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Hotta, N., Hiroshima, T., Sakaue, D., Yamamoto, K., Tanaka, N., and Shibasaki, S. : An Editorial Policy for Forest
Education Textbooks to Promote Better Understandings of the Multiple Functions of Forest: A Comparison of
Forest Education Textbooks. J. Jpn. For. Soc. 89: 374~382, 2007 Instructional textbooks can help educators to
promote better forest education programs. We analyzed and compared ten forest education textbooks to find a policy of
developing texts to facilitate better understandings of the multiple functions of forest by examining how the textbook contents
addressed these multiple functions. We found that about half of all programs have already been developed to encompass the
multiple functions of forest, and are suitable for use in forest-education programs. The ten textbooks were classified into four
contextual groups, according to the relationship between a particular topic related to an education program and its
interpretation in the textbook, as follows. Group a: textbooks that contained no interpretation; group b: textbooks that contained
several interpretations, and each interpretation corresponded to a particular program; group c: textbooks that contained several
interpretations and each interpretation bound several programs; and group d: textbooks in which all programs were accounted
for under one interpretation. Textbooks with several interpretations (groups b and ¢) contained more programs that were well-
linked to forest functions than the other textbooks. To promote the multiple functions of forest in forest education, textbooks
should contain separate interpretations that address forest functions, and clear links should be established between each
program and its interpretation.
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