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Overview
●■

Englishlanguageteadertralnlngpr喝ramS,aSdirededbytheJapimeSeMinistryof

Education,SportsandCulture(Monbushb),打etOincludeatmiveTSity-1evel00urseonthe

culturalbackgroundofEnglish･hthisway,aculturalcontextc弧begiventhestudents

studyingtobe00meEnglish)anguageteadhers,andtheymaythl芯Seehowandwhy

Englishisl芯edbynativespeakers･Itisassumedthatwhenthesestudentsbe00me
teadhersthemselves,theyc弧 00nVeyaCulturalunderstandingtotheirovm Blglish

clas紀S. Thereasonsforsudha00urseareαrtainlyinthebestinterestofthestudentof

Englishandthere近anundeniabLeneedforthiscultl∬alinsight,butthereremainfew

exampLesofsudlaSyllabusactuallyinplaα ･

Withaneyetowardprovidingsomeideastotho駈Whowishtodeveloptheirovmculhrc

00 ursesyllabus,thistwo-partarticlepresentsacoursedescnptlOn,Pr∝℃dure,various
●●

teadlingmeth(ds,studentanda)urseevaluation,andaclass-bydasssetoflessontopl(5

andideas,forasemester00ursethatwasdevel甲daspartofthelanguageeducation

pr喝ram,intheDepartmentofEnglish,FacultyofEducationatlwateUmiversity･Part

(D,whichappearedinthepreviousissueofthisBuZZetin,fm edonsomelessontopi(3

andideastaughtaspartofthecmrsesyllabtlS･Thispartwilldealwithadditionaltopi(5

thatateoftenincludedinthe00ursesy11abl退･

Intrduction

Itisanal1-toかCOmm OnSituationonefinds,whereastudentofaspkenlanguagehas

studiedinaloationfar-removedfrom whereノthetargetlanguageisactuallyus ed･

Withoutsrxmdingagreatdealoftimèbithin''thetargetlanguage'sdomain-whereitis
usedinaday-todaycontexH hisstudentc弧 neVerreal1ypene廿atethelanguage
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beyonditsrulesofgrammarandlistsoflexi瓜Iitems.htheend,asthestudentcmnot

aquirethefullvalueofthelanguagewithout00ntactwithitsspeakers,thestudent

remair岨 an"OutSidef'bylackinganyinsightintotheculturalbasisforthelanguage

uSage･

However,Oftentherearestrongreasonswhythestudentcarnothavethisdesirablefaa-

to-fan contact.Factorssud asα器tanddistance,aswellastimeinthebrmofa

studeがS00urseload,C弧Predudethestudentfrom"livingamongstthenatives".rrhe

resfX)nSlbilitythenfallstothelanguageteachertoprovidethestudentwithexamplesof

〟realistie'αlturalsettingswherethelanguageiskingused･Thesematerialsshould

alsopresentavarietyofcu]tural00ntexts,sothatthestudentanbeexrxx;edtoavariety

ofspeakersandtheirculturalsettings.

mereremainsthequestim amongmanylanguageteachersofwhattoteach･Sever山

teachersandpr喝ramadmirdstratorsatotheruniversiti6inJapanhavee甲reSSedinterest

inwhatth(芯eteachingsucha00ursemightbeincludingintheirsyllabtBeS･Itisforthis

reasonthatwepre*ntthefo110wlngSyllabtBtopi(5,widltheintentionofofferingsome
●

ideasinhelpingotherteadersmeetthegoalsofabadgound00 urseoncu)ture･

CoumeOverview

¶le00urSe,udersEandhgDtUwedCuZLuJ懲:AComparativeCulbraZBackgroundof

English,wasdevelopedhereatTwateUniversityaspartoftheEnglish別ucation

pr呼 am intheFacultyof以ucation.ItseekstofulflllthediredivesofMonbushoby

providingthestudentswithachanoeto00mpareaspectsoftheirownJapanesecuhre

withth(芯einwhichEnglishisbeingllSedasanativelmguage(inol∬瓜Se,Various

aspedsofU･S･S∝ietyareexamineq･

● ●▲
ne00urseis00mprisedprlmarilyof2nd-year students,maJOrngeitherinEnglish

edu也tion,orinelementaryeducationwithaminorinhglish･ 1meclぉsesare

anductedbyanAn ericmnativehglishspeakerwho,forthebene丘tofprovidingan

Englishatm(おPheretothestudents,usesonlyhglish(althoughsomeofthevideo

pr喝raTruareinJapanese)･The901minuteclassmeetsonαaweek,forabout12

classespersemester.
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恥 edtm

The00urseiscmductedasaseminar,ratherthanasa"straightlecture･" Studentsare

expectedtotakeanactivepartindisq∬sions,tBingEng)ishastheirfoundationlanguage,

α刑tributingdleirovm personalvieⅥ侶andideas･ Studentskeepaweeklyjoumal(in
Eng)ish)ofeventsm rringintheU･S･andinother】軸glish-speaking00untries.They

●
fw onplntSthatseemculturallyimfX)rtantOrddwhen00mparedtodleirovm

αlture.Topi(Smightrangefromnewsitemstomoviesorml芯ic,aswellaStheiroⅥm

血servations･Theymightalsocho雌etOWdteabouttheirownexrx5rienαsabroadinan

Englishrspeaking00untry,orth岱eOfaquaintan∝sIManyalsowriteabouttheirovm

impressionsofaparticulardass.¶lisisen00uraged,asitprovidestheteacherwidl
良edbadkastothevaluethelessonmighthavehadforthestudents.rrheysF-dtheflrSt

partofeadhclassinsmallgroupsdisQ巡ingtheirjoumalS(oftentN'ngEnglish.Butas

this近nota"cmversationclass",theymayuseJapanesewhentheirEngh'sh-spaking

skillsfallshortoftheirabilitytoexpressdleirthoughts.TTleteacher,ontheotherhand,

tlSeSOnlyhglish)･

LessonTopics
■ ▲

Followlng岨anOutlineoflessonideascategorizedbytqpic,whichc弧beselectedas

required(desired)bytheteadlerduringthea)urse･ hcludedherearematerialsand

meth∝ktsedineachlesson･刀lemajorthemesinclude:

'AJTericanEducatうくれ
●Culturallsolaticn
.U.S.Government

･Cross-QJlturalLifestyles

･Culturalrbritage

･CulturalIdentity

･TheAnwicanFamily

刀lethematicomtento鮎ncarriesovertothenextclass,oritmaybereferen∝dinaclass
lateron.
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TopICS:A伐demiCLifeintheU.S.;ImmersionSch00lf姐ucation

RAITONjuBS: 1) Toaquaintthestudentwithwhatlifemaybelikefor

foreignsbdents,esPdallyJapanese,.studyingintheU･S･;2) Toin&duoe

thetrendinU･S･educationtowardtheimmersionsd001,inthiscase,aJapanese

languagesch00lintheuS.

MAmRIAI3: 1)video.･StudentLlfeblAmerica; 2)printmaterials,avideo,

andaCDofsongsfromYujinGakuen,inEugene,&egon

bscussIONPotNrS:

｡Wh atquestioruwouldyouliketoasktheJapanesestudentswhostudiedinthe

U.S.?

. (五mparetheirexperlenaSwithwhataforelgnStudent'slifemightbelikehezE
● ●

inJ_apan･

' Wh atquestio旧WOuldyouliketoaskthestudentsatYujinGakuen?

' Wh atkindofpeoplewi)IYujinGakuengraduatesbecomewhentheyreach
adulthd ?

. 甘youwereanAn ericm】ivinBinEugene,αegon,wouldyousendyourchi一d

there?

' DoyouthinkdlereShouLdbethistype ofsch∞1forEng)ishlanguage

edu瓜tioninJapan? Wh ereinJapanwouldyoulomtethesch∞l?

TopIC:JapanesePeopleLivi1喝Overseas

RATTONAuS: Toexp)oreaspectsofthoseOfonecu】tlue(inthisc誠e,the

student'sownJapaneseculture)movingintoanotherculturetolive弧dwork;to
notehowculttd aswellaspersonalidentitiesmaybeaB:ectedbysucha

dlange,tOSeeWhat- parisonsc肌bemadebetweenJapaneselivingabroad
●

andpeoplefromothercmn廿iesomlngtOJapantoliveandwork･

MAmBM_S:Printmaterials;video:JapanesePeopleLiviJ唱Overseas(Sdhi-

he-Tobu)･Pr喝ramintrduαslivesofthefo110wingpeopleand- pations:
-HideoNomo(basd)allplayerintheUIS･)
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-…Cynthia"αhima(adressin'JbePhilippines)

-MiekoNakabayashi(SenateBudgetAsSistantintheU･S･)

-YutakaYt-wa(barristerinEng)and)

-MiyakoYshida(ba)lerinain叫gland)
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DISCUSSIONPotNrS:

Putyourselfintheirsho岱･ Thnkaboutthefollowlng:
●

.Wh ataretheirliveslike?

'Wh atprくわlemsdoyouthinktheymighthve?

.Dotheirlivesseemhappy?

. Howwouldyoufeelineachofthesedrcumstanq慧?

' Wh 6ejd-rlifestylewouldyouwanttohave?

'Wh atquestionswouldyouliketo誠kthe虻peOPle?

.Wh atifsomeonefromanother00untryametoJapan todothesej(カS?
●

Wh atmighttheyexpenenαintheirdailylives?

TopIC:U.S.Goventment

RAnONAIBS: 1)Todesqitx5thethr∝brandleSOftheU･S･federalgovemment,

thesystemofchecksandbalances,theU･S･electoralsystem(Electoral(bllege),

andtomake00mparisonswithJapaJ16egovernment;2)toaquaintthestudent

withtheFX)1iticalpartiesintheUIS･andhowI氾1iticalcampaigningisdone(e.g･

plitical00nventialS,On-the-roadG皿Paigning,etc･)

MAmRIAu:Printmaterialsdesmbingeachofthethreemainbranchesofthe

U.S.govemment:Exeαtive,Legislative,andJudiciaL,aswe)1astheelectoral
●

system;vide(器ofrxi]itical皿mPalgnlngintheU･S･

DISCUSSIONPo灯 s:

｡ Howdo岱theU･S･govemmentstrudu陀 (thethreebrandhesofgoverrment)

andthesystemofchecksandbalanqS00mParetOtheJapanesegoverrment?

Wh yaren'ttheU･S･presidentandhkGbinetmembersalsomembersof

(bngress(thelegislativebranch),astheRimeMinisterandhisCabinet

membersarealsomembersofaleDietinJapan?

. (bnlParetheJapaneseandtheU･S･eLectoralsystemsandthestylesof
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Glmpalgnlng･

. Wh atistheslgnific肌αOftheU･S･E)ectoralQ)Llege? Wh yisthismethcxl,

ratherthanaPpularvote,tBedinU･S･eledions,andhowdothese00mpare

withtheJapaneseeledoralsystem?

TopIC:TYIeU.S.Southem Region

RATTONALES:Toprovideadeflnitionofregionalidentity,usingasexamplethe

lives肌dvarietyofcultllreSOfpeq)leinthesoudlem regionoftheU･S･;to

intrcxlu∝thetopicandsigni丘C肌αOftheU.S.CivilWar;tomakecomparisons

betweenJapaneseandAn eriC弧regionalismandwhyitexists･

MATERIAIS:video:Michw 'S刀はNewSouth

bscUssIONTopICS:

' 17th-thTOugh 19thl芳nturySouthemfamersbelievedthatslaverywasneeded

tomaintain thelargeplantations(andhence,theregion'sagricultural

e00nomy)･
.Northeme00nomywaslargelybasedonindustry･
. Northemerssoughttoabolishslavery.

｡ U.SICivilWarasastrugglebetweenecmomicsystemsand00nflictingethical
●

belie丘a)no∋mlngSlavery.

｡ 19thcenturyagriculturale00nomyoftheSouthmovedtowardurbanization

(characterizedinGonenthEhe肋吟
. G】】turalmixαrrentlyfoundintheU.S.South:

NativeAn ericar鵜

Japanese(m鵡tlyduetoinfltxofJapan岱eindusb･ies)

French-C弧adian(Gjun)

Spanish

BladkAfrican
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TopIC:U.S.TVConmleI℃iab
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RAnONjW : TotrytogalninsightintoU･S･culturebythewaymanufacturers

andadvertiserstrytopersuadeTVviewerstobuyprduds; to00mpare

An ericmandJapanesemethdsofpersuasionthrough theTVad･Togainan
●

insightofacultwethrough itsmediaimagery.

MA陀R仏1.S:An eric肌andJapan eseTV m mercialS

DISCUSSIONPotNrS:

' Wh atdeviαsareusedinTVcommercialsaspersuasion?

. Arethesedevi任SusedthesamewayinAn eriC肌andJapaneseTVads?

' Wh atcmyoutellabouteachαlturefromthedharaderofthead?

' Wh atwouldmakeanAn eriC弧 adsuα知Sfu1intheU.S.? Doyou丘ndit

suα王SSfulasaJapanese?

. MightanAn ericm WatdingaJapaneseTVadforthesameprductbe

persuaded?

■
TopIC:Students'0wn Expenen粥 Abrtnd

RATIONAuS:Toprovidean q)叩rtmityforclassmatest9discusstheirqWn

experlenCeStraveling,working,orstudカngabroad;todisd巡Show culttwal
●

identitiesmayormaynothavechangedasaresult;toenablethestudentstogain
▲

aninsightintolifeorb-aveLabroadfromaverype rs00alFX)intofviewfromone's

OWnPerS･

MA托RLAIS: Students'own phot価,realia,andvideota四 ･

TopI岱:Auttm HolidaysinthetJ.SrllaILowccnand¶血 giving

RAnONjuBS: ToleanaboutthecnglnSOftheseAn ericm traditions;tosee
●●

howtheyarepracti∝dandwhattheymeantopre㌍ntJayAn er血ns;toseean

exampleofaNativeAn ericmthanksgivingprayer.
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MATETuAl3: WrittenmaterialsonHalloweenandThanksgiving;mLmksgivb2g

Address(inTusα汀OraandBlglish)TextandAndio

Aclm nES/DISCUSSIONPotNTS:

｡ mscussionoftheholidays;comparkons wi血 anysimilarholidaysor

festivalsinJapan･

. ListentoanddisnlSStheTt芯C打Ora¶lanksgivingAddress

77iefollowingtextLsPom乃eTwcaTDraSbha)iIntemetshe. Td andaccompm2ying

audiow eprlq,aredforIntew acceursbJMrLogm25boEtoftheStateUniversio,ofNew
YorkatBunaZo(USA)･There00rdingofthe¶lanksgiVingAddress,srx)kenbyBetsy

Bissell,Tt娼C∬Ora Imguage Teader,C弧 be found on the htemet at:

http://W ･ttBC∬OraSCh∞1.org/seethe･htm

Thestudentsandstaffat77kTtLSCanraSbhLX)Ibeginandendeachw飴kwithan al)-

sdh∞lassembly･AverylmfX)rtantPartOfthatassemblyistheThan ksgivingAddres,or

GEZnOnyOk,recitedt喝ether. HereisthermanksgivingAddresswith theBlglish
translation.

YikMrdzul仰EatheEkwehm .

WearedlankRdforthepeople.

YekT4WihuwdatheEneUPw.

Wearedlankfu1fqMother触 h.

YkkwwT･ih〃watatheWLSedゐJ把伽 kT4e.

Wearethan姐 1fordieStrawi)erriesandgrass･

YikwrihLLVtWtaEheA肥 .

Weaqethankfu1forthewa(er.

施たI一昭rihuwwtaEheUre'ehkehLme.

Wearethankfu1forthetrees.

施b仰rihuvLdathe彪均,ukehLme.

Wearethankfu)fortheanimals.
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伽 rihuwatatheJb7ekdzLme.

Wearethankfulforthebirds.

蜘 rihuMEatheu hagehrla4Uj読reuLhahe're,dLfnekajhe'wath.

Wearethankfu)fortherIheeSisters:00m,bears,andsquash･

YekMr肋uwatatheHM dikwa砂e.
Wearethankfulforthefourwinds.

蜘 rihLLMtatheHb2ekehakz.

Wearelhankfu1fortheThtmderers.

施たl仰rihuvLWaEhea'de.

WearethaJlkfulforthesun.

施たI雌rihuttdaEheGusudAEheweha

WearethankfulforGrandmotherMom .

触 rdzuTtWatheYmLserwal〟玖

Wearethankfulforthestars.

肋 rihuwataEheRaw* aned･

WearethankfulfortheG･eator.
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1mefollowlngSeriesoflessonsconcemthetopicofneAn ericanFamily･･

TopIC:CdturalIdentityandHeritage(Japanese-Am ericans)

RAnONAu迫:Tode血ethetem娼"Culttdalidentity'and"αlh∬alheritage"
●

throughkrIllngaboutseveralgenerationsofaJapan6e-An eriC肌family;to

seehowculturalheritageisrealizedbyatransferofculturalidentltyfromone

generationtothenext;toseethelives0fanAn eriGmfamilywh岱eanCXStOrS

emigratedfromanother00untry(Japan);toleiLmabouthowonefamily'scultural

identitychanges丘omonegenerationtothenextandthesubsequent00nflicts
thatoftenr6ultbetweenone'S"originalculhre''(Japan)andone'saquired

αlttue(theU･S･).,to!eam abouttheintemmentofJapanSe-An eriC- during
W.W.Ⅱ.
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MATEfuAu:Ⅵdeo: meYasui'5-3Gew atiorLfOfaJLPLZneSeFamily(a
●

pr(唱ramthatlooksataratherextendedJapanesefamilylivinglnVariouspartsOf
theU･SL,andinsomecぉes,how"interlmIturalmamages"ofsomefamily

membershaveq･eatednewidentities.

Writtenmaterialso-ItheJapanese一An eriC弧 history,in particular 丘om

d皿 entSandexhibitsattheSmithsonianinWashington,DC

DISa SSIONPoINrS:

' Wh ydidMr･YasuileaveJapan?

. Wh atwouldYOUaskthefamilymembers?

. Wh omdoyouadmiremぴt? Wh y?

' Howdoyouthjnkthey'dansweryourqu鮎tions?

' Woulda]日hefamilymembersaJm erthatway?

' Wh atdo錯 "αlturalheritage"mean?

■
TopIC:An emezgngas押CtOftheAm ericanrandy:〟At･HomeDads''

RAJTON瓜ES: Tointrducethistrend;toseehowitcomparestothemore

traditionalAn ericmfamilystyle; to00mpareittoaspedsofJapanese払mily

styles.

MATERIAI3:VideoAt-HomeDadi;printedtranscnptanddiscusimquestions

DISCUSSIONPotNrS:

｡ 以sn旭SbeforevievnngprqFam : Wh atisyourownimageof㍑fatheF'?
●

▲
｡DisαssionfollowingPr喝ram:

-ABCWorldNews TonightisaveryfX)Pularnationalnewspr喝ram intheU･S･

Wh ydoyouthinkthisrerx)rtisim叩 tanttOShow,especiallyaspartofits

Amwicm2Agendaseries?

-Wh yisthistrendhappening?

-Doyouthihktheat-home血ゐIiketheirjd)S?

-Wh atdotheydotomaketheirjd)seasier?

-Wh atishapprungtothe〟fatherimage乃intheU･S･?
●



/No.3(2001) 51

-HowdoyouthinkthedlildrenoftheseLd-home血太wiJlbealrectedinLaterlife?

Wh atkindofparentsdoyouthinktheymightbe00me?

-Wh atdoyouthinkoftheideaofat-homeゐ血?

-jh rdingtothepr喝ram,domenandwomentreatchildrenthesameway?

Wh ataresomedi飴renas? Howdoぴthis00mpare,doyouthink,withhow

fathersandmothersbeatchildrenhereinJapan?

-Wh atauldcausethistrendtohappeninJapaneses∝iety?

TopIC:Teen(butts

RAnONAは: Tointr∝lu任thegrowlngtrendtowardE-rjudgmentofteenage

offendersintheU･S･;00mparisonswithteenagecrimeandpmishmentin
●

Japaneses∝戎ety,especiallylnlightofareαntinc陀aSeOfsdh00llrelated

JuveniledmeinJapan･
●

MATEIuju･S: Printmaterialsonteen00urts(from htemetsites,including
w .teena)urts･00m;videopr喝ram Onteen00urtSintheU.S.

DISCUSSIONPo灯 s:

' Wh ydo鈷theTex,na)urtexist?

. Whidhisabetterplaαto仕ysudhoffenders:inan adult00urtorinthe

TeenG)urt?

. Doyoufeeltheteemq)urtsystemwouldworkinJapan(lodeterjuveniles

fromcrimeandeducateoaenderstot-memoreresF帽ibleciti2X,nS)?
. How doteendiscussiontedlmiques一朗押立allysharingofoplnlOnS-

●●

00mp_arebetweenJapanandtheU･S･?

TopIC:ⅠはucationaITVintheU･S.一･艶ienαPrp t砧

RATTONAu : ToshowanexampleofapPPularchildren'ssciencepr喝ram;tO

seeanexampleofhovJTVisusedasateadingt00LintheU･S･;tom parethe

pr喝ram 'sstylewithscien促Pr喝ramSShO- mJapan eseTV･

MATERIAL:Video:BL'ZlnetheScienceG叩,(Children'sdailyscienαshow)
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bscUssIONPozNrS:

『岩手大学英語教育論集』

Wh yisthepaceofthepr(唱ram SOfast?

Wh atc肌yOuSeeaboutU.S.cuhreintheshow?

CbmpareittoJapaneseTVscienceprqFamS

- similarities?

- differen(Xs?

Conclt旭ion

¶lebestwaytoacqulreaforelgnlanguagemaybeforthestudenttotakeanactivepart
▲

inthecultureors∝ietywherethetargetlanguageisin00mmonuse･Butwhenthisis

notpractical,thestudentstudカ喝 intheclassr00mofhisherhome00untrycanstillsee

toacertaindegreehowthelanguageisusedinanaturalway･Ⅵdeo,audio,andprint

materialS fromthetargetculturecm OffersightsandsoundsofvaJLiousaspe ctsofa

αlttue･Wh enthesyllabl芯issけucttqedarOundmajorthemesthatareslgnific弧ttOthat

αlture,thenthelanguagestudentc肌developinsightintotheculture,anddlus gainan

insightintothelanguagethenativespeakersuse･

SelectedVideqraphy

StudentLlfeinAmerica(video),USISAn dio-VISualPr喝ramServiαS,Tokyo

meYasui'5-3GemudiowofaJapmaeEamib,(video),NHKBlterPrises21,Japan,
1996

VldeoandaCDofsongsfromYujinGakuen,inEugene,Oregon,1998

At-HomeDads(̀̀TVol･ZdN eMSTonight"7VBroaゐast),ABCNews,NewYork,1998

Te- CouTlintheU･S･(video),NHK,Japan,1996
JapLmeSePeopleLivhgOvmeas(Sk i-he-Tobu)(video),NHK,Japan,1995

JamesMichemer'stRn:771eNewSouth(video),EmienHousePrduclions,hc･,1981

BiZZNyetheSbienceGEq(video),PublicBroadcastingG)rrx)ration,USA

(岩手大学教育学部英語教育荒壁)




