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—The tsunami-stricken areas in Iwate as observed by a local researcher

and a few proposals for recovery —

Tokumi Saito*

ABSTRACT

On March 11, 2011, the giant tsunami produced by the earthquake which started off the Pacific coast of
Tohoku left over 6,000 victims in Iwate dead and missing. That was the third tsunami with the wave over 30
meters high to hit this region in the past 115 years, so the tsunami should have been anticipated to be certain
to hit there.

The author, who, as one of the local researchers, had been contributing to making various
countermeasures, including tsunami hazard maps and raising the residents’ awareness of crisis, had to feel
discouraged to see such a large number of victims.

A sub-committee under the Disaster Recovery Committee of Iwate Prefecture, to which the author is
responsible as chair, has worked out a plan to recover Iwate from the colossal damage, with the two main
pillars, namely “Recover Industry” and “Reconstruct safe towns”. However, due to the vague prospect of the
nation’s financial support, the actual process of recovery has not advanced far yet. Nine months after the
calamity, with residents leaving their hometowns, and towns being threatened of collapse, severe winter is now
going to torment the local people still further. The national government is urgently demanded to realize clearly
the critical situations and to extend a stable financial support as soon as possible.

Keywords: 2011 earthquake off the Pacific coast of Tohoku, tsuhami disaster, recovery plans, national

governmental support
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