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DevelopingtheStudents'CommunicativeCompetence

YoshiyukiHatakeyama

1_Introduction

Wh atis00mmunicativecompetence? CanaleandSwain(1980)propose
an integrative view ofcommunicative compete血cewith four major

●

components:grammaticalcompetence,80Ciohguisdccompetence,discowse

competence,andstrateglCCOmPetenCe.1 Ifthisiscorrect,thenhowcan we
▲

improvethestudentslcommunicativecompetencein theclassroom?How

canwedecidewhetherthestudent-scommullicativecompetenceisimproved

ornot?Thesequestionsaredinculttosolve:strictlyspe血 g,howtomake

suchjudgementsisnotatdlobvious:thereisnoclearCriteriafordoing80.

Sosuppose血attheStudentsleantocommunicatebycomm血 cating.

Thenwehavetomaketheclassroommuchmorecommunicative.However,

abilitytocommunicateeffectivelyisprobablynotattainedmostquicklyand

e丘ciendythrough purecommunicationpracticeintheclassroomwithinthe

frameworkofaformalcourseofstudy:thereismuchlesstimeavailable,and

o洗enlessmotivation.Tidsmeanspreparingalistofitemswewishtoteach,

synabus,andanorganized,balancedplanofclassroomteachingprocedures.

Thenthestudentswillbeenabl色dtospendsomeoftheirtimeconcentfating

onmasteringoneormoreofthecomponentsofthelanguage.Oneofthese

componentsisgでamnar.Thatiswhyweneedsynabuseswhichconsistof

twoaspectsoflanguagenature:languagestructureandlanguagefunction

andIwouldliketotrytocombinegrammarteachingwithabroad

communicativemethodology,alongthelmeofUr(1988).2

2.TheOrganizadonofGramm2LrTeaching

TheorganizationofgraⅡ皿arteachingsuggestedhererepresentsonlya

generalframeworkintowhichaverywidevarietyofteachingtechmiquescan

fit.Isuggestedsixstages:
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2.1Warm-upActivities
2.21mtroductionofNewVbcabulary
2.3Oral/VideoPresentation
2.4StructuralPatternPractices
2.5GrammarPracticeActivities
2.6Consolidation(Exlanation)

21

2.1Wm -upActivideB

2.1.1Quick-fire

lnsomeofmyclasses,Ispendthe血stfivetosevenminutesasking

someqLLZ'ck-hit7gqueStions.Thefo1lowlngaresomeOfthequestionsIuseas

qukk血 toaccustomtheStudentStOlisteningto,andspeakinginEnglish:

a.Doyoulike伍nglish,hamburgers,baseball,cats,etc.)?
b_Doyouplay(asport)/speak(alan印age)/watch(aTVprわgram)?
C.Wh attimeisit?Wh atdayistoday?Wh atisthedatetoday?
Howistheweathertoday?
d.Wh atti血edoyou(getup,eatdinner,cometoschool,etc.)?
e.Canyou(Write,cook,etc.)?
£Whatamldo血g?
g.Howmany(bro也ers,Sisters,etc.)doyouhave?
h.Howoldisour(brother,sister,etc.)?

Ihaveallthestudentsstandup.Iusuallynomhatethestudentwho

raisesbiS瓜erhandfirst.Ifhis瓜eranswerisappropriate,he/shecansit

･down.Thestudentsareencouragedtoanswerthequestionsbecausethey
wanttositdownearlier.

2_1.2Recitation

lsometimeshavethestudentssayatextwhichappearsinthetextbook

aloudfrommemory.Toencouragethestudentstorecite,Iusually■givethem
◆

atheme,anelementwhichServesaSthepointofdepartureofthemessage

andmemorizeaI:heme,aremainderofthemessage,first.3

2.1.3ShortTilkswithQuestionSandAnswers

lnsomeofmyteamteachingclasses,IspendtheGrsttento丘氏een

minutespresentingashortspeechfonowedwithQuesdons&Answers.The
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fo皿owingisanexampletheALTandIhaveusedasashorttalkwith

illustrations:

Wh enIwasajuniorhighsch00lstudent,Iwasamemberofthedebate
team ontheyearbookstaff.As amemberofthedebateteam ,Icompeted
againstotherschoolsnearby-Weo洗endiscussedpohtics.Ihelpedput
togethertheschool'syearbookbytakingpicturesofschoolevents,Students,
andteachers.Ialsowrotesomepoetrythatwasincludedintheyearbook.
Ivolunteeredintheschoollibrary.Ihelpedputbooksawayandmade
surethateveryonereturnedtheirbooksontime.IalSovolunteeredto
helpoutmyteacherinthemorningbeforeSChoolstarted.Iwouldwash
theblackboard,cleantheroomandhelptonarkthepapersofthefirSt
earstudents.

AftertheALTstak,weaskthestudentssomequeshonsconcernmgthe
●

contentsofthetalk.Ifastudentanswerscorrectly,he/sheisgiventwo
points. Toencouragethemtorespond,evenan incorrectanswerisgivenone

point.

2.1.4ShowandTell

Showandtellisapopularactivityaswen.AStudentstandsupinfront
●

oftheclassandshowssonethipgthatinterestshm瓜er.Thenhe/shegivesa

verybriefexplanationofwhatitis,whereitconesfrom,andsoon.

Thisisratherdincult,soagoodwaytoapproadlitiswithaprepared

worksheetthatthestudentsoulyneedtofinoutandunderstand.Iftwo

studentsdoashowandtelleachday,itdoesnottakemuchtine.Alsothose

studentscanneetwithusaheadoftimetopreparetheirworksheet:

WORK SHEET FOR SHOW ANI)TEIL
Fillouttheanswersforeadlblank.
a.Wh atisthiS? Itisa/an ( ).

b.Wh endidyoumake/getit?Imade/gotit(
C.Wh ereisitfrom?Itisfron(

d.Wh omade/gotit? ( )did.
e.Wh ydidyoumake/gotit?Because(
£Howdidoumake/etit? (

A氏erthestudents-talks,wehavetheotherstudentsaskquestionsabout

thepresentation.
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2.2IntroductionofNewVocabulary

lntroduclngandteachingindividualvocabularyitemsisafundamental
●

partoflanguageworkintheclassroom.Iusuallyintroducesuchvocabulary

itemsbyshowlngflashcards,80thatthestudentscanunderstandthecontent
●

ofatextatthenextstage.

2.30ralJVideoPresentation

Theaim ofthepresentationistogettheBtudent8tOPerCeivethe

languagestructure,itsform andmeanmg,usedinacommmi cativesituadon

and.takeitintoshort-termmemory.Iusuallybeginbypresentingtheclass

withatextinwhichthelanguagestructureappears.Io鮎nuseastoryor

shortdialogwhichappearsinwrittenforminthetextbook.Presentinga

wholelanguageoperationinacontext,Itakeoutthekeyitemsofthe

languagestructure.Thestudentsa托aSkedtoreadaloud,repeat,reproduce

frommemory.ItisimportanttOmakecleartheneaningsorcommunicative

usesOfthelanguagestructureinatotalcontext.

IsometimesusevideowhenIwouldliketopresentcomplete

communicativesituationsandgetthestudentstotrytoguesswhatkindof

expressionsareappropriateforthesituations.As thecombinationofsound

andvisionismoreaccessible,communicationcan beshowninacontextand

thestudentscanperceivemanyaspectsofcommunicationmoreeasily:the
setting,therolesoftheparticipants,thetopic,thelm guage血皿Ctionandso

on.Thecommmi cativeaspectsofavideopresentationcan oftenmakeclear

tothestudentsapointoflanguagewhichisdinculttoexplaininwordsalone.

2.4-StructtlralPattemPractices

TheoralJvideopresentahonisfo1lowedbystru cturalpatternpractices.

Movingawayfrom thecontext,IfocusonthegramnatiCalitemsofthe

languagestructurepresented:theitemsofthelanguagestructurearedrined

andthemainfeaturesofsyntaxandphonologyarefocusedon.Theobjective

isthatthestudentsShouldunderstandvariousaspectsOftheitemsofthe

languagestructure:whattheysound,whattheymean,andsoon.The

pnncipleofrepetitionmeansthatwehavetogetthestudentstoproduce

examplesofthestructureoverandoveragam . Thiswouldmakethe
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studentstired.Ihavetothinkofwaystoachievethetwofeattuesofinterest

andrepetitionsimultaneously.

2.5GrammarPracticeActivities:SomeVersatileGames

TheainofthegrammarpracticeactivitiesiStOgetthestudentsto

absorbthestructurethoroughly:or,toputitanotherway,transferwhatthey

knowfromshort-ten tolong-termmemory.Thisstageismostproducdve

andinteresting,becausethestrongemphasisisontheproductionor

comprehensionofmeaningsforsomenon-1inguisdcpurpose,whilekeepingan

eyeonthewaythelanguagestructuresarebeingmanipulatedintheprocess.

Thisstageisalsothemostimportant,becauseitisthrough practicethatthe

teachingmaterialismostthoroughlyandpermanentlylean ed.

IiTeelthatgamesa代nOtmerelyforpleasure,butratherareameansto

createactivecommunicationamongstudents.Gamescanprovideuseful

opportunitiesforStudentstoconnunicatewitheachotherandtheAteaChers.

Ithinkthatversatilegamesareveryeffectivebecauseoneiseasilyableto

changefrom onekindofgametoanother. Several ofthem are:ヽ
CommunicationCard;EnghshBaseban;FmitBasket;Interview Bingo,-

Kamta;Memory,-andPictionaly.

2.5.1CommtmicationCard

lusethisgametogetthestudentstoabsorbthelanguagestructure/
completely. Themainobjectiveofthisga血eistofindsomeonewhohas

exactlythesanecard.Iprepareasetofcardswithvariouspairs.Each
●

studentmustusethetargetsentencerepresentedandisnotallowedtoSay

anythinginJapanese:he/shemustnotlookatanyoneelse'scard,either.

Theplayerwhofoundhis瓜erpartnercan Sitdovm.Itisusuallyagoodidea

todoaprebminaryfullclass-rehearsallofthetaskbeforeplayingthisgame.

2.5.2EnglishBaseball

lusethisgametOreviewtargetsentencesinthetextbooks.Iuslla皿y

maketwentyquestionsorsimpletasksu8ingthetargetSentences: ′
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Examples:
Firstbase:Spentheword̀wdte.'
S占condbase:DoesYhkihaveasiBterinA払ca? Nes,shedoes.)

で!血dbase:Wh obegantoreadaboutAhca? (Ⅵ血 did_)
HomeRun:Fillinthebhnk:SomedayI( )( )(

theretowo止asavohnteer.(wouldliketo)

Ihavethestudentsplayintheirgroup(Lali).Ⅰusuallymakeenough

copleSOfthequestions,cutthemout,andputthemintoanenvelopeforeach

group.Eachgroupthendividesintotwoequalteamswiththeteamssitting

acrossfrom eachother. Eachtean playsJan-kentodecidewhostarts
●

pitching.ThenstudentAofthefirstteamiSthefirstpitcher.He/shedraws

aquestionfrontheenvelopeandasksplayerAontheotherteamtoanswer.

IftheopposingStudentsanswerco汀eCtly,he/sheadvancestOthebase

indicatedonthequestionsheet.ThenplayersBdotheSamethinguntil

therearethreeoutsorunanSweredquestions.Then,theyswitchsides.I

usethebaseballdianondandthestudentkeeptrackoftheirprogresswith

erasers.

2_5.3FmitBasket

Thisgameiskindofuemusicalchairsandmostofthestudents

alreadyknowhowtoplay.Thestudentsputtheirchairsinacircleminus

one:forexample,iftherearefortystudents,putthirty-ninechairsinthe

circle.Eve町StudentgetsaC虻d.Thepersonwithoutachairstandsinthe

middleandcallsoutoneoftheprea汀angedwords/sentences,whichiswdtten

onthec町ds.Iusuallywriteallofthewords/sentences,whichIamgolngtO
●

useontheblackboardandreviewthembeforeplaying.Studentswhoholda

cardwiththeword/sentencemuststandupandswitchseats,buttheycannot

movetotheseatsnexttothem.One8tudentwi11alwaysbele氏withouta

seat.IusethisgametoreviewvocabularyeSPeCia皿yfortheseventhgrade

students.(Thisisespeciallygoodbeforetheycan readthealphabet.)Iput

?pictu托OftheobjectandthewrittenEnglishwordonthecards:forexample,

Ⅰ血awapictureofaplaneandtlleWord■plane.●Ⅰtisgood也useabout丘Ⅶ

orsowordssothatabout丘veorsixstudentshavetheS卑meCard.I

sonetinesintroduceland'formorecomplicatedplay:forexample,'plane,



26 『岩手大学英語教育論集』

trainandcar: Theneachstudentwhoiscarryingthosecardsmustmove.I

usesentencesinsteadofwordsfortheeighth/ninthgradestudents:for

example,toreviewthepasttense,Iwriteaboutfourorfivepasttense

questionsoneachcardasfollows.

CARDSFORFRtJITBASKET

Question Yes Nb
1 Didyourideabicycleyesterday?
2 Didyou.playvideogameSlastnight?
3 Didyoueaticec陀amyeSterday?

Beforeweplaythisgame,thestudentSanSWerthesequestionsfor

themselvesby出lingoutyes/noontheircards.A氏erfi1lmgoutthecard,the

centerpersonreadsasentenceandwhoeveranswered'yes'mustmove.αdo

nottellthemthisinadvance.)Thisgam eisextremelyusefulbecauseitgets

thosestudentswhowouldnomauyneverSayanythingtosaysometlm gin

English.

2.5.4InterviewBingo

Thisgamecombinesbingoandaninterviewgame.Iwritesixteenor

twenty-fivequestionsforeachbingocard.Theyaretargetsentencesthe

studentsarecurrentlylearning.伊Orexample,1'HaveyoueverbeentoKenji

World?")Thestudentsmustgoaroundtheclassaskingtheirclassmatesand

teachersthequestions.Iftheyanswered'yes,'theycan croSSOffthatsquare.

Thentheygetbingowhentheyhavecrossedoffawholerow.Ianowthe.ヽ

studentstOaskeachindividualpersonoulyonequestionregardlessofayesor

noresponse.TheharderImakeittoanswer'yes'tothesequestions,the

morefunitis.伊Orexample,一一HaveyoueverbeentoParis?")Thisgame

addsextrazesttoregularinterviewgames.

2.5.51h La

ThestudentsusuanygetakickoutofplayingkanLtainEnghsh.Cards

arespreadoutfaceupondesksoragroupofdesks]omedtogether.For
▲▲

example,ifthestudentsplayAlphabet彪m由,eachcardhasaletterofthe

alphabetwdttenonit.任usuanyplayitwith capitalandsmallletters.)

Theteachersaysaletterandthestudentsracetoseewhocanpickitupfirst.
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Karutacanalsobeusedtoreinforcegeneralvocabularyatanygrade.Itis

alsoespecianyuse仙 whenlearning血egularverbformS:forinstance,Iwrite

thepresenttenseononesideofthecardandthepasttenseonthebackside.

Iusuallyhavethestudentsputthepasttense血ceupandIreadthepresent

tense.Ialsoplayitintheoppositeway.Wh enIteam-teach,theALTjust

readstheverbform thestudentshave血.Cingup,orIreadthewordsin

JapaneseandhavethestudentspickuptheEnghsh.Itisgoodtohave

abouttwentyorsoc肝d8tOplaykamLa.

2.5.6Memory

Theobjectofthisgameistofindpairs.ToplaymemoryIpreparea

deckofcardswithvariouspairs.ThenIspreadthecardsoutonatable

良ceddown.EachpersonPlayingtakesturnturningovertwocards.Ifyou

tumoverapair,yougettdkeepthetwocards.However,ifthetwoc肝dsdo

notmatch,youmustturnthembackover.Wh enturningoverthewrong

cardsyoutrytorememberwheretheyare,soyoucan gTabthepairwhenthe

matchingcardttm suplater.Theplayerwith themostpairswin.To

encouragethestudentstousethetargetsentences,Ⅰusuanyuseacardas
丑)Rows:

CARDFORME対ORY

TURN(順番) MEMBER(班員) POINTS(得点) い① 一つの絵につき､カードをめくつてから5秒以内に ｢正男は～して
ます.｣と言えれば 1点をもらえるo(副班長が 1,2,3,4,5と数え
ること.多少の誤差を認めること○)

② さらにカードを取ることが出来れば､さらに1点もらえる○
③もしカー ドをめくった人が英語を言えないときには､''Masaois
washingthecar."などのように教えてあげることo教えた人には1
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2_5.7Pictionary

PictionarylSagame比echaradesbutwithpicturesinsteadofgestures.

Charadesisagameinwhichwordsareactedbyplayers,o洗enpart(syllable)

bypart,untnotherplayerscanguessthewholeword.Pictionary,however,

isakindofgameinwhichsentencesaredrawn byplayersoftenpart(word)

bypart,untilotherplayerscan gⅦessthewholesentence.Thisgamecanbe

adjustedtoanytargetsentenceinthetextbookattheeighth/hinthgradelevel.

Thisgamecan beusedespecial1yfortheSentencePattemSWhicharedi丘Cult

toleam byplayinganyothergame.IsometimesasktheALTtothinkof

fiAeenorsoveryfunnysentenceswhichinCorporatethingsorpeoplethe

studentsknowintothetargetsentencepattern.Themoreoutrageousitis,

themorethestudentswillpayattentiontoit.Itakeonepersonfromeach

group(血hintothehallwayandshowthemthesentence.Ⅰusuanyreadit

in Englishforthem andtranslateitintoJapanese.Iftheyforgetthe

sentence,theycanalwayscomebacktoseeitagain.Wh enthestudentsgo
backtotheclass,theymustdrawpicturesinordertohavetheotherstudents

makethesentence.Thefirstgroupwinsiftheiranswerisabsolutelycorrect.

Ⅰtisgoodtobepickyherewith thearticlesetc.Thestudentscannotuse

gesturesorspeakatallexceptforyes/no.Furthemore,theycannotwrite

English,Japanese,ornumberswhentheyplay.

2.6Consohdation(Explanation)

Theobjectiveisthatthestudentsshouldreviewvariousaspectsofthe

itemsofthelanguagestructurementionedabove.Atthisstage,weneedto

makeextensiveuseofJapanesetoexplain,translate,generalizeandsoon.

Wh erethestructureisparticularlydincultforthestudentstograsp,this

stagetakessometime.Wh erethestructureisverysimple,itmaytakeonly

aminuteorso.

3.SomeCondudingRemarks

WemustencouragethestudentstouseEnghsh. Weshoulduse

EnglishasmuchaspossibleinourusualEnglishclassestomakeEnglish

pleasurable_Weshouldpraisethosewhoanswerquestions,andletthe

studentsleam thatevenanincorrectresponseisasuccessincommunication
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practice.

Tosum up,then,Ithinkthegrammarpracticeactivitiesmentioned

abovew山contributeverymuchtoadvancingthestudents'Communicative

competence.Theyw山improveespecianytheStudents'listening/speaking

abilities.Hopefunya氏ermoreresearchhasbeendone,Ican providemore

ideasforinterestingandusehlgrammarpracticeactivitiesdesignedto

developthestudents.com unicativecompetence.

4.Notes

* Thisisarevisedversionofthereportpresentedatthe48thNational

ConferenceofEnglishEducationinAomorionOctoberloth,1998.Iwould

liketothankProf.Chijiiwa血rvaluablecommentsandsuggestionsofthis

report.MythanksgotoMs.Uhherforstylisticimprovements.

1 SeeCanaleandSwain(1980)forrelevantdiscussion.

2 SeeUr(1988)formuchdetaileddiscussion.

3 0nthismatter,seeHalliday(1985)
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