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MakingaSo冊LandingintotheThaiCultureandClassroom
AnOrientationProgramfor剖udentTeachers

MikeUnher

Yousacrificesomepart

ofyourselftocultural

adjustmentwhenyougo

overseas′whether to
teachortolearn.

-N皿 CyPiet-P血 & Barbara

Honby,W-a"JsG滋あbO純-
Li'ibg

OvEm

Ifyour studentsintendtobeoometeachersaftertheygraduate,itmakes

senseto由vethemasmuchdmeaspossibleinatargetclassroomsetting

durhgtheiruniversitystudies,astheyworktheirwaythroughtrialS,errors

andsuccessesbydevelopingandpracticingvariousteachingandclassroom

managementtechmiques.Butwhenthesestudentsakohaveachanceto

leam thesecareer-甲eCiAcgkinsin adifferentculture,thenitisour

re甲OnSibihtytopreparethemforthisuniqueeq)erience,inordertohelp

makeitasmeami ghlforthemaspossible.

In 2004,ajointagreementwas established between the English

DepartmentsofBmgsaiWltthayaSecondarySchool,in如 tthayaProvince,

Thailand,andtheFacultyofEducationatIwateUniversity,Japan,withthe

cooperationofSiam University. Thispmgran was termedthePuan

ProgramGneanhgLfhendship'),andwascreatedinordertoimplementa

program ofon-sitetrainingforow Japaneseundergraduatestudentsof



No.8(2006)

EducationatlwateUniversity.
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¶leBangsaiWltthayaSchoolacceptsourstudent-teachersfortwo･week

periods,threetimesperyear･ Theagreementstatesthat,"Bangsai

WltthayaSecondary Schoolw山 provideparticipatingstudentswith

guidance.instruCtion andtheopportunitytoteach English toThai

students." Anotheritem intheagreementstipulates,'LtheFacultyof

Educationwinpmvideanorientationfordesignatedstudentsaboutteaching

Englishasaforeignlanguage."

BACm OUND

TheBangsaiWltthayaSch∞1,partoftheBangsaiD由trictScllOOISystem,is

asecondaryschool,comphsingjuniorandseniorhigh schoolgradelevels.

Dunngtheirstay,ourstudentsusuallyhavetheopportunitytoteachmostof
●

thegradesandclasses.Theystayatthehomeofacouplewhoteachatthe

school,oneascienceteacherandtheotheran Englishteacher,whothrough

theirho甲italityandgenerosityendeavortomakethestudents'stayas

comfortableandeducationalaspossible.TheDirector(P血cipal)ofthe

sch∞1,aswellastheteachingstaff,areverysupportiveoftheprogram .

Theareaourstudentsliveandworkinislocatedquiteadistancefromany

urbancenter.TheBangsaidistrictispdm arilyan agriculturalre由onin

centralThailand,northofBan由 ok.ⅥleThaigovernment,wan血gto

preservethearea'Sg̀TeenneSS,'h出 血mitedtheconstrued.onofanynew
factoriesorotherindustrial works,in ordertomaintain it as an

environmentally-鮎endlyre由on. ThepopulationI℃mainsspa指e,and

manypeopleEveundereconomicallydepressedconditions.ⅥluS,thereare

noso-Calledconveniencesnearbythatourstudentsmightbeusedtoherein

Japan,suchasshoppingcenters,conveniencestores,vendingmachines,

Cinemas,etc.Thehomewherethestudentsstay,locatedjustdownthe

roadfhmtheschool,hasvastricefieldsonth托eSides,andaI柑tOrtemple

acrosstheroad,Theirday･to-daylifeiscenteredinthisrurallocale･
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As NancyPiet-PelonandBarbaraHomby,twopeoplewithvastexperience

livingandworkinginsomeofthemostuniqueculturesonearth,pointout,

youcannotleanwhenyouareun托CCPtiveandtrappedinyourowncultural

bubble.

Theorientationpmgran Wehavethus血lPlemented,forourstudents

headingforteacher･tr血 ngin Thdland,hぉ severalObjectives,andis

comprisedofvariouscomponents.Sincenotdlofourstudentswhowinb

spendingtheirtwoweeksatBangsaiWltthayaSecondarySchoolhavehad

eq)eriencetravelmgoutsideofJapan,theirhome00untry,itisnecessaryto

helpthemunderstandsomeofthechallengestheymightface.Inparhcular,

therearechangesthatforsomepeoplemaycauseculturalanxiety(orinits

worseform,Cultureshock) Changesinfood,danykvinghabits,ch ate,

sounds,smens,andchangesinexpectadons,Can alladduptoastress血l

situationthatcan hinderone'smotivationtolearn fromtheexperienceof

hvingandworkinginaculturedifferentfromone'sown.

Onewaywecan helpstudentsprepare丑)rthesechangesisbygivingthem

an opportunitytotanwith beteranS'oftheprt)gram ,studentswhohave

beentotheBangsaiWitthayaSchool(someofwhomhavebeentheremore

th弧 OnCe).Weusuallyholdourorientationsessionsoneortwoweeks

before departure. The discussionstypically move naturany from

storyleningofpersonalexperiences,toquestionsaboutwhattoexpect･

SharingphotosandsouvenirsatthesesessionsoftenhelptomaketheThai

Cultureahttlemoretactileforthosewhohaveyettovisitthere.Thetopics

andstoriesprovidesomeinsightintx)whatthestudents'dayto-daylife

mightbe.

As forwhattheycan expectfrom-andtohelpthem prepareforLlheir

teachinge甲eriences,wehaveprovidedeachstudentwith aPuanPacket･
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EachfolderincludesaphotooftheteachingstaffatBangsaiWitthayaSchool,

alistofrulesforstudentsparticipatingintheprogram ,acontactlistoflocal

(Ⅵ1ai)andin-Japan emailaddressesandtelephonenum bers,aliStofdaLy
Thai･Endishphrases,aI℃gionalmapofThailand,andalistofEngli血

classroom phrasestheycanusetohelp由vetheirclassr00m moreofan

Enかshatmo甲here("Goodmomi g,everyone,""Pleaselookatthebard,"

"Doesanyoneknowtheanswer?","Seeyoutomorrow,"etc.).

SinceoneoftheprimaryobjectivesoftheEnglishprogram atBangsai

WitthayaSchoolistoenablestudentstoutili2;eEng』hindailylifeGnsome

capacity and to some degree) a氏er graduation,the lessons am

corrmunicative-basedandfocusonpracticalapp止cationofthelanguage.We

thereforeincludeacatalogofcommunicativenotionsandfunctionsthatare

partofthesecondaryschoolEnghsheducationprt)graminThai1and. These

include"LifeApphcationThemes,"suchasclothhg,employment,idioms,the

telephone,andtheweather."a)mmunicationFunctions"includeAgreeing,

Describing,OfGering,Sym pathizing,andThanking.

Regardingtheirupcomhgteachingexperience,wegivethemtipsoneffective

dassandlessonmanagement,andindudesamplelessons血eycanuseor

modify,basedonpracticallanguageuse.Thesamplelessonscomefhma

teachingmanualcomprjsedofEnghshlessons,writteninbothJapaneseand

English.Weintroduceourrteachers■toseveralclassr00mtechniquesthat
theycan userathereasnyandquidklytopromotecorrmunicadve(oral)
languageinterehangeintheirclassr∞m.TheseactivitiesinVolvediscemi g

inform ationthroughlistenhgandthenutiliZingWh ～questionsan ongfenow

classmatestoelicitinformation.

Alsoincludedarepronunciationexercisestargetingsoundsthatmaybe

especianydifRcultforThaispeakersofEnglishtoutterand/ordi艶ern.

Thesetaketheform ofminimalpairpractice,andthenapplyingthesounds

incontext(inphrasesorindialogs),
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Weakoaskthestudents也keepjournakoftheirimpressions.experiences,

andideastohelpmaketheprogrammoresuccessfulforthenextgroupwho

willtakepart.Thejoumalsaremadeavailabletothestudentstoreadand

discuss,andprovidewindowsintotheculture,andawaytoseeも.owtheir

peershaveexperienceditsqua比iesanditsdemands.

EdwardHalwrt)te,

"皿ebestreasonforexposingoneselfto

foreignwaysistogenerateasenseof

vitaLtyandawareness-aninterestin

lifewhichcan comeDulywhenonelives

through the shock ofcontrastand

difference."

Whileatwo-weekstayinasoICalledforeignculturemaynotseemtooh肝Sh
achange,itcanpresentsomestressfulChallengesthatcan adverselyalrect

howweliveandworkinthenewplace.WehopethatourOrientation

Progran wincontinuetohelpprepareourstudentsforthisWeexperience'
oflivingandteachinginauniqueculture.

* * * * * *

Am oⅦ DGM NTS

Wewould比e''toextendour appreciationtoMrsINongluckChanSan roj,

Director,andtothestaffandstudentsattheBangsaiWltthayaSchool,

Ayutthaya,fortheirkindsupportofthePuan Progran .Weparticularly

wanttoextendourwarm gratitudetoSureeratandSomjaiⅨleebkomutfor

thegreatkndnesstheyhaveshownourfacultyandstudents,byopenhgup

theirhometousandか ngusami quelookintoThai CultuI℃and

払endship.
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