
No.2(2000)

Competenceorperfomance:

An assessmentoftheJapaneseEFLClassroom

35

RobinSakamoto

Intrduction

lthasbansaidthat〟thebestkeptseqetinforelgnlanguageeducationisthat
■

00mmuniationisasdalinteractionmuchmorethanitisalinguisticexchange"(Seelye,

1997,p･xiii)･Perhapsthisism(玉teVidentintheJapaneseEFLclassrom lS,Wherethe

majαityofstudentsarenotcapableofinteradings∝血】lyintheta唱etLanguage.

An αdingtoSavignon(1983)"perform an ceiswhatoneLbes;00mpetenceiswhat

oneA- - ''b･9)･IntheEFLclassr00m inJapan,manystudentscm bedserved

performlngalinguisticexchangeofrepetitiondrillsanddora]readingexercises･Butthey

cmnotbeclassifiedasm rxBtentinas∝ialinteractiveEnglish00nversation.

IAnguageacquisitionintheEFLqaSSrtXlm

lthasbeenestablishedthattheclassroom promotestheproq溺 Ofleamlng

rehearSalLanguageoverachal1anguageaquisition(Bran ,1989,andDamen,1987)･

Palmer(1921)examinedthisrelationshipandthrough hisPh-nciplesofLm即 ageStudy

triedto山tlinean approa血 wherethe甲mt肌eOtS CapacitiestBedinaqulnngOne's

nativelanguagewouldtakepr∝edencewerthestudialcapacitiesofthedassrom.1
G-petenα inone'snativelanguagedevelqpsfrom anoverlapplnBOfa

●

paralinguistic00mponent,extralhguistic叩 entandscdolinguistic00mPnentin

additiontothelinguistic瓜IIlPnent(Fantini,1997)ITogain00rTmtmiαtive00mpetenoe

inaseomdlanguageonemustunderstandthisinterrelationship."hpradice,however,

1inguistic瓜帽ideratimsoften00ntinuetopreemptthemqiαprtionoftimeinclassrm

teaching"07antini,1997,p･10)･¶lisc肌de丘nitelybesaidoftheJq)aneseEFLclassr00m･

By induding aparalinguistic m 叩Ient, eXtralinguistic αm pnentand

s∝iolinguistic00mfX3nentinadditiontoalinguisticm ponentintheEFLclassrm ,

00肘ideral)1ede〆htothelinguisdcexperienoewouldresult誠 Wellas pr併iding

mdivationinthelearner.Thereisnolongeramererecitaloflinguisticdrillworkbut

insteadlearrungistakingplaceinas∝滋alinteractivefm aLByfollomngsud a
●

framework,teache_rs00uld providetheirstudentswith theabih'tyto00mmunicate

m petentlyinEnglishwithinthestructureofaJapaneseⅣLclassr- ･
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neintrtxluctionoras∝iolinguisticcm ponentintheEFLcliuSnXml
●■▲

hcreatingthes∝iolingulSltlC00mPnent,SpeCialattentionshouldbegiventothe

twomainextrins ic factorsofmdivationalsuα溺SaSde丘nedbyByram (1989)･¶ley are

relevanαtothestudentsneedsandappropriatenesstoleamersb･19)･ForaJapan ese
如udentthemainneedinstudyingEnglishistodowellontheentranαexams･Itisonly

aBeradmksiontoaUniversitythatstudentsmaystudyEnglishrforotherpurpaes･

rrherefore,thego聡rrmentapprovedtextbdksmusttxthelinguisticbase00mpnentof

thelesson･Byintrducingas∝jolinguistic- Pnent,thismandatoryo氾rSematerial

bem esmoreapprqpriatetotheleamerandthuscreatesmotivationtosuo記edinthe

shdyofEnglish･

IwmldliketoglVeaSpeCi丘cexampleofhowas∝io】ingu)stic00mponentwas
●

intrducedintoathirdyearjuniorhighsch00Hess皿 p】an .Thetextselected00mesfroma

reading00mprehensionpiea(四ewH血 nEnglishGM rseII触 k3pp･77-79)･W th-t

theinb･dudionofas∝iolingulStic00mrx)nent,thislessoninparticuLar wouldbemost

00nfusinBtOabeginnlngleveLEng)ishstudent.

First,thetextwas00nvertedintoaLetterfm atwithca陀fulattentionglVentO

subjectand died clarification.rmeletterwasin仕ducedbetweentwomdel

conversationsPrfm edbytheJapaneseEnglishteacherandAssistantImguageTeacher

(Au)･Thisgaveoverallα)ntexttothestudent.

Followlngtheoralintrcduction,studentswereaskedtoworkinhanstoform
●

questionsbased00theinformationtheyhadheardorally･Thesequestionswerethen

CONVERSAnONONE

A･Mrs･Sakamoto,youInkhappytday･Doyouhavesomeg∝dnewsfcwus?
B:Yes,･Ido･Igotaletterfrommysistertday･SheI)'vesinBa喝1adesh･
A:Bangladesh?Wh ereisthat?lsitnearhdia?
B:Yes,itis･Ijbkshesentmeamap･ThisisBa喝1adeshandthisishdia･
A:Oh,Isee･Wh yissheinBangladesh?
B:ShestudiedfarmingaHwateUniversity.Nowsheisteachingfarmingtomany
peqpleinBangladesh･MayIreadyouherletter?
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DearRd)in,
¶lisisaplCtureofmyvillageinBangladesh･Ⅰam workinghere･
IhelpfamerSノ1eamhowtogrownewkindsofrioe･Ic肌glVethem

●

gd advicebecauseIstudiedfarmlngWhenIwasin0011ege･¶le
farmershopetoinq･easeftxxlprductionwiththesenewkinds
ofrioe.Istilldon'tspeakthelanguagewell,butIenjoyWOrking
withmynewfriendshere･

Yoursister,
Nancy

CONVERSjmONrIWO

A･Wh atawonderfulletter･Yoursisterisworkingveryhardtohelpthe
famersinBangladesh,isn'tshe?

B:Yes,sheis･ShewenttherewiththeJOC∨Sheisoneofmanyoverseas
volunteersfromJapan･
AIThesedaysmanyyoungpeoplejointheJOC∨orNGO'stosharewhat
theyknowandtheirskilLswithpeq)learoundtheworld･

B:Yes,sometimesIaskmyselfuWh atc弧Idotohelptheworldinthe21st
∝nhry?''

A･YoucmhelpleadtistOSpeakhglish･IWewillhveabrightfutureif
weallshareourskillsandknOwiedge.

B:Wh atag∝didea!IwillwritemysISterandtellhermyg∝dnewst∞!

A鮎rhe∬ingthedial喝uetwiα,Studentswillform groupsParS)andprepare
questimstoasktheAⅠJbasedonthedialques.Samplequestionswouldbe:
1.Wh ereisNanq仙ersisterworbng?
2.Wh atd0日Nanq/Shedothere?

StudentswillasktheAI:Ithequestionsdleyhveprepared･TheAI:Iwillanswerthe
questionsusl喝thesentenoepattemsonpages78and79･Forexample:

●

1.Wh ereisNancyJyoursisterwqking?
MysisterisworkinglnavillageinBangladesh.

●

2.Wh atdo朗Nancy/Shedothere?
Shehelps血mersthere･
3.Wh atdidNancy/shestudyinuniversity?
ShestudiedfarmingWhenshewasina)llege,soshecmglVethemuseful

●

advice.
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an sweredbytheAulintheformatinwhidtheyapfX3aredinthetext.Itwasnotuntila洗er

thisquestionanda帖WerSeSSiqnthatstudentsopenedtheirb00ksforthefirsttime.
●

ThisL6SOninparticulari]]1芯trateSthebenefitofoverlappl喝 thelinguisticand

s∝iolinguistic00mpnenttodevelopcm petenα･A鮎rseelngthetextinprnt,the
●

studentsneededverylittlegramm arkarvslationworksin∝ theyah.eadyundeTStd the
lessonincDnteXt.

AdditionalcomPOnentSintheEFLclassttx)m

BodlaParalinguisticm FX)nentaSWellas an extralinguistic瓜 mpmentmaybe

inbLdu∝dthrough theaidoftheAI:T･Theparalinguistic00mJX)nentO∝ urSWhenstudents

mimicthenativeE喝Iishteacher'stone弧dintonati00inchoralreadingexercises･肝a
nativeEnglkhspeakerisnotavailable,theparalinguisticcompnentomIdbeinbdud
through re00rdingssuppliedwiththetextb00k･

rnLeeXtralinguisitcqmlPOnentO∝m Whenstudents血servethephysicalbehavior

ofanativespeakerwhenusingthetargetlanguage･Thswouldincludebothverbaland
■

nonverbal00mmuniationbehavior.Thisextralinguistic00mfX)nentmaybeinb･duαd

through videoorcmtemfX)raryfilmifanAIJisnotinresidenα･ltisessentialfor

00mmunicativea)mpetencethatlanguagebestudiedintandem withovertbehavior

expressedthroughthe00rrmunicationstyleofanativespeaker･

¶legriLrW ･tmnSLationmethd andconmmi cativecompetence

Cdti(3mayqueStiontheeffectivenessofintrducinganyadditionalmethdol喝y

intothealreadyover)OadedEFLclassroom cuniculum.Butbynottakingsudlan

approach,studentswillomtinuetoonlyperbrmtheBlglish]anguageandnot血 -1e
m PtentiniLRather,aq･iticall00katthegrammaT一廿arkSlationmethd mrrentlyinuseis

inorder.

As Byram(1989)pintsoutthegraLrm ar-translationmethd wasneverintended

〟toprduαsFakersofthelanguageonthem(delofZLndassessedagainsttheidealofa

nativespeakef'b･10)･Itc弧 nOtI" Chticizedfornotprducingm Iunicative)y

m petentstudents･ThshasneverbeenthegoalofthegraJTmar-traTyS]ationmethd･1me
ideaofom tmicative00mpetenceG皿ewiththeimpettSfor00Trmtmicativelanguage

teaching.

Q)mmunicativelanguageteadingwithitsuseofgamesandhands･勺nadiviti6

providesabettermeansofmotivatingStudents･ButitalSohastheBOalofproviding
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relev肌αtOtheleamer･btheJapan esestudentofEnglishtrulyinneedofestablishing

cx)mmunicativelanguage'ability?As longasthecurrententranαexarrsexisttheanswer
wouldseemtobeno.

Butc弧WebeoertainthatbytakingonlyalinguisticapproadhtoEnglisheduati00

thatourstudentsneedswillbemet?Theanswerherewouldalsoseemtobeno.As Byram

(1989)states"Leamersneedboththeski】lsoffluencyanda∝uracyinthelanguageandthe

awa陀neSSOftheα】turalsignific弧αOftheirutteran∝S"b･145)AAgivenwordinthe

student'sLIcm beass∝左atedwithawordinthetazgetlanguagebutthisinvolvesa

culturaltranSfer･-Thewordinthetarget一anguageistxingusedtorefertoacultural

phenomenonin血eLl･Thscmbes餌ninEwqpean)anguagesseparationoftheTd

personsinguLarandpluralformS･Wh oandwhenoneaddres紀SaJIOtherwiththettdvousof
theFrenchorthedu/SieoftheGermanisindeeddeeplyr00tedinaculturalfranework.

WlthoutthisreferencちStudentswillneverread atrueunderstandingofthetarget

language･

Forthesttldenttodevelopm muni瓜tive00mpetenoeitisneassary"toinvolve

thea飴diveand∝野Iitiveprw sesoftheleamef'(Kamsch,1997,p.462)･Students

musttxtaughtnotonlythelinguistic00mponentofthelmguagebutindeedatthevery

leastasdolinguistic- ponentifnotaparalinguistic弧de7dralinguisticone誠We11･But
wherewilltheteaderflndthetimetodevotetothisendeavor?Theanswerliesin

reframlngthestudentsneeds･
●

Wh ileitisom endabletoseekI光rfoman α Ofstudentsatthenativespeaker
levelthisisaparadoxOftemi nol喝y･Byde五mitionanativespeakerisonewhohas

aquiredthelanguagedlrOugh bk山andapro∝ssofs∝ialiZadoninthatlanguage.

Therefore,itwouldtximIX芯Sibleforonetoread-alivespeakerfluencyinthetarget

language･Ifstudentswerenolongerexrxd toperform atnearnativespeakerlevelsof

fhenq,alargerxgtionoftimewould血 meavailabletopursueamorewell-rounded
approa血toEFLeducation.

Conclt芯ion

Wh iletheremustbestandardsfornuenq andau acyintheaqulSlt10nOfa
▲▲▲

secmdlanguage,皿emustquestionthecu汀entemphasistheJapaneseEFLclassr-m

pla任Smperform an Oeatnearnativelevelpro丘ciency･nemajorityofstudentsintheEFL
classr- aJeunabletomeettheeStaJldardsandexperlenCenothingmorethan frtsbalion

●

attheirinabiLitytoleam ase皿 dlanguage.
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¶leyear2002willseemajorrevisionsintheeducationalsystemofJapan.This

shouldindudein00rporatlngamoreholisticapproachtoEFLedua tion･1加ough an

understanding ofthe interrelationship between thes∝iolinguistic,paralinguistic,

extralinguisticandlinguistic00mponentsoflanguageaquisition,Japanesestudentsinthe

21武αnturywillbea)me00mpetentsdallyinteractiveu駐rSOftheEnglishla･1guageand

notmereperformersofitslingulSticfunctions･
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