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スクール･インターンシップ･プログラム(GSIP)による

新たな学びの可能性 (2)

-ReminiscenceOfaTbacherTrainee-
RowenaP.Cru且★

MuchofourlifeisguidedbythehandofdestinyandIthinkitwasmy

destinythatbroughtmetoJapan.BeforecomingtoJapanlhadanabsolute

interestin its in ternational standingwhen itcomestoscienceand

mathematics as revealed by the resultofthe Third International

MathematicsandScienceStudy.IreadiedandconvincedmyselfthatIwould

spendoneandhalLyearsunderteachertrainingprogrambutIdidnotexpect

thatIwouldbeteachingEnglish_Itwasbeyondmyimagination.Yet

seventeenmonthshaveindeedpassedandJapanisverymuchpartofmylife

asateacher.

Onecan saythatIcametoJapan bywayofmyinterestin studying

elementaq mathematicseducation in Japan courtesy ofMinistry of

Education,ScienceandCulture,SportsandTeclmology(MEET)scholarship.

IhadmajoredSocialScienceduringconegeandmygraduatestudiesinthe

late90'swasfocusedonteachingelementalymathematics.As anelementary

publicschoolteacherbackin mycountry,IhavebeenteachingEnghshfor

abouttenyears.SinceIwanttoimprovetheteachingofmathematicsinthe

PhilippinesIfo1lowedtheadviceofmysuperiors,colleaguesand丘iendsto

pursuemyinterestin up山鹿ingandimprovmgmathematicseducation

partiCularlyinourSChool.

OnOctober2005,iwenttoJapanwith onlycourageandGod'sguidance

thatIhadwithme.IspentthefirstwinterofmylifeinMorioka,Iwatewhere

lwasassignedasteachertl･aineeatlwateUhiversity.Intruth,myknowledge

ofJapan priortomyamiValwasdistinctlystereotypedandmycondusions

bothnegativeandpositivewerebasedonjudgmentsImadefrom storiesI

heardandlearnedfrom historybooks.Ⅰknow thatstereotypingprevails

everywherebutIhadnowell-definedimageofJapanexceptthatofahighly

organizedsocietyandworld'sleadingineconomyandtechnology.
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Myfirstimpressionofthereal Japan occurredimmediatelyuponmy

amiVal.Japanisreallyaveryprogressiveandsystematiccountry.Wewere

welcomebyJASSOmembersandIfeltthatIwasthatverylmPOrtantPerson

weutakencareof.InthatdaytheimpressionlhadbeforeaboutJapanese

erodedandwhenweweremetbyAVISmembersinMoriokn station,Iwas

gradual1yfilledwithadmirationforthewonderfulpeopleofJapan.There

seemsomethingunlqueinthesepeopleltoldmyself.

Itwasthebeginningofmyinvolvementwith Japaneseandbecam emore

closelyintegratedintothelifeofthiscollntry.Duringthefirstmonth 二had

manychancesofmeetingthepeople,learningthelanguage,visittemplesand

experienceatotanynewdifferentculture.ItseemedandIknewIwantedto

comebacktothoseplacesandmeetagainthosepeopleandspendmoreti血e

withthem.Thesecircum stances,opportunitiesandchoicesledmein血lding

happlneSSandcomforttoliveinJapan.ForalmostninemonthsItriedto

studythelanguage,learnthecultureandobservesomehowtheireducational

system.

AsteachertraineeatlwateUniversity,mymainfocuswastostudythe

elementarymathematicsteachingstrategiesandmethodsthatcanbe

adoptedinthePhilippineeducationalsetting.HoweveraspartofEducation

DepartmentoflwateUhiversity,an opportunitywasgivencalledGSIP

Fellowshipanditwasaboutahalf-yearagreement.Iworkedin Fuzoku

JuniorHigh School(Fuzokn meanstheschoola乱 atedtothestate

university)asteam teacherwith JapaneseEnghshteacher.Thismeant

assun ingthesecondaryroleintheclassroomandbeingaspeechmodeland

grammarconsultantratherthan ateacher.Iwasnevertrainedasteam

teacher,Itwasakindofbaptism.Yet,whatmadetheintemshipsoexciting

wasthat,IwasabletointroducemycountrytoJapanesestudents.Itbecame

themediumthrough whichEnglishconversadonbeganwheretherangeof

topicsincludesport,music,dance,history,travel,Cultureandfoods.

ThiswasthewayweexploredtheEnglishlanguageduringthefirst

semesterofmyinternshipinFuzokuJumiorHigh Scholl.Hence,Iconsidered

thisauniqueandprivilegedopportunitytointegratemyselfintothesystem

andtoleam aboutJapaneseeducationwhichwasmymainpurposeofcomlng
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toJapan although Ineedtoconcentrateonelementarymathematics

education.IhadbeenplacedintoapositionwhereIcouldbothobseⅣeand

participateintheeducationalsystemwhichmanycountriesadmire.

Tl止SwasnotaneasytaskIborrowedtapesofspokenJapaneseandposted

Kanji,HiraganaandKatakanacharacterstoleam thelanguagessoIcan

commumicateelfectively.ButIsoonfoundthatasmuchasItriedtomaster

JapaneseiwassurroundedbypeoplewhowantedtopracticeEnglishand

thosewerethestudents.Iconsideredmyselfveryfortunatetoexperience

becomlnganEnghshteam teacher.

DuringmysecondsemesterofintemshiplrecalledonearticleIreadfrom

theinternetaboutthelifeofteam teachersinJapaneseschools.Ireadabout

somecomplainingthattheywerebeingusedas̀もum an taperecordel.S"to

givemodelreadingsorwhofelttheywerenotfreetocontroltheirownlessons.

ButinmywholeintemshipIneverhadthatfeelingofbeingusedashum an

taperecorders,Ifelttheoppositeinstead.TheJapaneseEnglishteachersin

FuzokumademefeelIwasimportantandthatIwasplayingagreatrolein

theclassroomIfeltveryemotionallysatisfiedwhenIsawJapanesestudents

leami gfromme_

As an intem,ⅠfoundmyselftheintriguedobservertakingnotesofwhatI

sawandexperiencedandanalyzingtheinter･relationshipsbetweenstudents

andteachers,teachersandconeagues,colleaguesandadmimistrator.Rather

thanfeeklgusedastaperecorderifoundmyselfamazedatthestructureof

societyandthehierarchicalpowerswhichgeneratedorderandrespect,inthe

classroom.ThosewerethetimestoexaminetheJapaneseelementaryand

juniorhigh schools,toadmireitsstrengthsandrecognizeitsweakness.

Wh enIbegan myintemshipinFu2X)kuIsetagoalandthatwastodevelop

thestudents'self-esteeminspeakingEnghsh.Ⅰfeltverysadmeetingstudents

whocanspeakEnghshwellbutlackthecouragetospeak.Wh ydoIsaythis?

Iobnmetstudentsalongthecomidorwhowereeagertospeakwithmein

privatewhentheirpeerswerenotaroundyetwhencalleduponinclassto

respond,theyoftenchoosetoremainsilentandrefusedtoreply.Itoldthem

thattheycan speakwellbutwhattheyneedisconstantpractice,SoI

encouragedthem tospeakEnghshwheneverthereisachancetodoso.Ⅰ
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advisedthemtoreadanEnglishnewspaperoranyarticlefortwentyminutes

dayorliStentoEnglishsongsorevenwatchEng止shprogram onTV.These

activitieswm helpthemlittlebylittleleam andappreciatethelanguage.

TheymaynotseetheimportanceofEnglishin theirlivesnowbutsooner

whentheyentertheworkforcetheywinreah howimportantitis.

ThelastdayofmyinternshipinFuzokn,IexpressedwhatIsensed

l･egardingthefeelingsofstudentstowardsEnglish.Itoldthem thatthey

shouldnotstudyEnghshforthetestsortopleasetheteachers.彪 Lbet也ey

BbouMBtUdvhrLbemselTW.Theyshouldstudyfortheirowngrowthand

maturity.Iexplainedtothemthatiftheystudyfortheteacher,itisnotthem

whow山血ilbuttheteacherbecallSetheywmlosetheimportantpointofthe

lessonthatistobecomealifelonglearner.

In80meWaysIwantedtoeaectchangebutIalsoknewthatasaforelgnerI

amculturallyrestrictedinwhaticoulddoandsay-Languageandcultureare

sointegratedthatonecannot血llyunderstoodwithoutamasteryoftheother

andIoftenfeltthatthelongerIstayedinJapanthelessIknow.

AsidefromtheintemshipinFuzokuJuniorHigh,GSIPalsogavemethe

opportunitytogotoelementaryschools.Myvisitstoelementaryschools

addedinsightshowtheelementar4yschoolsysteminJapanworks.Iwasable

tointerviewsometeachersregardingdisciplineandteachingstrategiesin

mathematics.Theteachersandstudentswereveryenthusiasticwhenthey

introducedthedifferentJapanesegam es,tradidons,foods,andfestivalS.That

wasthetimeIlean ednotonlyaboutJapaneseeducationbutalsoitscultural.

InthelastelementaryschoolIvisited,Iwasabletohearthekn･kusongor

multiplicationtablesongwhichIhavebeenlongingtohearsinceIheard

aboutitlastyear .Atlast,IhadthechancetohearitandIcan Sharethis

strategytoteachersinthePhilippinesbecauseIbelieveitisthemostelfective

wayforthepup止stomemorizethemultiplicationtableataveryearlyage.It

wasredlyagreatopportunity.

Iowemanythingsalsofrommyteachingfellowwhowasalwaysbymyside

sincetheGSIPbegan.HewaSalwaysin touchwith meandsharedhis

insightsineverythingwedid.Hewasmyconstantpartner.Hewashonest

andgentleinglunghiscommentsbecauseoftheseIwasabletodowhatwas
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expectedfromme.HewasalwaySboostingmymorale,mademeconfident

andperformedtheasslgnedtask.Soeventhough howmountainousthejobis,

whenthereissomebodylikehimyoucandoittothefunest.Fromhisalso,I

lean edsomerudinentsofNihongo.

ihavelean edanotherthingfromthisinternship.Forathingoraprogram

tobesuccessful,pa血 erShipisveryImportant.Thetaskbecomeseasie)･and

hghterwhentherearetwopeopledoingit.Thisthingisnoteminentinthe

schoolwhereIbelong.IthinkthisisagainanotherthingthatIshould

suggesttonyadministratorandcolleagues.

BeingpartoftheGSIPoflwateUniversityreanyhelpedmebroadenmy

perspectiveofJapaneseeducationalsystemandculture.Iwasabletoview

fromdin:erentanglesthelifeoftheJapanesestudents.Theseexperienceshad

emiChedmyexperiencesasateacherandasan individual person.The

conversationsIhadwith mysuperiorsin theprogram madememore

understandingandpadent.Culturaldifferencesandlanguagebamiershould

notbeahindrancetomaketherelationshipflOwsmoothly.As MarcelProust

(1934)oncesaid,"AtruevoyageofdiSCOVeZy00nBiBtSnotin 飴ekingnewlm dB,

butin8eeingwithneweyes."
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