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[King] discouers himselfe.
Jane.
Now I beseech you let this strange disguise,
Excuse my boldnesse to your majestie. [kneels |
What euer we possesse is al your highnesse,
Onely mine honour, which I cannot graunt,
King.
Onely thy loue (bright angel) Edward craues,
For which I thus aduentured to see thee.
Enter maister Shoare.
Jane.
But here comes one, to whom [ onely gaue it,
And he I doubt wil say you shall not haue it.
King.
Am Isosoone cut off? Oh spight.
How say ye mistris, will ye take my offer?
Jane.
Indeede I cannot sir afford it so
King.
Youle not be offered fairlier I beleeue.
Jane.
Indeede you offer like a Gentleman.
But yet the jewell will not so bee left.
Shore.
Sir, if you bid not too much vnder-foot,
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Tle driue the bargaine twixt you and my wife.

Jane.
Why lookst thou Mat?  Knowst thou the gentleman?
Alas what ailes thee that thou lookst so pale?
What cheere sweet heart?  Alas where hast thou been?
Shore.
Nay nothing Jane, know you the Gentleman?
Jane.
Not I'sweete heart, alas why do you aske?
Is he thine enemie?
Shore.
I cannot tell,
What came hee here to cheapen at our shoppe?
Jane.
This jewell, loue.
Shore.
Well I pray God he came for nothing else.
Jane.
Why who is it? Ido suspect him Shoare.
That you demaund thus doubtfully of me.
Shore.
Ah Jane, it is the King.
Jane.
The king? Whatthen? Is it for that thou sighst?
Were he a thousand kings thou hast no cause
To feare his presence, or suspect my loue.
(I King Edward the Fourth, pp. 66-67)

SRR TE, BE2E->TP> TREETOHKDESR2FERIT 2L THB
CHIDEAZE L DD, ADTCERKRIILDEARIRBZSLTBY (L EE
TOREED, [EROEADFAZD S 2ERICAREIhG. FaLiELEIL, 2
ITRYzA VEETH D, THLEBHS T £XePa— - > a7idEGEIDRL
CHALLS & HB2T 5. (Ul drive the bargaine twixt you and my wife.)Z L&
IR, BOEKIIRTE. ZTOBNEZ 2 2 —2HICY o1 U HHISHS
D EEST. SOLCKREORESTAS LT BEHDPSHS RIS, kD~
VADEEKRY S B TOEER. RO RITEFGICEBNPSh, THROFFHE
REEPTREL UTHHIPATWS, COLSEEEDAPSAEOCL AEY
¥ UNVOEFL UTRITANS 25 (FR, YRERZ SR 50), BELY
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And many good-folk also that hated her living and glad were to see sin corrected, yet
pitied they more for her penance than rejoiced therein when they consideered that the
Protector procured it, more of a corrupt intent than any virtuous affection.

This woman was born in London, worshipfully friended, honestly brought up, and very
well married, saving somewhat too soon, her husband an honest citizen, young and goodly
and of good substance. But forasmuch as they were coupled ere she were well ripe, she
not very fervently loved for whom she never longed. Which was haply the thing that the
more easily made her incline unto the King’s appetite when he required her. . . . But the
merriest was this Shore’s wife, in whom the King therefore took special pleasure. For
many he had, but her he loved, whose favor, to say the truth (for sin it were to belie the
devil), she never abused to any man’s hurt, but to many a man’s comfort and relief.
Where the King took displeasure, she would mitigate and appease his mind. Where men
were out of favor, she would bring them in his grace. For many that had highly offended,
she attained pardon. Of great forfeitures she gat men remission. And finally in many
weighty suits, she stood many men in great stead, either for none or very small rewards,
and those rather gay than rich, either for that she was content withthe deed” self well done,
or for that she delighted to be sued unto and to show what she was able to do with the king,
or for that wanton women and wealthy be not alwways covetous.

I doubt not some shall think this woman too slight a thing to be written of and set among
the remembrances of great matters, which they shall specially think that haply shall esteem
her only by that they now see her. But me seemeth the chance so much the more worthy
to be remembered, in how much she in now in the more beggarly condition, unfriended
and worn out of acquaintance, after good substance, after as great favor with the prince,
after as great suit and seeking to with all those that those days had business to speed, as
many other men were in their times, which now be famous only by the infamy of their ill
deedss. Her doings were not much less, albeit they be much less remembered, because
they were not so evil. For men use if they have an evil tum to write it in marble; and
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whoso doth us a good turn, we write it in dust, which is not worst proved by her; for at this
day she beggeth of many at this day living, that at this day had begged if she had not been.
(The Complete Works of St. Thomas More, vol. 2, 55-57)
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My parents they, for thirst of gain,
Ahusband for me did obtain;

And I, their pleasure to fulfill,

Was forced to wed against my will.
Then maids and wives in time amend,
For love and beauty will have end.

To Matthew Shore I was a wife,

Till lust brought ruin to my life;
And then my life I lewdly spent,
Which makes my soul for to lament.
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I spread my plumes, as wantons do,
Some sweet and secret friends to woo,
Because chaste love I did not find
Agreeing to my wanton mind.

You wanton wives, that fall to lust,
Be you assured that God is just;
‘Whoredom shall not escape his hand,
Nor pride unpunished in this land.
(from “The Woeful Lamentation of Jane Shore”)
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If you enforce me, I haue nought to say,
But wish I had not liude to see this day.
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Well I wil in, and ere the time beginne,
Learne how to be repentant for my sinne.
(I EdwardIV, p.76)
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King. I pray thee tell mee, what say they of the king?
Hob. Of the kings thou mean’st, art thou no blab if I tel thee?

Masse they say king Harrie’s a very aduowtrie man.
King. A devout man, and whats king Edward?
Hobs. Hees a Franke Franion, a merie companion and loues a wench well,

they say he has married a poore widow because shees faire.
King. Dost thou like him the worse for that?
Hobs. No by my Feckens, but the better, for though I bee
Aplaine Tanner, I loue a faire lasse my selfe.

King. Pree thee tel mee, liow loue they king Edward?

Hobs. Faith as poore folks loue hollidaies, glad to haue them now and
then, but to haue them come too often, will vidoo them, so to see
the king now and then ti’s comfort, but euerie day would begger
vs, and I may to thee, we fear wee shalbe troubled to lend him
money, for wee doubt hees but needy.

King. Wouldst thou lend him no money if he should neede?

Hob. By my hallydome yes, he shall haue halfe my store, and ile sell
sole leather to helpe him to more.

King. Faith whether louest thou better Harrie or Edward.

Hob. Nayh, that’s counsel, and two may keepe it, if one be away.

... I can grinde which way so ere the wind blow, if it bee Harrie
I can say well fare Lancaster, if it bee Edward I can sing Yorke,
Yorke for my money.
(I EdwardlV, pp. 4445) .
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Jane.  But tel me why you fought so desperately?
Sho.  First to maintain King Edwards royaltie,
Next to defend the Cities libertie,
But cheefely Jane to keepe thee from the foyle,
Of him that to my face did vow thy spoyle,

Jane. . . . why howe should I be Jost?
Were 1 by thousand stormes of fortune tost,
And should endure the poorest wretched life,
Yet Jane will be thy honest loyall wife,
The greatest Prince the sunne did euer see,
Shall neuer make me proue vntrue to thee:
(1 Edward IV, pp. 23-24)
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Shore. Where onece a King hath tane possession,

Meane men brook not a Rivall in their love,

Much lesse so High vnrinallde Majestie,

A concubine to one so great as Edward,

Is farre too great to bee the wife of Shoare.
Jane.  Iwill refuse the pleasures of the Court,

Let me go with thee Shoare, though not as a wife,

Yet as thy slaue, since I haue lost that name,

I will redeeme the wrong that I have done thee,

With my true seruice, if thou wilt accept it.
Shore. Thou go with mee Jane, oh God forbid,

That I should be a traitour to my King,

Shal I become a felon to his pleasures,

And flie away as guiltie of the theft?

(1 Edward IV, pp. 84-85)
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6 Paul S. Seaver, David Bevingto, “Theatre as Holiday”, Theatrical City, pp. 101-116.
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Rich. What, think you we are Turks or infidels?
Or that we would, against the form of law,
Proceed thus rashly in the villain’s death,
But that the extreme peril of the case,
The peace of England, and our persons’ safety,
Enforc’d us to this execution.
Mayor. Now fair befall you! He deserv’d his death,
And your good Graces both have well proceeded,
To warn false traitors from the like attempts.
[Buck.] Lneverlook’d for better at his hands
After he once fell in with Mistress Shore,
Yet had we not determin’d he should die
Until your lordship came to see his end—
‘Which now the loving haste of these our friends,
Something against our meanings, have prevented—
Because, milord, we would have had you heard
The traitor speak, and timorously confess
The manner and the purpose of his treasons,
That you might well have signified the same
Unto the citizens, who haply may
Misconstrue us in him and wail his death.

(Richard I, 1L, v, 40-60. TARERIZEEE)
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Beyond or love’s or friendship’s sacred band,
Beyond myself I prize my native land.
On this foundation would I build my fame,
And emulate the Greek and Roman name;
Think England’s peace bought cheaply with my blood,
And die with pleasure for my country’s good.
(The Tragedy of Jane Shore, 111, 242-247)
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7 King Richard Il (The Arden Shakespeare, 1981), Introduction, p. 97.
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Dumont.
The common ties of manhood call me now,
And bid me thus stand up in the defense
Of an oppressed, unhappy, helpless woman.

Lord Hastings.
And dost thou know me? ~ Slave!

Dumont. Yes, thou proud lord!
I'’know thee well, know thee with each advantage
Which wealth, or power or noble birth can give thee.
I know theeg, too, for one who stains those honors,
And blots a long illustrious line of ancestry,
By poorly daring thus to wrong a woman.

Lord Hastings.
Insolent villain! Henceforth let this teach thee
Draws and strikes him.
The distance ‘twixt a peasant and a prince.
Dumont.

Nay then, my lord! (Drawing.) Learn you by this how well

An arm resolved can guard its master’s life.  They fight.
Jane Shore.

Oh my distracting fears! Hold, for sweet heav’n!

They fight, Dumont disarms Lord Hastings.

Lord Hastings.

Confusion! Baffled by a base-born hind!
Dumont.

Now, haughty sir, where is our difference now?

Your life is in my hand, and did not honor,

The gentleness of blood, and inborn virtue

(Howe’er unworthy I may seem to you)

Plead in my bosom, I should take the forfeit.

But wear your sword again; and know, a lord

Opposed against a man is but a man.

(Jane Shore, I, 246-254, 268-280)
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From Stories of this nature both Ancient and Modem which abound, the Poets also,
and som English, have bin in this point so mindfull of Decorum, as to put never
more pious words in the mouth of any person, then of a Tyrant. I shall not
instance an abstruse Author, wherein the King might be less conversant, but one
whom wee well know was the Closet Companion of these his solitudes, William
Shakespeare;, who introduces the Person of Richard the third, speaking in as high a
strain of pietie, and mortification, as is utterd in any passage of this Book; and
sometimes to the same sense and purpose with some words in this place, I intended,
saith he, not onely to oblige my Friends but mine enemies. The like saith Richard,
Act. 2. Scen. I.

1 doe not know that Englishman alive.
With whom my soule is any jott at odds,
More then the Infant that is borne to night;
I thank my God for my humilitie.

Other stuff of this sort may be read throughout the whole Tragedie, wherein
the Poet us’d not much licence in departing from the truth of History, which
delivers him a deep dissembler, not of his affections onely, but of Religion.

In praying therfore, and in the outward work of Devotion, this King wee see
hath not at all exceedied the worst of Kings before him. But herein the worst of
Kings, professing Christianism, have by farr exceeded him. They, for ought we
know, have still pray’d thir own, or at least borrow’d from fitt Authors. But this

8 Derek Hirst, “The Drama of Justice”, The Theatrical City, pp. 245-259, Marshall Grossman, “The
Dissemination of the King,” [—.I§ pp. 260281 BHB. F )=,
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King, not content with that which, although in a thing holy, is no holy theft, to
attribute to his own making other mens whole Prayers, hath as it were unhallow’d,
and unchrist’nd the very duty of prayer it self, by borrowing to a Christian use
Prayers offer’d to a Heathen God. Who wonld have imagin’d so little feare in
him of the true all-seeing Deitie, so little reverence of the Holy Ghost, whose
office is to dictat and present our Christian Prayers, so little care of truth in his last
words, or honour to himself, or to his Friends, or sense of his afflictions, or of that
sad howr which was upon him, as immediatly before his death to popp into the
hand of that grave Bisop who attended him, for a special Relique of his saintly
exercises, a Prayer stol’n word for word from the mouth of a Heathen fiction
praying to a heathen God, & that in no serious Book, but the vain amatorious
Poem of Sr Philip Sidneys Arcadia; a Book in that kind full of worth and witt, but
among religious thoughts, and duties not worthy to be nam’d; nor to be read at
any time without good cation; much less in time of trouble and affliction to be a
Christians Prayer-Book. They who are yet incredulous of what I tell them for a
truth, that this Phillippic Prayer is no part of the Kings goods, may satisfie thir
own eyes at leasure in the 3d. Book of Sir Philips Arcadia p. 248. comparing
Pammela’s Prayer with the first Prayer of his Majestie, deliverd to Dr. Fuxton
immediatly before his death, and Entitl’d, A prayer in time of Captivity Printed in
all the best Editions of his Book.
(Eikonoclastes,pp. 11-13)
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