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This is a dodo.

Many years ago sailors came in ships. They came to islands where the dodos lived.

The dodos could not fly, Their wings were too small. Sailors killed dodos.

More people came. They killed more dodos. The animals they brought ate dodo eggs.

But one man took a dodo back home with him  Some people made paintings of dodos.
Some wrote down what the dodos were like.

So you can see a model in a museum. You can see some old drawings and paintings.
But you will never see a living dodo.

They were all killed. The dodos are gone forever. *
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There really were birds called dodos, but they could net talk, of course. They lived
on a little island in the Indian Ocean, not far from Africa. They were large, fat
birds, a little bigger than a big dog. Their wings were too small for flying, and
their legs were too short for running. So their walk seemed funny.

No people lived on the island. No one knew about the bird uatil the year 1507.
Then, ships began to stop there for food and water. Sailors who landed to hunt had no
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trouble catching dodos. Hundreds of the big birds were brought to the ships and used
for food.

People began living on the island in the 1600's. They, too, ate dodos. So did the
dogs that people brought to the island. It was easy to find and catch the dodos. The
dodos were so careless about what was going on around them that they did not try to
hide or protect themselves.

By 1681 there were no dodos left on the island. They had all been killed. The dodo
was gone —— forever. ®
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Once there were many bison on the grassiands. Then white hunters killed thousands of

them for hides and sport, The pioneers killd bison to make way for ranches and farms.
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The bison were becoming extinct. There were only a few hundred left.
At last laws were made to protect bison. Once people nearly destroyed this animal.
Now we are saving it. How did the grasslands environment change for the bison?®

Bl TF—F—) TRIAHLAEREET BHEEED “Aninals in Danger” 1213 ‘The
American Bison’ DItk dbdh 3.
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The hunter wiped out the entire band’in less than half an hour. Twenty bodies lay
quietly on the plain. They were sold to companies that made leather products.

This was in the year 1872. Buffalo were killed this way all over the Western plains,
There were thousands of hunters. Bach killed twenty, thirty, or forty buffalo a day.
In the next three years, more than six million of these big animals were killed.

The hunters went on killing. Most people did not know this. Many of those who did,
did not care. At one time, about sixty million buffalo had lived on the plains, but by
1889 less than six hundred were left. (i%E§) *
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