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Whataretheobstaclestocommunicativelanguageteachingin Japanand

whatcamwedotol℃mOⅥ:them?

JamesM.Hall

l.0 htrodtKdon

In1989,dieMinisbyofScien(岩,Srx)rts,fklucation,andculture(MonbuKagakt芯ho)revked

dienationalEnghshclmiculum andplaαdFdagogiCalin仇lenCeOnfosteringstudents'

00mmunicativeabilitiesOlaguchj,2005)･TlleSereVisions includedrelaxingthetight

nsDidionsonthesequennngofgrammaticalandsyntacticstructl】ltSinthecurriculumso

teacherswouldhavemozefreedomindleiruseoflanguageandtheinb.ductionoforal

commimicadonclassesintotheI七gh Sd-1hglishcurriculum (Wada,2∝辺,p33)･

Ac00rdingtoWada,toprovidedleOreticalsupFDrtfortheserefomlS,ale authorsofthese

guidelinereferredtodleframeworkofcommun血tivecompetenoeprofXd intwoseminal

papeJSbyCmaleandSwainin1980andCanalein1983･juas,16yearslabr,dlESeinitiatives

haveyettobeembracedbylocalsch-1sasmanyJapaneseteachersofErtgLshcontinuetobe

indiffe陀nttOthecommunimtiveapproach(Gorsuch,2CK)1;McQ)rLnell,20∝);Tqguchi,2005).
IndlispaperIwillconsiderwi1ycommunicativelanguageteaching(CIJT)hasyettobe

embra∝dbymanyJapanesesch001SanddieimplicationsforBlglishteacherminingatthe
IwateUniversityFacultyofEducadon･

2.0 VVhatbCLT?

CLTisbasedonthethex)ryoflanguageleamingthatcomprehenslbleinputi･e･languagedlat

studentsGmunderstand,andnegotiationofmeanmg,l･e･interacdonbetweenspeakerswho

changedleirs野 dandt】光Otherkclmiquesinorderto飽SeCO打-uniation,isneqぷaryfor

L2acquisition.CLTemphasi2XS dieCOmmuni田tionofmeaningbetw比nteadlerand

shldentsandamongaleStudentsthemselvesingrouporpairwork(Lightbown&Spada,

1999,p192)IGramm aticalform sa陀fccusedontoclarifymeaning･TTleultimategoalsofthe

aTcurriculumaretodevelopshldents'communicativeα)mpetenceandpreparedlemtOIBe

dleL2intheoutsideworld(Savignon,2〔XXZ)･

a)mmunicaLivecompetencek knowing 加̀henandhow tosaywhattowhom

(Lu艶n-FJeeman,2CW,p1121)･"The00mfX)nentSOfcommunicative00mpetence,identiBed

byGmaleandSwain,aregrammaticalcomrx!tenoe,S∝iolingulStlCcompetence,dkcol】r㌍
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00mpetenceandsb･ategiccompetenal.AccordingtoSavignon(1997,p.83),communicadve

00mpeten(芳isdynamicratherdlanStaticIInotherwords,communicativecompetenceis

00ntextspecific:TYlelanguagethatweusedependsonourunderstandingoftheenvironment

dlatWeareinandtherolesofdleinterl∝dors･Asanexample,pleaselookatMrs･ju

Tanaka'sapproachtoaskingforsaltandpepperinScenarios1and2(良)rrowed舟omHall,

2005).

Scerd o1:Ab.HMeThnahqMrs.AiTmlahth.BillGdesandMn.Gぬ weatMr

Gate'5houfefordb7nq.

Mr.H姐eThruka:Mr.Gates,Im岱tSaytheSePtatO鵡arefantastic.

Mrs.AiThnaka:Oh-Yes.um-isdlereanySaltand四!匹吐

Mr.BilIGates:Oh,yes,ofcourse.EXcuseme.Hereyougo.

Scerd o2:HdeandAiTb7akaweathomeeatbzgdbmq.

NbT.fhdeThnaka:nerx'tatoBaJePrettyg∝蝿eh?

2.I11℃TenetsofCLT

Todevelopstudents'abilityto雌edleProperlanguageindleProperCmteXt,CLToperateson
diefollowingtenets(Savignon,1997,pp･28-29):

TeMlI:LmlguageuseCOnyLfL"fmawab胎iesb2abyvadcom7nmわativePLZmeWOrk77ze

fuZtureOftheabilkieuneededLfdependbdontherolesofLhepwtk:bants,theS血atbnmui

dZegoalofdzebdqactkJtL

As Scenario1and2showed,lmguageuseiscontextdependent･rIhts,languageinthe

00mmunicativeclassroom isneverSeparatedfrom cmtext:Leamezsleam languageto

achievesomekindofcommunicativeplllX芯e-inb･ducingdlemSelves,askingdirections,

explain1ngtOaPartnerWheresomethingisetc.-ratherthan,forexample,leamingthe

progressiveten紀fordleSakeoflearnil一gtheprogr6Sivetense･

Tenet2/LwzguageweLfαeative.LeのIlerSlifeWhdevwknowledgeofthekmguageSystem

1ForRdherdkcussionofdle00m叩 lenlsseeTemi(q
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[hqhavelogetLheb.meEmmgaCrtlSS.

¶ 一eJ℃isfloSuchthingasaperfectlistenerorspeakerofalanguage･Wh eneverwemeeta

contextwehaveneverexperien∝dbefore-forexample,orde血gap12Za-Wemight

strugglebeml岱eWehavetouseorlistentOlanguagewhoseu弘geOrmeanlngWedidnot

know･Givendleinfiinitenumberofdifferentcontextsthatexist,wewillinevitablyfind

ouz駅lvesinasituationwherewedonotunderstandtheothersFakerorour00nvqsation

partnerdo窃nOttmderstandus･¶ltRSaperSOn'sabilitytou駈WhateverknOwledgeshehasto

getherpintacrossk岱Sentialforuslnglanguageintheoutsideworld･Inthecommunicative

languageClass,unlessdle血 lSisona｡CuraCy,Students'utteranaswi1lnotbe00rrectedas

longasdleyareSuccessfullycomm unicatingdleirintendedmeanlng･

Tend3:L2Zem71ing,likeLIZem b2g,begお wkhtheneedsandふderesL"fLhesbdenLs.

TetzeE4:AnmZablsisoflem7W needymdbderes缶zrotidesthemostdrectivebasisfor

mderkT缶development.

CLT近leaner-仕ntered;thismeans,a∝ordingtoHamm er(2001,p･5句,thatitisstudentsI

needswhidldrivethesyllabl芯,notsomeimpaedlist･ItistnstulatedbySavignon(1997,

p35)thatI2 aquisitionwinbem(器teffectivewhenleam ersc肌relyontheirprevious

knowledgetointerpretm飴-1lngwithinanewlinguisticcode･

Tend5:Thebaf血 LmkofpyactkeshouldalwLDlSbeatextorachufhofゐcourse

ProLhLCtkmshouldbegb2WidzdZeCOnVeymu:eOflne-klg.Formalaccuraq血dzebegふmbZg

stagesshoukibefWidwrequirednoreq,eded

Tenet5isstipulatingdlatStudentsshouldneverbegivenisolatedsentencestoanalyzebut

ratheratextordialogue･Thus,anynewgrammarisleamedincontext･nisdiscourse,

however,shouldberelatedtothestudentsneedsandinterestsradlerthanbeameanlngless

pleCeOft∝【designedtodemomb'abatargetshcture･

Taud6:TheEeadzerassumesavwieyofrolestoI- akm erpwtk申atianblaWkie
rmgeofcommLuZicadvejmdiotu･

SinceCIXincorrx)ratessuchactivitiesasgroup-workpair-work,hdividualwork,class-work

studentpresentations,andteacherpresentations,theteadlermustassumenumerousrOles･

A∝ordingtoHamler(2001,pp55-67),thecommuni現tivelanguageteacherhasdle

followingroles:1.C3ntroller;2.qganizer;3･Assessor;4･Prompter;5･PaJticipant;6･

Resourα;7.Tutor;8.Observer.hadditiontDtheseroleshedescnbesateadher'sdutyas
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beingaperformerbeausethedifferentrolesrequiredifferentteadlerbehavioIS･I･astlyhe

saysthatateachermustako血ICtionasatea血ingaid･Byteacheraid,Hammermeansthat

teachers,themselves,canbecork;ideredpiecesofteachingequlPment.Likealanguage

leamngvideo,dleteachercanmimeandgesturesothatstudentsc肌understandher･Likeale

textbeingstudied,theteadlerherselfcanserveasalanguagemodelforthestudentsIFinally,

like,theteachingmaterials,theteadlerherself C肌 PrOVidestudentswithcomprehensible

input

21Wh yCI:TT

ThegrammartranslationapproachorP akuandcontrolledspeakingpmctice(i･e10ndoku,

reheaJSeddialogueetc.)anstilltheprevalentFdagoBicalme血cxkinEnglishteachingin

Japan(Gorsuch,2001;Paleck,1996;Hubbell,2∝2;McG)nnell,2W ,Taguchi,2W ;Sato,

2002)･ThiswasalsoevidentinaTewhblgandAssesmigSpeakingWo血hopgivenbythe
IwateAssdationofEnglishEducators(iwdeeigobouikukenbuukal)dlereafeatured

pJtSenterargueddlatJapaneseJuniorhighsch00kshouldfKuSOngram maticalcompeten伐

andnotaleOthercomrx)nentsofcommunicativecompeten∝･GrarrmatiCalknowledge,

althoughindisrx=nsableforLZacquisition,willnotsufficebyitself･

AccordingtoVanPattenandIR(2M ),sem dlanguageacquisition(SLA)involvesthe

αeationofan血plicitorun00lyiCiouslinguisticsystem･Thedevelopmentofthissystemis

multifaαtedandconsistsofdifferentprccesses･ThereisnoevidencethatdieSimple

b･ansmissionofgrammahcalknowledgefromkachertostudentalonewillhelpthiscomplex

system evolve.Students cw7developtheirimplicitlingukticsystems,dlOugh,through

reαlVlngcomprehensibleinputandnegotiatingmeanlnglncommunicativeactivities･

However,itisimportantthatdlerealsobesomeform~丘雌 ed(grammatk:al)insbuctionand

00 rreclive氏dback(Lighd)ownandSpada,1999,p･152)･rrhus,orLeCanCOnCludethat

communicadveactivitiesarees entialforSLA.

a)ntrolledspeakingpracticeisu駈fu1forpracdclngPrOnullCiationandintonation･However,

mostofreal甲 edissrx)ntaneotEinvoIvingaletkSeOflanguaBeinreal-time(Hughes,2W2,

p･13).Speakinginreal-timeinvolvesaleaOluisitionofdifferent"ouq)utprcKdllrES"that

enablethespe akertoprduceutteranoSil血an血eOldy.n eseou中utpr∝ニduresare

acquiredillaPredictableorder･Al血ough anenvironmentinwhchleamersmt巡tPrduα

theirown,originallmguageeiherinstantaneouslyorafteral如leplanningGmhelpdleSe

pmcdtuesdevelop,thereisnoevidencethatthememorizationofdialoguesandpradiceof

pronuncialion弧ddialoguealoneisofanybenefit(Savignon,1労り･
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Overall,OneGmCOnCludethatthedlanCeSforstudentstoengageinrealcommunicationin

realcontextstogedlerwithgrammarinstructionandpronunciationpradicec肌helpfacilitate

shldents'SLA:Adynamicpro∝ssthatsimpleteachertostudenttr抑5missionwillnot

benefit.

3.0nt)bkmswithimpkmentingCLTinJapal博eJuniorarxISeTliorHigh Sch00h

lndiePastfewyearstherehasbensubstantialliterahlreaboutther∝e〆onofCIX in

JapaneseSChcx)lsPleases鋸theblbliography)･judlOugh entranceexaminahons,la樗edasses,

andlimi tedclasstimearelktedasobstaclestointrducingnT,theliteraturealSoemphasizes

odlerdeterrentssuchasteadlerS'lackofexrx:rtiseinaT,p∞rtextb00ks,teachersinability

orunwillingnesstouseEnglishasamediumofinstruclionandlimitedopportuniti岱for

professionaldevelopment･InthissectionIwillfausonthelatterdeterrentsasIbelievedlat

we,aledepartmentofEnglish,C肌helptoremovedlem･

3.I.10tdaclel:PtnrTextboks

Ina26-itemstmeysentto1222high sd-1Englishteachersin0血aPrefecture(Wada,

2m ),thcmost舟equentanswerto血equestion"Wh atinhencesyourclassroomteaching

diemost"was"toteachthecontentsofthetextbook"･Sincetextbooksseemtohaveas廿ong

influenceondleCOntentOfanB一glishclass,itisne∝ssarytoaskthequestionastohow
cx)mpatiblethesebooksarewidlaT･Wada(lbid･)not缶 thatdlerehasbeenlittle-earchdlat

hasinvestigakddlisissue･However,papersbyMurata(2CKXt)andT喝pChi(2M )have

founddlatmanyt∝tbooksfororalcommtmicationclassesencouragelideinteraction

berwecnstudentsandarenotcompatlblewithCI:TIFurdlermOre,inPacek(199句,after

retumlngtOJapan,JapaneseteachezsofEnglishwhohadparticipatedinanhglishlanguage

teachhg professional developmentprogram in B一gland,wrotedlatan dstacleto

implementingCLTweredieteXtb-ks･TiluS,itseeITSdlattherecouldbeaconflictofinterESt

betweenMonbuKagakLXShoapproved良-glishtextbooksandthegoalsofthehglish

educationcuITiculum.However,dlismatterneedstobeinvestigatedM er･

3.I.2ttespon駆tOOtxtadel

aTtenets3and4statedlatu leaningshouldfw ontheneedsandinterestsofthe

studentsandsoshouldmaterialdevelopment･Tomeetdieneedsandinterestsofstudents,

sometimesasedionofthetexd)ookwillhavetotxsupplementedwithodlermaterialS･¶ltB,
EnglishteachertraineesandcurrentEnglishteachersneedbaininginhowtomakematerials
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tocomplimentCLrandhowtoevaluatetextbookstodeterminetheircommunicativevalue.

Atan EnBlishteachers'workshop,aparhcIPantOncecomplainedtomethatheandhis

studentsfoⅦ-dtheBlglishtextb-kboring･Itisinthesekindsofcaseswhereteachersneedto

knowhowtosupplementmaterialsdlatdonotinteresttheirstudenls･AtIwaleUniversity,not

onlyshouldweprovidematerialsdevelopmentworkshoI器forcumntandaspiringteachers,

butweshouldencouragestudentstoexploresudhtopicsintheirgradu血etheses.Toreduce

theindividualbtudenofdesignlngmaterials,Blglkhteachersatloαlsch00lsshould

00llaborateindesignmgmaterialsthatwillmeettheinterestsoftheirstudents･

32･1Obstacle2:Teache柑'hckofExpertkeinD銭亀mi喝 ComnltmhtiveActivitks

lthasbeentx)intedoutbyTagudli(2CXB&200りthatmanyteacherslacktheexpeJtiseand

willingnesstodesignandimplementcommunicativeactivities･As aJm lbleexplanation,

Taguchi(2002)offersthefollowing:

Expctedrolesofastudentina廿aditionalJapaneseclassr-maretolistentothe

teacherattentivelyandtotakenotes;however,suchrolesarecbslaclestoale

su∝e箔Ofacommunicativeclasswi1ereit伝crucialforstudentstoengagein

Speaking(paJ'a23)･

321RespoI岱etOOtxtack2

Wh atc弧begadleredfromdlisaccountkthatteadlerSSbruggletotakeonrolesnec6Saryfor

aconmunicBtiveteadler.As statedinsedion2,inacommunicativeclassroomdleteacher

mlRStrelinquishsomeofhercontroltothestudentsandtakeontherolesoforganizer,

prompter,resource,observer,andpartlCIPanttOfacilitatestudentgroup･work･Ibelievethat

notonlyisitne(まぶarytOeXplaindleSerolestoteacherb'ainees,butit伝moreimrx)rtantto

havedlem Practice theseroles･Through miq･oteaching in thetmiversityteaching

medlCdologyclassesandteam teachingatNakanoElementarySchool,S山dentsanpractice

beingacooldinatorofgroupwork･

ItisakonecessaryforteadlertraineestoundelStandwhatkindofclassmanagementissue

anddbciplineprcblemstheymighthaveandhowdleyCOuldrxxslblyresfX)ndtodlem･To

makethisareality,IplanonhavingstudentsthisyearcorrespondwidlCurrentBlglish

teachersthroughoutJapandlrOughweblogglng･
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33.IObstacle3:TeacherscaJnOt(orwiJlnot)useE喝睡hasalemeansOf

ComnlunぬtionintheChssroom

ProfessorKiyokoKLSanOHuthll(2cm),aJapanesepart-timelecturerofEnglishata

Japaneseuniversity,tellsabouthowoneofheruniversitiesdo飴nOtpermitJapaneseteachers

toteachEnglishcommunicationdasses･Sheakotellshowstudentso鮎nreactinsurprise,

dlatShe,anativespeakerofJapanese,conducbherclassesonlyinB一glish.Itseen芯that
manyinJapanhavethebeliefthatJapanesecamot(orshouldnot?)teadhana-glishclassin

English･AsProfesorHubbellrightlypolntSOut,Whatkindofmessageisthissendingto

JapanesestudentsofB一glish?

33.2R鈷POnSetOOtxtack3

An Englishteachershouldserveas肌Blglishspeakingrolemcdelforhisstudents.Ifdie

teacherl】SeSBlglishasthepnmarymedium ofcommtmicationintheclass,thisissendingthe

m田SagethatJapan esepeopletの CanbenuentspeakersofEhglish･Mysubjedive

observationisthatmanystudenlsIhavetaughtinJapanarenotveryshyinSpeakingErlglish

tonativespeakersofthetargetlanguagebuthesitatetospeakBlghshtootherJapanese･ju

lwaLeUniversity,itisimportantto00nductEnglishteachillgme血dol喝yClassesonlyin

Englishwherestudentsreaivecomprehenslbleinputfromaleteacherandinteractwidleach

odlerinthetargetknguage･Although血al1englng,bec孔岱ethecontentisdifficult,itisnot

in1PaibletoparticipateinaclassrunentirelyinEnglish･InTsui(2003),itiswdttendlatthe

wayteachersweJeeducatedasstudentshasaprofoumdinnuenceontheirteachingstyl防.

rIherefoJe,itisu耶aSOnabletoexpctBIBlishteachertraineestoconduddassesonlyin

EnglishifdleClぉSesdleydlemSelvestookwereconductedprin1arilyinJapan6e･

Inadditiontostudentstakingcl誠SeSinEnglish,itisimpoztantfordlemtOObserveJapanese

teacherscondudingEnglkhdas監50nlyinEnglish.TheDepartmentofEnglishEducation

shouldloαtesuchteachersandinb･cduoethemtothestudents･Lastly,Studentsneedto

developtheskillofsimplifyingdifEhltlanguageandusinggesttqessothaldleirstudents

mightbeabletocomprehendwhatdleyareSaylng･ThkisaskillwithwhichevensomeAIXs

struggle･IfaspiringEnglishteachersdonotmasterdlisskill,theywillbeunabletoteacha

classonlyinBlglish･

3.4.I0txtade4:hckofLeanlingOpporttmiGes

Sato(2m )inhisG此Studyofaseniorhighsd100lhglishdepartment,foundthatmostⅢTL
teachersindlisparticularcontextch岱enottOParticipaleinleamlngOPPrttulitiessuchas
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workshoFXS,COneSPOndencecourses,andsabbaticalstopursuefurtherstudy･Tho醍teaChers

thatdid,however,neversharedtheirnewideasorinnovatiorkSwiththeircolleagues.Although

dleteachersstruggledwithteachingBlglish,dleyneverCOmultedeachotheraboutthe

probleI柑theywerehaving･rmecollediveleaningthatdidhappenwasbasedonteachelS

masteringroutinepattems(givingthesameworksheetsonthesameday),kx!pingpacewidl

odlerteachers(indleteXtb∞k),andleaninghowtomanagestudenlsandvariouskindsof

work(p.79)･

3A.2R錯POTbetOOtxtack4

McStteacherswhentheybegindleircalt:erSinevitablystruggleatthetxgiming.Tsui(2003,

p･257)Writesdlatexpertteachersareal)leto`̀theori訟PraCticalknOwledgeand̀practicalize'
dleOreticalknowledge".Inaleformer,teachersrenedontheirsuccessesand鮎 1uresto

theorizewhatissoundpractidteadingbehavior･lndlelatter,teachersu党theorytomake

senseoftheirpractiasandimproveurx)nthem･Leamingoprx)rtunitiessuchasteachers'

workshoI方,COrreSPOnden(芳COurSeS,askingcolleaguesforadviαor血servingα)IleaBueS

classes,orapplyingforasabbaticaltostudyaleneCESaryforteacherstorenectontheirown

practiα anddleOri2Xltheirpracticalknowledgeaswellas"practicali2XBHtheirtheoretical

knowledge.

Asel∝luentlystatedbySato,

For血10VationlinBlglishlanguageteaching]tohappen,Wemustfhdwaysto

helpteacherstObecomelifelongleamersinacollaborativeenvironment(lbid,

p･81)･

FilSt,WhattheDepartmentofhglishEklucationcandoisbuildacollaborativeleamlng

environmentinwhichstudentsworktogethertodevelopintocommunicativeBlglishteachers･

Onesuchexampleisaleteacher-b･alnlngCOnductedatNakanoElementarySch00linwhich

studentsfromEnglishTemhb2gMethodologiesIandIIpreparetoteachanB一glkhdassin

groufS,reCeivefeedbackfromtheirpe ersandtheelementarysch-1faculty,andlastlyreflect

ontheirexpenence.

4.0Condt鳩ion

TTLkpaperhasdefinednT,explainedthatitsfeatur6cmfacilitateSLAprooぶeS,and

discussedsomeofdleObstacl錯tOits血plementationaswellasstepsdlattheIkpa血IentOf

EnglishEducationatlwateUniversitycantaketoeliminatethesedeterrents･TTletypeof
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EnglishcussIpersonallywantgraduatesoftheEnglishprogramtoteach近onerichin

knguage;inthisclass,theteacherwouldserveasthelingulSticmdelandsupplystudents

withplentyofcomprehenslbleinput･FurdlermOre,aleClassr00mwouldbeavlbrantpla伐

wherestudentswerefrequentlyengagingincommmication･Inordertomakethisareality,

tenetsofCLTsuchaspracticinglanguageincontext仲 let1),encotmgingtheqeativeuseof
languageOTenet2),cho鵡inganddesigningmaterialSthatinterestthestudents(托mets3&4),

neverpracticinglanguageinisolationgenet5),anddieteacherassumingavarietyofrolesto

encowagegroupworkgenetqshouldbepracti∝d.h ently,aTisnottXingpracti∝d
widelyinJapan･IhavesuggestedthattheDepartmentofBlglishRlucationcanhelpzemove

someoftheobstadestoC【JbyencouraglngStudedstoresearchmaterialsdevelopment,

b･ainstudentsinassumlngthedifferentrolesofaleteacherinaT,conductourteaching

methcdologycoursessbidlyinE喝lishandinb･ducestudentstoEnglishteacherswho

00nducttheirclassesentirelyinBlglish,andcnateacollaborativeandc-peradveleamlng

environmentwithindledepartment･

Ona五nalnote,inadditiontotheworktobedoneatlwateUniveISity,thecollaboration

betweenallth岱einvolvedinEnglisheducation-parents,students,schcK)1teachers,tmiverslty

professors,andsch∞1princIPals-willbeneo溺 aryforinnovationinBlglisheducation･This

year,dvoughdieaCtivityoftheIwateA詰∝iationofhglkh以ucAtOrS,Ihopetotakeastep

inthisdirection.
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