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Thomas J. Campanella, Republic of Shade: New England and the American Elm
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... an unhewn cathedral, in whose choirs

Breezes and storm-winds, and the many birds

Join'd in the varied anthem.
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Father of elms! long may you stand,

A joy and wonder in our land;

A rallying spot for meeting gay,

With speech and song on asummer's day.
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It had been planted by a great-grandson of the first Pyncheon, and, though now fourscore.
years of age, or perhaps nearer a hundred, was still in its strong and broad maturity, throwing
its shadow from side to side of the street, overtopping the seven gables, and sweeping the
whole black roof with its pendent foliage. It gave beauty to the old edifice, and seemed to
make it a part of nature.
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From cradle to grave, elm trees bore the very identity of the New England people.
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