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Overview

¶leJapaneseMinis廿yofEducation,Srx)rtsandCulture(MombzLSho)hasdirected

thatEnglishlanguageteachertrainingpr喝ramSincludea00urseonthecultwal

ba故groundofEnglish･hthisway,thestudentsstudyingtobe00meEnglishlanguage

teachersmaygalnSOmeinsightintohowandwhythelanguageisusedbythenative

speakers,withinaculttlralontext･Itthenremains uptoeachpr喝ram tOdevelopand

administersuchacmrse･As thisisareαntadditiontoforeignlanguagecurricula,there

hasthusfarbeenlittledisc旧Sionofhowtodevelopsudlaa)urge,andexamplesof

syllabusesinusearerare･

¶listwoIPartarticlepresentsa00ursedescriptlOn,Pr∝芳dure,teadhingmethcds,

studentandcourseevaluation,andasyllabus,foratwo-Semestercoursedevelopedaspart

ofthelanguageeducationpr喝ram,intheDepartmentofEnglish,FacultyofEducationat

lwateUniversity･1もispart(りwi11fw onthefirst-semestersyllabus,弧dPartII(tobe

publishedin thesubsequentissue)willdealwiththesyllabustaughtin th?seomd

semester.

Intrtxluction

lfonestudiesalanguage,suchasEnglish,withoutgaininganirusightintothe

peg)1ewhousethelanguageastheirown nativetongue,itdo田nt紀emlikelythatthe

studentanaquirethefullvalueofthelanguage･WithoutknOwingaboutthepeoplewho

useEnglishonadailybasisandinanaturalway,thelanguageleaneranatbesthopeto

leam someof血elinguisticrulesandmemoriZX,thevccabulary･Yetthisleamerwi1lremain

an"outsider'rbylackinganyinsightintotheculturalbasisforthelanguage･

How cantheEnglishstudentaquire thisinsightintoBlglishasa..livi喝

language..?Howisitpc6Siblewhenthestudentisinaclassr00msofarremovedfrom

wherethelanguageisusedbynativespeakers?I

Itthent- mesarespmsibilityofthelanguageteachertoprovidethestudentwith
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examplesofllrealistic..culturalsettingswhereth6languageisbeingtsed･TYLeSematerials

shouldalsopresentdiverseexamplesofcultural00ntexts,inorderthatavariety of

speakersandtheirculturalsettlngSarerePreSented･

Wh iletheideaofprovidingdieStudentwithaculturalbadgroundtothelanguage

isanimporlantone,thereremainslittleguid肌CCamOnBmanyteachersastowhattoteach･

We00nsultedlanguageteadhersandpr喝ram adminisb-atorsatotheruniversitiesinJapan

tofindoutabouttheirculturecoursesyllabuses･Near1yallreportedadilemmaastowhat

toteachtheirstudents,andseveralrequestedmoreguidancefromtheir00lleaguesatother

institutions.

ItisforthisreasonthatwepresentthefollowlngSyllabt芯,withtheintentionof

offeringsomeideasinhelpingotherteadhersmeetthegoalsofabac短round00 urseon

culture.

Cotu.seOverview

TTLe00urSe,Compwatit,eCultuldBackgnuluiofEnglLsh,wasdevelopedaspart

oftheEnglishlklucationpr喝ram.ItseekstomeetthediredivesofMombushoby

providingthestudentswithad-anαtocomparetheirownJapaneseculturewithonein

whidlEnglishisbeingusedasanativelanguage(inourcase,variousaspe dsofUIS･

S∝ietyareexamined).

¶le00urSeis00mprisedprimarilyof2nd-year students,maJOnngeitherinBlglish

education,orinelementaryeducationwithaminorinEnglish.Itis00nductedbyan

Am ericannativeBIglishspeakerwhousesonlyEnglishinclass(forthebenefitof

providinganBlglishatm(芯Pheretothestudents),although someofthevideoprcyams

areinJapanese･The90-minuteclassmeetson(尤aWeek,forabout12class-timesper

semester.

Pnx:edure

The00urseis∝mductedasaseminar,ratherthan asa-.straightlecttue･"Students

areexpededtotakeanactivepartindisc瓜Sicns,tBingEnglishastheirfoundation

language,cmtrlbutingtheirownpersonalviewsandideas.Studentskeepaweeklyjoumal

(inEnglish)ofeventsoom ingintheU･S.andinotherEnglish-Spealdng00untries･They

丘氾lSOnPOintsthatseemculturallyimFX)rtantOrddwhenqmlParedtotheirowpnllture.

T軸icsmightrangefrmlnewsitemstomoviesormusic,andtheirown cbservations･They

mightalsocho雌etOwriteabouttheirown experlenCXSabroadinanEnglish-Speaking
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country,orth(芯eOfacquaintan∝S･Manyalsowriteabouttheirownimpressionsofa

particularclass.¶一isisen00uraged,asitprovidestheteacherwithfeedbackastothevalue

thelessm mighthavehadforthestudents･Thestudentsspendthehstpartofeadhclassin

smallgrourxsdisQISSingtheirjoumals(oftenusingEnglish.Butasthisisnota

nconversatl'onclassll,theymayuseJapanese山一entheirEnglish-Speakhgskillsfallshort

oftheirneedtoexpresstheirthoughts)･

Studentsarenotpemi ttedtomissmorethanthreeclasspericdspersemester･Final

evaluationofeachstudentisbasedonattendanoe,classparticipation,andtheweekly

JOumaL

Syllabts

FollowlnglSanOutlineoftheclass-byl=lasssyllabusofmaterialsandmethdsused

duringthe丘zstsemesterofthisa)urse･1もemajorthemesrumi ngthrough thisnlrSt

semestercourseare:

I Cr岱S-CultllralLifestyles

･ CulturalIdentity

･ Culturalbolation

･ RacialandMulticulturalAspectsofAn eric肌Music

･ '■Adificial"vs."True"Identity

Thethematic00ntentoftenca汀iesovertothenextclass,oritmaybereferencedin

alaterclassIForallthemajortopics,therearelinkstosimilarthemesinotherclasses

duringthe00 urse.

CI.ASSI

TOPIC:htrdudionof(ゐurse/Foコ旭OnCulturalNews

RAnONAIE:Totun e-inthestudentstothedlaraCterandstyleofthecourse,andtogive

themaoコSS(0ftenfortherlrSttime)toEnglish-basednewspapersandmagazines･The

studentsaregivenguidan(尤(00urage)inhowtogamerculturalimpressions fromneⅥ唱

articles,regardlessofwhetherallthelanguageofthearticleisunderstcKXl･

MA陀RIAlJS:Coursedesdption and syllabus;variousEnglish-language b-ks,

magazinesandnewspapers･

Am /DISCUSSIONPOINTS:

I Studentspickan intercstlngtOPicfromtheassortedmaterials. ¶ leydisc旧Sthetopic
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withanotherstudent,andm pareitwithaspectsofJapaneseculture･

Desαiptionofweeklyhomeworkassignments.StudentsIweeklyjoumalS areto

includethesource(wheretheitemis舟om,erg.m N,movieorb00ktitle,etc･),dale,

ashortsummary,andtheirown opinionsaboutit.

ClassSurvey･TheyfindoutwhetherthefollowlngStatementistrueorfalse,by

interviewlngClassmates:■'Mostpeopleintheclasshavebeentoanother00untry･"

CLASS2

TOPIC:CrcSS-CulturalLifeSty1es(p

RAnONAU三:Tolearnaboutapersonwholivesandworksinaculturedifferentfromhis

own,andtomake00mparisonswiththestudentsrown experlenα .

MA柑RLAL:Avideopr喝 ram abouttheJapaneseomductorSeijiOzawa.

DISCUSSIONPOmTS:ConnidofCultures:■lconformityTTvs･rlindividualityllinoneb

crc6S-Cultural1ifeStyle･

Mr･Chwaisliving&communicatlngintwodiqerentcultures･Whatprcblems

do田hehave? Whata托SOmeadvantagestothewayhelives? Wh atquestionswould

YOUliketoaskhimorhis血nily?

Inaddition,studentsareaskedtomakealistofatleast10imagewordstheyead一

haveabouttheUnitedStates･伊orexample,theymightwritedown Disneyland,guns,

Hollywcxxl,NBA,etc･)Thislistisdiscussedingroupsorasaclass･Theywillmake

anotherlistattheendofthe00 urse.Thiswillgivetheteachersomeindicationofhowthe

studentslimagesoftheU･S･mayhavedhangedbytheendofthea)urse,andmayprovide

feedbackofgeneraleffeclivenessofthematerialsandmethds.

CIASS3

TOPIC:GunsintheU.S.

RAnONAl月:Togivethestudentsanawarenessofthedebateofgun00ntrolintheU･S.,

andtoprovideanhistoricalbackgroundofgunsaspartofU.S.S∝iety.

MA柑RnlS:Handoutsofnewsarticlesandstatisticalinformation,andpresentationof

videonewsclips(カnOeminggun ViolenoeintheU.S･(e･g.a)1umbineHigh Sch∞1

massacre(正1999,etc.),andargum entsputforthbytheNationalRifleAss∝iation.

DISCUSSIONPOINTS:
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I Di.scussionofthe2ndAn endmenttotheU･S･a)nstitution(theRighttoBearjhns),

andhowitilllBtrateStheearly00lonistsTh(方tilitytowardstandingarmiesaHhetime

(i･e･¶leBritishAm y); theAn endmentguaran teedthepeoplekrighttohaveguns･

･ DiscussionofsupportersandワpponentsofpresentJaygun 00ntrollawsandbelie伝･

･ (力mparisonswithaspdsofJapaneseollture,pastandpresent.Foc旧m theMeiji

JRestorationanditseffed onthesan uraiculture,especiallyregarding.'swordculture..･

CLISS4

TOPIC:TheMidwestemU.S.

RAnONAU三:Toprwideade点nitionofregionalidentity,usingasexam plethelifeand

cultureofPOpleinthemidwestemU･S･

MAⅠ℃RIAIJS:videoMichw 'st侶A:TheMidwest

DISCUSSIONPOINTS:

･ Pr喝ram Topics:An ericm fmtball,KansasStateFair,agriα1ttqe,Chcago,

arChitecture,An tid lαllege,MarkTwain/Hamibal,Missouri,U.S.high sdh001

culture,MississippiRiver,St･Ij)uis,Missouri

･ E打1ysettlers,'rthepioneers";thisisdisnBSedintermsofthetopicofGunsintheU.S.

andtheirhistory,presentedinClass3･

' Howdothetopic;inthepr喝ram00mParetOJapaneseculture? (a)mparisonwith

TwatePrefectureanditsagrarian e00nomy･)

CLASS5

TOPIC:lmmigration

RLn ONAU三:Toshow theimpactofin-igrationonU･S･S∝iety throughoutits

history･

MAⅠEruALS:Handouts

IU･S･lmmigrationStatisti(3

-lmmigrantGroups/Nationalities

-HistoricalReasonsforlmmigration

-RacialDistributionStatistiaforU･S･andJapan

Ⅵdeosoenesofimm igrantsarrivingatEllisIsland

DISCUSSIONPOINTS:
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Wh ywouldpeople嘘 toor些由 toleavetheirhomeland?

Wh atpatternsC弧yOuSeefromthehistoriCalstatisti(ち?

Wh ydidthepatterns- ?

Howcmthisbea)mParedtoJapaneseculture?

CLASS6

TOPIC:An eriC肌 MusicIdentity (Note:thiswillleadintothetopicforClass7)

RAnONAIE:Toshowthee駄dsofpopularmusiconpresentJayU･S･α1ture･

MA陀RIAl･S:videodoユlmentary:mStOn,OfRockn′Roll Vol･1

Apr喝ram aboutperformers,JOum alists,ands叩gwriterswi10Wereinnuentialinthe

formativeyearsofR∝女andRoll(1950-1960)･

DISCUSSIONPOm :

･ Musicisatremendouspowerinalm(器teVeryhum anculture･htheU･S･,Rd &

Rollbroughtpeqplefrom differerltCulturalbackgrounds-especiallyblacksand

whites-t喝ether･ Musictranscendsboundariesof00lor,raoらCulture,andnation.

■ R∝k & Ro11 r00ts, especially in terms of racial origin (white

European/AfrひAmer血I一):

-g(方rN:1(blackreligiousmusic)
-jazz

-country-weStem

-blues

-rhythmandblues

-Racialas坤 illustratedthrough 00mparisonofElvisPresleyandLittleRichard

● Howc弧thisbe00mpatedtor00tsofFX)PularmusicinJapaneseculture?

CLASS7

TOPIC:RacialAspedsofAn ericmMusic(aomtinuationfromClassq
RAnONAU三:Toprovidean historicalbadgroundofracial 此itudesin theU.S･,

especiallycm伐mlnglntOleranoebetweenblackandwhiteculttves･ m en,toshowhow

r∝女androllmusicaffededracialaspectsofU･S･S∝iety･

MAmRIAl.S: videodoαmentary:mstoryofRxkn'Roll Vol.2 (prfm ersand

songwriters,withparticularemphasisontheracismthatpezIVadedU･S･societyandwas
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manifestedinthePpularmusicindustryoftheearly1960S･)

DISCUSSIONPOm :

Backgroumd･ofracialintoleraLICeintheUS:

-bladkslavery(1619-1860)

-USCivilWar(1861-1865)

-freedombrslaves

-Wh ite.lbadklashHreaction,esp･lnSOuthemstates

イiseofKKK&otherwhiteterroristgroups(llwhitesupremacists.I)againstbladks

-racialdiscrimination(sch叩1,housing,buses,restaurants,etc･)oWICial1yendedon

July2,1964

イaCialintoleranoestillremainsinU･S･S∝jety,despitelegislation

･ Howc弧thistopicbe00mparedtoJapaneseculture? Areyou''raciallyintolerant"?

Ifso,why? Towhatextent?

CIASS令

TOPIC:Cr∝S-CulturalLifestyles P)(topiccmtinuedfromC lass2)
RAnONAl_£:ToO∬lSiderthelivesofseveralA丘ic即1-An ericM Wholiveandworkin

Japan ,andleam abouthowtheirown cultures00meinto00ntadwiththeJapaneseculture

onadaily''living"baSis･

MAmRIA15:Part1ofvideo:Struggleand良一CCeSS:¶leAfriGm-An erianB⊂perienoe

inJapan, prduαdbyReggeLife(shown inthreeparkduringthenextthreeclasses)･

DISCUSSIONPOEVTS:

ky l仰Tlds:prejudioちStereOtype,image,realisticunderstanding

-Wh omdidyoufindthemostintezesting? (Note:thepr喝ram fmlSeSCnSeveral

peopleorfamilies･)

-WouldyoustaywithanAfrcLAn ericmhcstfam ilyintheuS.? Wh y?

-HowwouldyourparentsreactifyoumarriedanA丘chAn erian?

-G-parethelifestylesandchallengesofth岱eShown inthepr喝ramWithSeiji

O訟Wabownwayoflifeandwork.

CIASS9

TOPIC:Cr鵡S-blturaldfestyles (叩
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MArERJAI-S:Part2ofvideo:StruggleandSuccess:TheA舟ican-An ericmB【perience

inJapan

DISCUSSIONPOm :

-Wh atis"culturalisolationr'? Wh ofeelsitinthevideo?

-WouldyouwanttoworkforMr.Leeb00mpany?(agym nasticssdlOOlinJapanrun

byanA&O-An er血n)

-Wh ydidMr･Suzuki(aBrazil-Japaneseimmigrant)thinkJapanesewashisown

familylanguageWhenhewasBrOWlnguPinBrazil? DidhischildhcKXlhaveany

effedonhiscurrentattitude,livinghereinJapan?

OVote: MrSumkiLsmaTTiedto LmAPoIAmwic〟ちandth甲hLZVeaSon,KeelLm.Thy

liveb2TobJo.)

-Wh atdoyouthinktheSumkifam ilylifeislike?

-Roleplayad-atwithKeelanSuzuki･(Keelaq15,hasfoundadlPkulttoddhehLy

owniddioT,andhbmotherandfathwhavehadtodd vtithLheqectsofracial

pTlq'udice甲,WincedbyKeelan,pa〟icularlyasachild)

CLISS10

rInPIC'･Crc6S{hlturalLifestyles(ⅠⅥ
MA陀RIAIJS:Part3ofvideo:SLnLggleandSuccaS:meAPicLm-AmerkC∽E*erimce血

JapLm

DISCUSSIONPOINrIS:

HArtificialidentityH vs･■ltrueidentityll･Gmsolidateddiscussionindudingthepeople

seeninthepr喝ram ･

CI.ASSll

TOPIC:771eMulticulturalAn ericmFamily

RAnONALE:Topresentanun usual yeteffective"fam ilys)6tem,"m prisedof

membersoftwoculturalbackgroundsthathaveo洗enbeenrx)rtrayedinU･S･S∝ietyas

intolerantofeachother.
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MArERIAIJS:videodoαmentary:Americm7FmnilieT,aPr喝ram COnCemlngthe

Sawtells-awhitefamilyinMinnesotawithtwowhitechildrenoftheirown,andseveral

adoptedblackchildren･Also,handoutsofnewsarticlesconcemlngOrPhans inJapan,

andtheirstlgmainJapaneses∝iety･

DISCUSSIONPODnS.･

･ Wh atwerethemajortopi(3inthepr喝ram ?

･ Wh atthingsc001dbetx芯SibleinJapaneseculture? Wh atwouldbeimpasible?

Wh y?

･ Wh atisthemeanlngOf"fam ily"totheSawtellfam ily?

･ Wh atquestionswouldyouasktheSawtellfam ilymembers?

CLASS12

TDPIC:凡打VandMulticulturalAspedsofAn eric弧Music

RAnONAIE:ToshowtheimpactthatAn erianpopularmuslC,andinparticularMrIV,

ishavingonothercultures･

rrhisservesasacmsolidationofmajortopi(ちpresentedduringthissem6ter:

culturalandmulticulturalidentity,U･S･regions,musicinU･S,αlture,racialaspectsofU･S.

society,andartificialidentityvs.trueidentity.

MA陀RIALvideod- entary:肋 tolyOfRockn'Roll:UpFromThetlderground

DISCUSSIONPODrIS:

- 1もe''unde唱rOund"Cultureinasocietyoftenrepresentsaveryq･eativeforccthat

demandstobeheardbymainstream S∝iety･

- Hl>hopisaculturalexpressioninBlackAn ericans∝iety,m prisinggra践ti,danα,

rapmusIC,etC･ ItbaHsensibilitylroftheculture･

● GealiveundergroundmlBicculturesin theU.S.bangedonthedo∝ ofAn eric弧

S∝戎ety,andMTVwasfm edto00nveytheirexpression･ Thisbeα汀nebig

business. -

' MTVdevel甲d aso一也11ed''moral O)nscience一一foryoumgpeqpleinU･SIS∝iety,

nurturingawarenessofAIDS,votingresFm ibility,etc.

･ SomepopletbelthatMTV is threateningworldculturesbybroadαsting

An ericm-basedr∝k皮rollmtBicandAn erican-basedvaluestomanycountries･

Dilutionofindigentcultures･

Inaddition,studentsareaskedtomakeanotherll'stofatleast10imagewordsthey
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haveabouttheUnitedStates.Thelistisagaindisq芯Sed,andtheclass- paresthislist

withtheonetheymadeatthebeginnlngOfthe00urse,inClass2･

Chnclt鳩ion

Manymightagreethatthebestwaytoaqulreaforeignlanguageistotakean

activepart,m adailybasis,inthecultureors∝丘etyinwhidlthatlanguageisiP00mmOn

use･ ButwhendlisdesirablesituationwlnOtbeprovided(forreasmssuchasdistanα),

theEnglishlanguageteadherhezeinJapancanstillofferexamplestothedassofhowthe

languageisused,inasettingrepresentingnaturalusage･Mediafromthecultl∬eWhose

languageoneisstudyingGmmakethelanguageandtheculture00mealiveforthestudent･

Thesecanincludeexamplesofprintmedia,aswellasvideoandaudioreardingswhch

c肌 0ffersightsandsoundsofvarious aspe ctsofaculture･ Wh enthesyllabusis

structuredaroundmajorthemesthataresignificmttOthatculture,thenthelanguage

student,remoteasheorshemaybeかomthetargetculture,canstillhalvetheopP 血nity

togainaninsightintothepeopleofthatculture,andthusthelanguageth epeopleuse.
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