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AnOverallStudyofEnglishEducation

inBothPostwarJapanandChina

ShenⅥng

lntI℃duction

JapanandChinaarecloseneighborsseparatedonlybyas廿ipofwater.There

hasbeenalonghistoryontheculturalexchangesbetweentwocountriesIChinese

characters weregraftedontoanon-cognate,syllabicindigenouslangtLagewith

subject-object-verbsyntax.hthepast,neitherofthetwocountrieshadeverplanted

acolony,andnoforeignlanguagehadeverrq)lacedthenativelanguagefor

purposesofgeneraleduc血on.Wehavenosecondlanguagethatisindispensablefor

commtmicationwithin ourcommunity.Booksw血eninJapaneseandChineseare

availableinthemostadvancedfieldsoflearrungwithouthavingtoresorttoother

languageasameansofinstruCtion.As aresult,toagreatextent,itisverydiFICult

forbothcountries.peopletol飴nlanentirelydifferentlanguagelikeEngli血,though

someaspectssuchaspronunciationandsentenceshlCttFeOfEnglisharemuch

easierforChinesetorememberthan forJapanese.Incontrastwiththesituationin

mostotherschoolsubjects,bothJapaneseandChinesehavetostarttoleanEnglish

atzeroorveryclosetozero.Forthem,thespokenEnglishsoundslikeastrangebb

ofnoises.Thewdtingsystemisatbestconfusing,atmost丘ighteming.Sothereare

somecomm ondiqlCultproblemsforboth JapaneseandChinesewhentheyare
learrungEnglish.Forexample,thereisagrammaticaldistinctioninEnglishbetween

slngularandplural,wherethereisnosuchdistinCtioninJapaneseandChinese.

AretheJapaneseandChineseEnglishl飽rnerSIproficiencyandlevelthesame,

thoughthediFICultyofleamingEnglishisthesameforbothJapaneseandChinese?

TheanswerisNo.ThroughtwoyearsofEnglishstudyinginJapan,Ideeplyrealized

through mypersonalexperiencethattherearesomedifferencesbetweenJapanese

andChineseinlearnmgEnglishandtheirEnglishlinguisticcompetenceandEnglish

communicativecompetencearealsoverydiqerent.Therefore,Iwouldliketomake

somecomparativeresearchesonleamngEngli血 asaforeignlanguageinboth

JapanandChinaandfhdsomemeritsanddemeritsofbothcountries'leamlngand

teachingEnglishTheresearcheswi1lsurelyencourageEnglishleamersinJapanand

ChinatoleamwitheffectsothattheycanadvanceEnglisheducation.
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1･AconciseintJTIductiotLtOTEFLinJapanandChina

(I)TherangeandqualityofTEFI.inJapanaJIdChina

TheteachingofforeignlanguageshasaveryImportantPlaceinJapanese

education･AboutadozenforeignlanguagesaretaughtinJapan.Of血ese,English,

GermanandFrencharewidelytaughtinsecondaryschoolsandcolleges.Children

beginworkingonEnglishintheBrstyearofjmiorhighschool,andtheycontinueto

studythelanguageforthenextsixyears.ThroughoutJapan,atremendousamount

oftime,money,andenergyaredevotedtotheteachingandleamingofEnglish,

although thepresent-dayeffortofEnglishlanguageteachingin 也ePeople's

RepublicofChinaprobablysurpassestheeffortinJapan (atleastasfarasthe

numberofstudentsisconcemed).1

InChina,theteachingandstudyingofalotofk血dsofforeignlanguageshas

beencarriedout.Uptonow,thidy-fourkindsofforeignlanguageshavebeen

offeredininstitutesofforeignlanguages,foreignlanguagedepartmelttSinteacher'S

collegesandothercomprehensivemi versitiesorcolleges.Thoseforeignlanguages

aresuchas:English,Japanese,Russian,Geman,French,Spanish,Arabic,Gredk,

Italian,andSwedish.Engli血,Japanese,Gm an,andFrenchareolferedinmostof

theuniversitiesorcollegesasaforeignlanguage.Injmi orandseniorhigh schools,

EnglishteachingisgiventhefirstPlace.hsomejuniorandseniorhigh schoolsin

bigcities,RussianorJapaneseisoffered.Accordingtoincompletestatistics,insome

bigcities,suchasBeijing(北京),Tianjing(天津),Shanghai(上海),Harbin(河北),

andJinan(済南),th訂earenearlytenthousandstudentswhoarestudyingJapanese.2

(2)WhatarethereasonsthatcatISetlleCurI℃ntTEFLsituationinbothJapan

andChina?

Udortunately,theresultofthetremendousJapaneseandChineseinvestment

inEnglishteachingiso洗endisappointing.Thetimeandenergyour studentsdevote

toEnglishismostlywasted.Theamountofe放)rtputintoEnglishlanguageteaching

andleamlngpmducessmallresultsinbothJapanandChina･JapaneseandChinese

studentscanhardlyspeakfluerLtEnglishthough theyhavestudiedEnglishforabout

tenyears.Wh atarethereasonsthatcausetheseresults?Ithinkthereasonsareas

follows:
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a.Teachercapacity

Englishteachersare,onthewhole,proficientinEnglish,butnotmanyof

themare払miliarwiththeculTerLttrendsinELTmethodology.Theyareusedtothe

traditionalteachingmethodsandtechmiqlleS.An dperhapsitw山takesometime

beforemostofthemcanadaptthemselvestoradicalchangesinteachingmaterialsas

wellasinteach血gme血odology.

b.Studentcapacity

Thestudentsaremoreinterestedinacquiringknowledgeaboutlanguagethan

inpracticingthelanguageinuse.

C. JapaneseandChinesearethe血stlanguageenvironment

ThestudentsarestudyingEnglishin an 飢vironmentwhereJapaneseand

Chineseare血ehstlangllageSforbothJapaneseandChineseand血ereEnglishisa

languagereserved forcontactwith foreigners.Yetthestudentshavelittle

opportunitytocomeincontactwithnativespeakersofEnglishalthoughJapanese

studerLtShavemorechancestocomeincontactwithnativespeakersthan Chinese

studentsdo.Inotherwords,thqeareonlyafewchancesoflem gandacqumng

EnglishnaturallyasinanEnglish-speakingenvironment.

d.hnuenceorb.aditionalELTmethodology

ⅥdousELTmethodsandtechniqueshavepredominatedinJapanandChina

atdiqerenttimes.Thegramm ar-transladonmethod,forexample,haslongbeen

prevalentinJapan andChina.Eventodaythereareteacherswhofeelmoreinclined

togivegramm aticalanalysesofsentencesandtodoalotoftranslationexercises

thantobyothermethods.Recently,bothJapaneseandChineseteachersofEnglish

began tobeawareofthedevelopmentofthecomm unicativeapproachinlanguage

teaching.However,Sincethecom umicativeapproachmaybeinterpretedinvarious

waysandthereisnotadefinitewayofcommmi cativeteaching,itisdiFICultto

changeoverfromthetraditionalwaystothenewway.Therefore,thetraditionalway

ofteachingstillprevails,eventhough th訂earealttemptSmadeatimplementing

communicativepnnciplesoflanguageteachinglnSOmePlaces.
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(3)InordertoimprovethecurrentTEFLsituation,whatshouldwedo?
Therefore,lnOrdertoimprovethestudents'Englishabilities,thefolloⅥng

factorsshouldtx:paidattentionto,Ithink:

a.Thetradi也onalELTmethodologyandthecurrentviewsonELTmethodology

Certainelementsin traditionalELTmethodologyhavebeenusemland

eFective,andsotheyshouldnottx:discardedaltogether.Forexample,wefindthe

pattαndrillausefulmeansoffhmiliariZingthestudentswithgrammaticalstructures,

wid10utagoodgraspofwhichtherewouldt光nOlingulSticcompetence.Sothe

pattem drillwillb3retained;butinsteadofdrillingpattem forthesakeofpattems,I

thinkitnecessarytorelatepattemstomeanlnganduse.hotherwords,language

structurepracticeistobegivenincontextsthatinvolvesomebasicappropriate

pmciples.

Besides,vocabularyworkandtranslationhavecontributedmuchtothe

students'1anguageimprovement.Theyoughtstilltot光COnSideredasessential

pomtstobecovered也ourtex他ooks.

However,thetraditionalELTmethodologyoverlooksanimportantaspectof

languageteachin計上meteachingofthecommmi cativeuseoflanguage.Soitis

fittingthatweshouldmakeourtextbookspartlycomm umicativelyoriented,sothat

theywillhelpthestudentstoacqulreSOmedegreeofcomm unicativecompetenceto

someextent.Forexample,itisimportanttomakeboth thelanguagesituationsand

thelanguagematerialsasrealisticaspossible,andinstancesofartificialityand

contrivan ceoughttobemadeasunobtrusiveaspossible.Suchfomsofclassroom

activitiesasrole十play,simulationsandtrue.to-1ifeinteractionsaretotx used

throughoutthetextbooks.h thisway,thestudentswilltx3PrOVidedwith

opportunitiestopracticecommunicationintheclassroom.Moreover,thestudents'

atterltionistobepaidtoappropriatelanguageuse.Basiclistening,Speaking,reading

andwitingskillswillbetaughtsothatthestudentswillacquiresomebasicl飽rning

strategies.

d. The relationship between linguistic competence and communicative

competence:

AstotherelationshiptだtWeenlinguisticcompetenceandcomm unicative

competence,itisimportanttomakeclearwhattheymean rlrSt･Linguistic
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competencemeansthespontaneousandflexibleaswellasthecorrectman1Pulation

ofthelanguagesystem,andcommmi cativecompetenceinVolvesprnciplesof

appropnacyandreadinessonthepartoftheleam erstouserelevaJItStrategiesto

copewith certainlanguagesituations.Linguisticcompetenceisthebasisof

communicative competence.Without linguistic competence,there is no

communicativecompetencetospeakof.Butcomm mi Cativecompetencedoesnot

result血)mlinguisticcompetenceautomatically.Attemptsmustlxmadetoprovide

asmuchpracticeaspossibleforstudentstodevelopcomm mi cativecompetence

whilepracticefortheachievementoflinguisticcompetenceisgiven.

C. Student-centeredorientation,andnotneglectoftheteacher'sroleasa

facilitator:

LanguageacquisitionrequlreSalargeamountofpracticeonthepartofthe

studentsatthefoundationstage.Sothestudentsmustinvolveasmuchaspossiblein

variouskindsofclassroomactivities.However,thestudentscannotbelefttodo

thingscompletelybythemselves.Theteachershouldfunctionasafacilitator,glVlng

guidanceandadvicewhennecessary.

2. Thedevelopmentsofteachingmethodsandalldio-visualaidsusedin

Englishtead血ginpostwarJapanandChina

Traditionally,Englisheducationin Japan andChinaemphaLSizesreading

English,particularlyutilizingthegrarrmaqtranslationmethod.Theemphasisof

mostsecondarylevelEnghshcoursesislaidonpreparingStudentsforcollege

entran ceemi dons,whicharemainlyd ttenones,andsothqeisnotmuchtime

topracticespeakingandlistening.However,withtherapiddevelopmentinscience,

educationandculttqeinallkindsoffieldsofJapanandChina,therelSgreatam0unt

ofintemationalexchangeamongpeople,thingsandinfomationinvariouskindsof

fieldsthrough thewindowoftheworld.Sotheimportan ceofunderstandingeach

otherthrough comm unicationinforeignlanguagesisgrowingenomously.horder

toputpriorityontheteachingandstudyingoforalcommunication,bothcounbies

haveadoptedsomeadvancedteachingmethodsbyuslngaudio-visualequlPment.h

Japan,audio-visualequlPmentisactivelyusedtoincorporateculturalstudiesinto

languageeducationandtofurtherenhancethestudents'foreignlanguageskills.

"SincetheLanguageLaboratoryAssociation(LLA)wasoIBanizedin 1961,

mechanicalaidshavegreatlydeveloped.Almostal1theschoolsandmiversitiesare
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equippedwithtape-recordersandlinguistictapesorvideotapes.Ala樗enum berof

jmiorandseniorhigh schoolsapeequippedwithslides,丘lm strips,Videotapesand

languagelaboratories.SinceNHKstartedEnglishbroadcastingbyradioas飽rlyas

1925,thewideuseofradiobroadcastinghastだenrapidlyrecognized.As forTV,

NHRbeganEnglishtelecastinJdy1953inTokyo,andthenexpandedittoOsaka

andNagoya.Recently,videoandcomputersarewidelyusedinVariouswaysin

Englisheducation."3 withthespRadofaccesstothehtemet,thepossib止ityof

uslngCOmPuterSinlanguageclasseshasben greatlyexp皿ded.Thqearegreat

manylinguisticresourcesavailableontheweb,andtheycanbeveryusefulfor仙e

studentsandteachers.Onthehtemet,teachersandstudentscandiscussissueswith
teachersandstudentsfiomalloverdieworld.Lessonplansandothqmaterialsare

alsoavailableonthewebpages.

hChina,classroomsforforeignlanguageeducationwithelectricalaudio-

visualaidshaveh=enbuilt,extendedandequippedwiththemostadvancedfacilities

inalloftheinStitutesofforeignlanguagesandinallofthecornmonmi versities,

professionalforeignlanguageschools,keyjmiorandsemiorhigh schools.Alotof

methodsforforeignlanguageeducationwithelecbicalaudioIVisualaidssuchas

films,Slidesshow,photography,soundrecordingandvideohavebeenwidely

adopted.Somemiversitieswith goodteachingcondihonsalsoareproducing

soRwareofelecbicalaudio-visualaidsusedforforeignlanguageeducation.The

comm itteesofforeignlanguageeducationwithelectricalalldio-visualaidshave

beenformedbominnationwidelimitsandinthelocalities.Allkindsofweeklyand

monthlyperiodicalsofforeignlanguageeducationwithelectricalaudio-visualaids

haveも∝npli血edandpublished.也addition,也ecomplュterhasalsobeenusd in

foreignlanguageeducation.Forseveralyearsnow,severalkeymi versitiesand

ResearchhstitutesofForeignLanguageshaverunperiodictrainingcoursesto

promotecomputerliteracy amongthenation'sEnglish languageteaching

comm uni也es.ThecomputeristhCTeforbibliographical search,forstoring

information,analyzingtestingresults,calculatingleamabilityoftexts:somany

thingswhichonlyyesterdayhadtobemanuallydonecanbelefttothedisc.China

mustmodemizeastheworldmodemizes-incomputeruseaswellasintheuseof

English･4

As statedabove,weknowbothcounbieshavegivenhighprioritytoEnglish

educationwithelecbicalaudio-visualaidssuchasTV,radio,slides,videoandCDs.
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ThedevelopmerLtOfuslngelecbical audiovisualaidsinEnglishteachingand

studyinginbothJapan andChinahasgreatlychangedtheoldpatternsofEnglish

teaching･ThepreviousEnglishteachinginschoolsinboth Japan andChina

emphasizedknowledgeaboutEnglish,notperformance.TherewasnotsuFICient

emphasisonpracticeoflisteningandspeakingskillsIIntroductionwasnotgeared

towardscorrmmi cationwithEnglishspeakingpeople.LittleaboutAm eriCanCulture

wastaughtinEnglish＼classes,whichpreventedJapaneseandChinesefrom

comm unicatingadequatelywithAm eriCanS.

3.SomethingaboutAIlTs,studentexchangept℃gramatLdinservicetraining

hJapanAlJshaveagrandgatheringsoftmprecedentedsize.Theyareplaced

inalotofpublicschools,whileinChinaALTsareonlyplacedinafewofkey

universitiesandkeyjuniorandseniorhigh schools.However,haveALTsbeen

greatlycontributingtothedevelopmentofJapanesestudents'foreignlanguage

comm unicationskills?hmyopimion,theresdtisnotveryideal.Though alotof

assistantlangtngeteachershavebeensenttoallkindsofschoolsthrougholltthe

country,andtheteachingactivitieshavet光enChanged丘omexamination-orientedto

comm unication-orierLtedtosomeextent,Onepointmeritingattentioniswhether

na也ve-speakerswhoareanimatinginal1kindsofschoolsreallyplayanimportant

andpracticalroleinpromotingJapaneseEnglisheducation･Infact,nativespeakers

havenotexertedatremendousinfluenceonEnglishteachingin Japanaswe

expected.As farasIobserved,thereasonisthatsomenativespeakersdonotknow

atallhowtoteachEnglishtoJapanesestudents(whoarenotveryactivein

expressingtheirown ideasstraightlyandclearly)･IhaveeverattendedanEnglish

conversa也onclassconductedbyanativespeakerinacertainumiversity.FortheflrSt

tentofiReenminutes,shegavesomecorrectanswqstotheexercisesandthen

requiredthestudentstohavesomeEnglishconversationonthefixedtoplCgivenby

her.Youknow,manyJapanesestudentshaveintrospectivecharacteristicsandtheir

Englishcommunicativecompetencearealsolimited,sotheycannotsayalotabout

thefixedconversationtopicwhileshe(thenativespeaker)wasjuststandingbeside

thestudentswithoutgivlnganyhintsaboutthetopic.Englishconversationclasslike

thisisnotverysuccessful.So,asforEnglishconversadonclassesconductedby

nativespeakers,theyshouldnotbelumpedtogether.SoIthinkthedistributionof

nativespeakersshouldtx:paidattentionto･Thenativespeakersshouldtx:assigned

tosomeschoolsinwhichthestudents'EnglishlevelishigherthanCutofthose
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studentsstudyinginordinaryschools.Andweshouldbeparticularaboutteaching

conversationtoJapaneseandChinese.Ithinksomeguidelinesforencouragmgoral

activitiesmaybesuitableforJapaneseandChinesestudents.Suchguidelmesareas

follows:

a.Maximizepazticipationsoeveryonewillhavemanychancestotalk.

b.Avoid"audienceHsituationsinwhichtheothermembrsofagroup(probably

feelingsleepy)aresittingaroundhearingafewmembersspeak.

C.Ikpendonstudents'input:AskthemtosuggestthetopICS,drawup,andgive

feedback.

d.EachactivityshouldhaveaspecificgoalsostuderLtSwillhaveafeelingof

accomplishmentwhentheyhavereachedthegoal.

e.Givetimeforprep打ation(actualaswellaspsychological).Askthestudentsto

dothisashomeworktx:foretheclassorgivedlemfiveminutesinclass.

f.Establishaclassroomatmosphereinwhicheachindividmlfeelsthatheorsheis

anintegralpartofdiegroup.

g. Hmdlemistakesdiplomatically,Ⅶ10btrusively,andconstructively;capitalizeon

dlemSOeaChindividualCanfeelsheorhehascontributedtotheclassradlertlm

minedit.

h.Avoid"negativeencouragement"(su血asfinesforuseofdlenativelanguage).

Acknowledgeallcontributionsinasupportive,encouragmgmamer,butalso
allowstudentstherighttobequietattimes.

i.Emphasizetheskillorpracticeoflanguagepointssothattheactivityisnotseen

aSanendinitsel【

J.ExploitthephysicalspaceoftheclassroomanditsfumitlNeOrfacilitiesinany

imaginableway.

Though therearesomeunsuccessfulEnglishclassesconductedbyEnglish

nativespeakers,therearemanyinteFeStingandinsplrmg,Engli血 conversation

classesgivenbynative甲eakers.hChina,theEnglishleam ers'(especial1ythose

studyinginjmi orauldsemiorhighschools)expostuetoEnghshhastXenVerymuch

limitedthough dlerehavebeenmanygreatimprovementsinthewakeofthe'open'

policy.ForeignlanguageproficiencylSachievedprlnCipallyin也esituationof

formalteaching.h addition,teachers aFeindigenouslyChineseandare trained
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basicallyinhomeinstitutionswherethqeareonlyafewnativespeakersofEnglish.

OnlyaprivilegedminorityofteachershastheopportmityofstudyinginEnglish

speakingcounties.Therefore,maybeJapaneseleamersofEnglisharebetterthan

ChineseinEnglishcorrLmunicationcompetence,butworsethanChineseleam ersof

EnglishinEnglishlinguisticcompetence(forexBLmPle,inansweringquestions丘om

Englishw血tenormultiplechoicetestssuchasTOEFL accordingtothe

incompletelystatistics,thetotalscoreofTOEFLacquiredbyJapanesestudentsison

aaverage490dIileChineseEnglishleamerscanget550).5

InJapan,theMi血sbyofEducationprovidesscholarshiptoJapanesestudents

whocangetgoodscoresinthetestofTOEFLtogoabroadforstudy,andcooperates

withsomeforeigngovemnentsbypublicizingtheirrespectivescholarshipprograms

underwhichJapanesestudentsareinvitedtostudyabroadeveryyear.Thisisnearly

impossibleincomm onmi versitiesinChinaexceptinsomekeymi versitiessuchas

QingHuaUmiversity(清華大学)andBeijingUhiversity(北京大学).

InJapan,theMimistryofEducatiOnhasbeencarryingoutakindofin-Service

traimingprogramunderwhichanumlxrofEnglishlanguageteachersofjuniorand

seniorhigh schoolsaresenttoEnglish-Speakingcountriestobegivenin-service

traimingatinstit血onsofhigh ereducationinthoseco血 ies.However,inChina

onlyafewEnglishteacherscangetthiskindofchance.EspeciallyitistoodiWICult

forjuniorandseniorhigh schooIEnglishteacherstogoabroadtoundergoin-service

tr血 ng,becauseEnglishteachersmusttakeverysbictdttentestsandoraltests

beforegolngtOEnglish-speakingcountriestogetthetraining.Thetestquestionsare

toocomplexforjumiorandsemiorEnglishteacherstoanswer.honeprovince,only

oneEnglishteachercanpasssuchsbicttestseverytwoorthreeyears.Soinfact,the

in -servicetraininghEnglishspeakhgcountriesforjmi orandsemiorhigh schooI

EnglishteachersexistsinChinainnameonly.Yet,whatevertheconsequences,the

ideaofin-servicetraininginEnglishspeakingcountriesisreasonable.hmyopln10n,

morejuniorandsemiorhigh schoolteachersofEnglishwillhavechancestogo

abroadtostudyadvancedEnglishteachingmethodsinthenear futureasChina

makesrapiddevelopmentineconomics,cultureandeducation.However,itisrather

impossiblefor99%ofChinesejumiorandsemiorhigh schooIEnglishteachersto

improvetheirEnglishlanguageteachingcompetencenow.
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4･ EnglishteachingtypesinbothJapanandChina

EnglishteachingtypesinbothJapanandChinaarealmostthesame,including

sixtypes:secondaryschools(imi orandsemiorhigh schools),universities,private

languageschools,juku(inJapan,itiscalledjukuwhileinChina,itiscalleda

continuadonschool),EnglishclassesincompaniesandEnglishclassesforchildren.
Manysecondaryschoolstudentsgotoprivatecrammingschoolsinordertopassthe

entran ceemi tionforhigh erschoolsbesidestheirstudyinginpublicschools.

SomebigcompaniesspendmuchmoneyonEnglishconversationclassesfor

salariedworkers(JapaneseolrlCeWOrkers),whostudyattheirown workplaces.ha

verysmallnum berofelemmtaryschoolsinJapan (whileinChinainanofthe

elementaryschools),Englidlconversationclassesareoqered.AttentionIwouldlike

toarousehereisthattherearetwobigspecialEnglishclassesinChina.halmost

everyumiversityalloverthecountry,theTeareTOEFLandGREEnglishtraining

classesalltheyearround.Anyonecan attendthiskindoftraimingclassesprovided

thatsomeamountofmoneylSPaid.During也etraimingclasses,thestudentscanget

sbicttraiminginEnglishlisteningcomprehension,Englishgramm ar,andEnglish

readingcomprehensionwhichaimaLttheirpassingdiWICllltTOEFLandGREtest.

AfterfinishingthiskindofEnglishshort-term training(almostoneyear ortwo

years),thestudentscan almostpassTOEFLandGREtextP･Tomyopimion,itis

thesekindsofEnglishcontinuationclassesthatmakeChinesestudentsgethigher

scoresinTOEFLandGREteststhanthestudentsinotherAsiancountries.Theother

kindofEnglishspecialtrainingclassiscalledvocationalEnglishclass.Everyyear,

thiskindofvocationalEnglishtest,whchisintendedforteachersandworkersat

theirpostsincollegesanduniversities,must也 Carriedoutineveryprovince.If

teachersorworkerswanttopromotetheirpresentposi也onstohigherpositions(for

example,&omacomm onlecturertoan associateprofessor,orRoman associate

professortoaprofessor),theymustpassthiskindofvocationalEnglishtest.horder

topassthiskindofvocationalEnghshtest,dmostal1theteachersandworkers

attendthevocationalEnglishclassmemionedabove.Mostofthequestionsarefrom

guidancematerialstaughtinthevocationalEnglishclass.hq)iteoflackofreliable

data,itisgenerallyagreedthatthevocationalEnglishclasshasgreatlyimproved

Englishlevelsofworkersandteachersattheirposts.
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5.SomethingaboutschoolsystemsofbothJapanandChina

Bothofthetwocountrieshavetextbooksandsyllabusesauthorizedbythe

MinisbyofEducation,thatis,textbooksandsyllabusesmusttx2approvedbythe

twocountries■respectiveMinistryofEducation･EveninChinesecollegesand

universities,textbooksandsyllabusesarealsoratifiedbytheM血stryofEducation.

AsforEnglishmajorstudelttSincollegesinChina,theymustpassCollegeEnglish

TestBand8b3fore血eygradllate丘omcolleges.As fornon-Englishmajorstudents,

theymustpassCollegeEnglishTestBand4beforetheygraduatefromcolleges.

TeachersarenotfreetoselecttextbooksandsyllabusestoconductEnglishclass.h

myopinion,theuseofnationaltextbooksandsyllabusesissuitableforEnglish

teachhg.ThemtionallevelofEnglishteachingandstudyingcanbeimprovedonly

bynationalconcertaction,notbyeachgoingonhisAeTOwn Way.Englishteaching

hoursperweekinpublicjuniorhighschoolsinJapan arethreeorfourhoursandin

semiorhigh schoolsfivehoursonanaverage,whileinChina,theEnglishteaching

hoursarefromfourtosixhoursperweekonanaverage.Ithink,theteachinghours

ofEnglishteachinginJapanarealittleshort.As abovementioned,Englishisvery

di丘icultforJapanesetostudyeitherpronunciationorthedin:erencesinsentence

sbcturesbetweenEnglishandJapanese.

EnglisllClasshasbeenofferedinallofpublicelementaryschoolsin

thecitiesinChinasince1990.ThepupilsbegintostudyEnglishfromthe

fourthgradeofelementaryschoolashadbeendoneinHongKong,while

inJapan,though afewprivateelementaryschoolsofferEnglishcourses,

therehasrecentlybeenaslightincreaseinEnglisheducationatthe

elementarylevel."InJapan,EnglishteachingbeginsinJuniorhigh

schoolswhenthestudentsaretwelveyearsold.Thatistosay,the

studentsstartstudyingaforeignlanguageattheagewhenthebesttime

foracquiringlanguageshasalmostpassed,andtheirinnateabilityto

acquireforeignlanguagesisalreadywaning."6Happily,Englishteaching

willbeofferedinalotofelementaryschoolsthroughoutJapanin2002

accordingtotheguidingpnnciplesofもheMinistryofEducation.

Conclusion

FromwhatIhaveseen,heardandread,IwouldliketoconcludeEnglish

teachinginJapan争ndChinaasthis:thoughdlefehavebeengreatdevelopmentsin
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jmiorandsemiorhighschoolsEnglishteaching,dlereareStillmanydemeritstotx:

wor血improved.The廿oublewiththeEnglishteachingsysteminJapanandChinaat

thismomentstilllieswith enb.anceexamsthatrulethelivesofJapaneseand

Chinesestudents.Theteachingacdvitiesstillgiveprioritytoexamination,oriented

ratherthancommmication-oriented.Fromthemiversitiesdown tothejmiorand

seniorhighschools,theEnglishteachingstressisstilllaidonthegrammarand

translation.7

Japanesehastheworld'smostcomplexverbalsystem,fully13%ofeveryday

speechconsistedofforeignloanwords,mostlynaITOWlngOftheirmean1ngS,While

thepronunciationofloanwordsisgenerallyalteredtofittheJapanesesyllabary.h

ordertochangethepronunciationofloanwordsinaccordancewiththeJapanese

syllabaryintostandard甲OkenEnglish,theJapanesepeoplemustmakegreateffort

todoit.

hadditiontoit,thqearealotofphoneticsymbolsthatdonotexistin

JapanesewhiletheyalmostexistinChinesesuchas【Z],【r),lq],[5],Ul,te],and
soon･SotheChinesepeoplegaintheupperhandinEnglishpronunciationthanthe

Japanesedotosomeextent,Ithink.Besides,Japanesesyntaxissubject-object-verb

syntaxwhileChinesesyntaxissubject-verb-objectsyntaxthatisthesameasthatof

English.MaybeitisoneofthemainreasonsforChinesepeopletoleanEnglish

easierthanJapanesedo.

InthecontextofChina,whileachievingspokencompetencein

Englishshouldremainaprimarygoal,instructionshouldnotneglectthe

conventions ofwritten genres.with its highly constrained and

conservativeconventions,writtenEnglisll(anditsidealizedspoken

varietiesthatprovidemodelsforinstruction)hasmuchincommonwith

theChinesewritingsystemandputonghua.Al1literateEnglishusers,

whethertheyacquireitasafirstorasanadditional1anguage,have

remarknblysimilarnotionsabouthowatextshouldbereadeveniftheir

spoken performance ofthattextpresentstoothersproblemsof

intelligibility.8
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