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Inquiry into the change of children’s perception of living
and learning environments through longitudinal survey for middle schoolers
and the stage of resilience as the effect of the educational recovery program
in Miyako City, Iwate pref. in the case of the Great East Japan Earthquake
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: Commitment of children to learning

Summary

This paper analyzes children’s perception of living and learning environment using a longitudinal survey in
2007, 2013, 2016 as part of the recovery process from the Great Japan Earthquake in 2011. The focus is on the
analysis of social capital of the school community surrounding middle schoolers and the stage of resilience in the
case of Miyako City, Iwate pref, Japan.

Based on the topics above, this paper tries to address the upcoming challenges. The first aim is to clarify the
factors that lead to various types of affected schools and areas. Next is to clarify population mobility patterns in the
affected areas. The third objective is to depict the way school zones have been reorganized after the disaster and
explore how the affected schools have recovered. The last aim comprises a longitudinal survey for middle schoolers
in Miyako City using the same questionnaire which has been composed by utilizing social capital research.

We found that the satisfaction of middle schoolers in Miyako City regarding the school community environment

(index of social capital) grew year after year. However, concerning the stage of resilience, the level of resilience
seemed to have weakened in the 5 or 6 years after the disaster, compared to immediately after the disaster.

A similar phenomenon has been discovered both in New Zealand and Japan. Policymakers involved in the
recovery from disasters need to be keenly concerned with compensatory education programs for conquering this
type of phenomenon.



