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The original-spelling edition of the Complete Oxford Shakespeare
offers a fully edited text using the spelling and punctuation of whichever
early edition seems closest to Shakespeare’s manuscript. Stage
directions are more conservatively reproduced than in the
modern-spelling edition. Emendations use the spelling conventions of
the original text or, when it can be conjectured, of the manuscript
underlying it. . . . This edition makes it possible to read an ‘ideal’text of
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. .. the poem must be regarded as Shakespeare’s until proved
otherwise, . . . unless this document’s attribution can be disproved,
this poem must be included in any edition of Shakespeare’s works

that claims tobe “complete”7
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‘Shall I Die?% > =4 7 AU 7OERE T2 2 &ICREREE L. BRRRmE
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A Funeral Elegy belongs hereafter with Shakespeare’s poems and
plays, not because there is incontrovertible proof that the man
Shakespeare wrote it (there is not) nor even because it is an
aesthetically satisfying poem (it is not), but rather because it is
formed from textual and linguistic fabric indistinguishable from
that of canonical Shakespeare. Substantially strengthened by
historical and intertextual evidence, that web is unlikely ever to
come unraveled, As a result, future editors will probably include
A Funeral Elegy among Shakespeare’s works . . .10
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L' asy csuut, Fszap.s.
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Shakespeare A Textual Companion.
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Two Versions of King 1 ear

Gary Taylor, ‘Shakespeare s New Poem: a Scholar’s Clues and Conclusions’, NewYork
szes Book Review; 15, December, pp. 11-14.

Letters by Peter Beal and Donald Foster, TLS, 24 January 1986, pp. 87-8.

Taylor,p.14.
8 Brian Vickers, ‘Counterfeiting’ Shakespeare: Evidence, Authorship, and John Ford's
Funerall Elegye, pp. 1-53.

loc cit.
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