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[XIA 1: Robert Greene, A Dispvtation betweene a Hee Conny-catcher and a Shee
Conny-catcher. 1592. Bodleian Library, Malone 574.]
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1. Magdalene College, Cambridge O John Selden, (Samuel Pepys I= & o TRZE)D 137647
2. British Library, Roxburghe (D% 1400 §7

3. [A) LA Bagford @ 355§

4. Bodleian FijD Wood D 279 §

S. Al LAk Rawlinson O 218 &

6. [A]_EAjER Douce @ 877 §

7. London Society of Antiquaries D 56 {f

8. British Library @ Suffolk collection of Elizabethan ballads (H{fIAHES)
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“Maid now dwelling at the Town of Meurs in Dutchland, that hath not taken any Food this

sixteen Years, and is not yet neither Hungry nor Thirsty.” ©
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1. A/ Notable Discovery of Coosnage / Now daily practised by sundry lewd per-/sons, called
Connie-catchers, and / Crosse-biters. / Plainly laying open those pernitious sleights that hath
brought many igno-/rant men to confusion. / Writfen for the general benefit of all Gentlemen,
Clitizens, Aprentises, Countrey Farmers | andyeomen, that may hap to fall into the company
of such coosening companions. | With a delightfull discourse of the coosnage of Colliers. [
Nascimur propatria By R. Greene, Maister of Arts., 1591.

2. THE /SECOND / and last part of Conny-catching. / With new additions containing many
merry tales of | all lawes worth the reading, because they are wor -thy to be remembered. /
Discoursing strange cunning in Coosnage, which if you reade with-/ out laughing, Ile giue
you my cap for a Noble. /Mallem nonesse quam non prodesse patrie. | R. G. , 1592

3. THE/ THIRDE/ and last Part of Conny-/catching. / WITH THE NEW DEVISED /
knanish Art of Foole-taking. / The like Cosenages and Villenies neuer before [ discouered. [
By R.G. 1592

4. ADISPVTATION, / Betweene a Hee Conny-catcher, and a/ Shee Conny-catcher, whether
a Theefe or a Whoore, is / most hurtfull in Cousonage, to the Com-/mon-wealth. /
DISCOVERING THE SECRET VILLA/nies of alluring Strumpets./ With the Conuersion
of an English Courtizen, reformed / this present yeare, 1592. / Reade, laugh, and learne. /
Nascimur propatria.|R. G.

5. THE / BLACKE BOOKES /MESSENGER. / L aying open the Life and Death / of Ned
Browne one of the most notable Cutpurses, / Crosbiters, and Conny-catchers, that | euer liued
in England. / Heerein hee telleth verie plea -/santly in his owne person such strange prancks
and / monstrous villanies by himand his Consorte / performed, as the like was yet neuer /
heard of in any of the former /bookes of Conny-/catching.
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... there is a connie, saith one [cony-cathher]. At that word out flies the Setter, and
ouertaking the man, begins to salute him thus: Sir, God saue you, you are welcom to London,
how doth all our good friends in the countrie, I hope they be all in health? The countrie man
seeing a man so curteous he knowes not, halfe in a browne studie at this strange salutation,
perhaps makes him this aunswere.  Sir, all our friends in the countrie are well thankes bee to
God, but truly I know you not, you must pardon me. Why sir, saith the setter, gessing by his
tong what country man hee is, are you not such a cuntry man, if he say yes, then he creeps
vpon him closely: if he say no, then straight the setter comes ouer him thus: In good sooth sir,
I know you by your face & hane bin in your companie before, I praie you (if without offenc}
let me craue your name, and the place of your abode. The simple man straight tels him
where he dwels his name, and who be his next neighbors, and what Gentlemen dwell about
him. After he hath learned al of him, then he comes ouer his fallowes kindly: sir, though I
haue bin somwhat bold to be inquisitiue of your name, yet holde me excused, for I tooke you
for a friend of mine, but since by mistaking I haue made you slacke your busines, wele drinke
a quart of wine, or a pot of Ale together: if the foole be so readie as to go, then the Connie is
caught: but if he smack the setter, and smels a rat by his clawing, and will not drinke with him,
then away goes the setter, and discourseth to the verser the name of the man, the parish hee
dwels in, and what gentlemen are his near neighbours, with that away goes he, & crossing the
man at some tuming, meets him ful in the face, and greetes him thus.

What goodman Barton, how fare al our friends about you? you are well met, I haue the
wine for you, you are welcometo town. The poore countryman hearing himselfe named by
a man he knows not, maruels, & answers that he knowes him not, and craues pardon. Not
me goodman Barton, hane you forgot me? why I'am such a mans kinsman, your neighbor
not far off: how doth this or that good gentleman my friend? good Lord thatIshould be out
of your remembrance, I haue beene at your house diuers times. Indeede, sir, saith the farmer,
are you such a mans kinsman, surely sir if you had not chalenged acquaintance of me, I
should neuer haue knowen you, I haue clean forgot you, but I know the good gentleman your
cosin well, he is my very good neighbor: & for his sake saith y verser, weel drink afore we
part, haply the man thanks him, and to the wine or ale they goe, then ere they pa it, they make
him a cony, & so feret-claw him at cardes, y' they leaue him as bare of mony, as an ape of a
taile®
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Let no young wriggleeyed damosel, if her years have struck twelve once, be left
unassaulted, but it must be thy office to lay hard siege to her honesty, and to try if the walls of
her maidenhead may be scaled with a ladder of angels. For one acre of such wenches will
bring in more at year's end than an hundred acres of the best -harrowed land between Deptford
and Dover.  And take this for a note by the way: You must never walk without your deuce or
deuce-ace of drabs after your boot-heels; for when you are abroad you know not what use you
may have for them. And lastly, if you be well feed by some riotous gallant, you must
practise, as indeed you do, to wind out a wanton velvet cap and bodkin from the tangles of her
shop, teaching her — you know how— to cast a cuckold's mist before the eyes of her
husband, which is, telling him she must see her cousin, new-come to town, or that she goes to
awoman's labour, when thou knowest she goes to none but her own; and, being set out of the
shop, with her man afore her to quench the jealousy of her husband, she by thy instructions
shall turn the honest simple fellow off at the next tuming and give him leave to see The Merry
Devil of Edmonton or A Woman Killed with Kindness, when his mistress is going to the same
murder! Thousand of such inventions, practices, and devices, I stuff thy trade withal; beside
the [uxurious meetings at taverns, ten -pound suppers, and fifteen-pound reckonings, made up
afterwards with riotous eggs and muscadine.  All these female vomits and aduiterous surfeits
I give and bequeath to thee, which I hope thou wilt put in practice with all expedition after my

0
decease.
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Z DBWERDEHE, A Chaste Maid in Cheapside D& 5 A L 7 NGS5,

[Sir Walter] . . . I am o'er-grown with sin;

Still my adulterous guilt hovers aloft,
And with her black wings beats down all my prayers
Ere they be half way up ...

Her pleasing pleasures now hath poisoned me,
‘Which I exchanged my soul for;
Make way a hundred sighs at once for me.

Next I bequeath to that foul whore his wife,
All barrenness of joy, a drouth of virtue,
And dearth of all repentance: for her end,
The common misery of an English strampet,
In French and Dutch, beholding ere she dies
Confusion of her brats before her eyes,
And never shed a tear for it."*

(A Chaste Maid in Cheapside, V, i, 74-116)
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B8 % X DD ORI T=EETFHD The Groundworke of Conny-catching
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A2 roman {RIZERREI N Tk < ¥\ 5 Harry Carter, A View of Early Typography: Up to
About 1600, The Lyell Lectures 1968 (Oxford: Clarendon 1969)DI5EEEEIT LoD
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etestable Use of

Diceplay. 1552. Bodleian Lfbrary 8K3,Art. BS]

R HIZIE Pedlars' French & XIZN 2EEDIREDERRDH . UTICZEN
BRENT B, LWSODBSFHDERTTH B,
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Here followeth their pelting speech:

Here I set before the good reader the lewd, lousy language of these loitering lusks and lazy
lorels, wherewith they buy and sell the common people as they pass through the country;
which language they term pedlars' French, a [sic] unknown tongue only but to these bold,
beastly, bawdy beggars and vain vagabonds, being half mingled with English when it is
familiarly talked. And first placing things by their proper names as an intorduction to this
peevish speech:

nab, ahead. bene, good

nab-cheat, ahator cap.  beneship, very good.
glaziers, eyes. queer, nought.
asmelling-cheat, ancse. agage, aquart pot."

AT DD, IOV X MILITREH 1 4EBIDES, FEd5IARAI# ) v o T
AU, 4 ) PPV —= ik white letter) TH . Zh LIS DIERTIX
TRCA VTV v a{Kblack letter) Tdb %0 Z LT Z DEIZFHIEN = HOSEED
X DEEELD THFFEAT) Wi h TN 3D7%E,

The upright-cove canteth to the rogue.
The upright-man speaketh to the rogue.

UPRIGHT-MAN. Bene lightmans to thy quarroms! In what libken hast thou libbed in this
darkmans, whether in a libbege or in the strummel?
Good-morrow to thy body! In what house hast thou lain in all night, whether in a bed or

in the straw?

Now we have well boused, let us strike some cheat.
Now we have well drunk, let us steal something.

What! Stow your bene, cove, and cut benat whids! And bing we to Rome-vill, to nip a
bung. So shall we have lour for the bousing ken. And when we bing back to the
dewse-a-vill, we will filch some duds off the ruffinans, or mill the ken for a lag of duds.

What! Hold your peace, good fellow, and speak better words!  And go we to London, to

cuta purse.  Then shall we have money for the ale-house. And when we come back again
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into the country, we will steal some linen clothes off some hedges, or rob some house for a
buck of clothes."*

Pedlars' French ¥ HEEEDFERDPO— KL V7 ) 0¥ 2K TCHRIZN=R—D
I3 ERERREORBEI R LT 2, 7 FO—= b ZFDOREEEDOAR 5T,
WOEDZ LIFBWMIXFICLI>THE . BERDOLLTREIN TS, Ly
URRHCZ NS 72 5tE W Lo TH E SDICRAARERFFE COFFITEH 5.
KL LR L TOMBEOTR - B, ZhidF =, /S0 7L w b EWS BB H,
ATHOSDOFAI BRI, BET 2MREF T 2558 EROREICHSHL
S \EHHEDFH (=rle-playing) D RAFA D7z bMEFOAEEESX
FRHEISLTHLE MROSDZOFHFILRILTILESIHY LS LLER-
TWb, SV 7Lw MIZZTC, ZRBEO7IVT 7Ry bDE v b EAUFETLT S
ZEIEo T, ELOTHOERIRERDE L TNEDE,

HAZITE LB SND W REFRD RN =D pedlars, (chapman) 257z, ¥ A
P ACFDA— M) BRAFZDVE D TH B, 1 T HED Cotgrave D Dictionarie of the
French and English Tongues DECINZIE ‘Pedlar ZEHZL T SESFRMEICMET
“Almanacks, Bookes of News"#552% &3 %, PLTHNE 7L w NEZORE
DRI ~NDFERIE, I ZEDENETH 5 pedlas DY P VT 4 IIXZ 5N THN
7=bd Lan, PESICEERBCERDA N =X LDET L HEOEERER
2, B L HEDIE < FHRICDWTDERE Y PV b THEHE L Tho Iz
LbEZHhES,

1587 EhRZ 7 7 =)V « 5K > = v F(Raphael Holinshed)D FZeEA{ETa
(Chronicles)DJF LA FORERD S %o

“For the computation of the yeares of the world, I had by Maister Wolfes aduise followed
Functius; but after his [Wofe’s] deceasse, M. William| H[arrison] made me partaker of a
Chronologie, which he had gathered and compiled with most exquisit diligence, following
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