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SettingtheMood:MakinganEnglish-Language▲
EnvironmentforEFLLanguageLearnlng
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MikeUnher

Abstract

mgli血isnotmerelyatext-booklanguagecomprisedoflistsofmiestoh:

memorized,withlem ngratedmerelyasagradeinschool.Itisalivinglangtlage,

andifourgoalaslanguageteachersistogiveol汀Students也eabilitytouseit,they

willneedtoseeforthemselves,first-hand,thatitcant光aneqeCtivewayinwhch

humanscancorrmunicate.

Onewaytogiveow studentsthisawareness,andthus,afacditywith the

language,istousecommunicative-basedactivitiesdmingthelanguageclass.Such

activitieswillgivethesltudentsthechancetocomm mi catewitheachotheruslng

English.

h仙sarticle,thereader血llbeprovidedwith an overviewofsimple,yet

effectivewaystomaketheclassroomam飽nlngfu1,Communicativeenvironmentin

whichEnglishmaybel飽rlledasacomm mi Cativetool.

血troduction

WhIeEnglish-languagemoviesandtelevisionprogramsaboundherein
■

Japan,glVlngtheaveragecitizenexposuretosuchsoICalled"scriptedEnglish'I,the

typicaljuniorhigh schoolstudentfTlrStenCOuntαSthelanguage,inafbrmaland

personalway,inthe.TEnghshasaForeignLanguage"(EFL)classroom.

Thsistheagegroupwhereleamngcan oRent光mOSteFectivewhenthe

le打IlαenCOuntqSthesubject(thelessonobjectives)inahands-on,activities-based
●

environment.Suchanactivellem gatmospherecanbeseeninavarietyofother

schoolsubjects,suchasad,homeeconomics,andscienceclassexperim飢tS.We

mayalsoseeagoodchancefortheleam qtot光gintoaequuetheEnghshlanguage

asarealcommunicationtoolwhenitistaughtinacommulicative-basedprogram -

aprogram thatincludesavarietyoftask-orientedactivitieswherethelean ermust

usethelanguagetocommmi catewithothqs,血eI℃heorshemustt光COmeableto

usetheEnglishlanguagesuccessa止lyinavarietyofcommmi cativesituations,and

withacertainlevelofflexibility.
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CreatingtheLeamungEnviJYInment
●

Ifwewantotqstudentstoregard血glishasatoolforcomm mi cationwhere

theycan seethepotendalofuslngitinreallifTetocornmunicatewith others,a

leamngenvironmentneedstobecreatedfortheEFL classroom in which

comm mi cationmethodscan beacquiredbythestudent.Onesuchmethodhas

beenreftlredtoasstudent-centeredleamlng,Wheretheteacheractsasan advisoror

I.tourguide'',guidinghestudentsthrough thenecessaryvocabularytheywi1lneed
●

toacqu汀eaParticularlanguage血nCtion.

Coupledwith血sapproachisaclassroomsystemwherethesttlderLtSWOrkin

groups(usuallytwotofow studentspergroup)･Wh enactivitiesaredoneinsuch

smangroups,eachstud飢twi11needtospendmoretimespeaking.Somestudents

mayfTeelmorerelaxeddoingsoastheyaren'tspeakingbeforetheentireclassIThe

teacher,Ⅵ血ileclearlytheorganizerofthelesson,remainsphysicallyoutsidethe

commtmicationcircleofeachgroupduring血eactivity,Heorshebecomesavoice

off-stage,makingnecessarycorrectionsandgivingtheappropriatepromptsinorder

togetthestudentscomm unicating-i.e.uslngthelanguage.

Belowisastm aryofsomeadvantagesanddisadvantagesofusmgsucha

me血od:

Small-GroupLearnlng

SomeAdvantages:｣二■=1

-studentsmayfTeelmoreateaseinsmallgroups

IStudatsneedtospeakmoreoften

-StudentsmayfTeelmoreencotmgedtobyoutnewphrases

一memoryandacquisidonmaybeimprovedduoughthestudentlsactive

parhcipa也on

-diqlCultatthe.Tabsolutebeginner.1level(Itcan,however,beused
e飴ctivelywithmoreteacherintemction.)

-mayrequlrean adjustmentperiodforthestudenttogetusedtothis
eami gstyle
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-theteacherneedstofeelconfidentinuslngEnglishwithhisAqstudents

43

Another important fTactor in creating such a comm mi cabon-based

envirormentistomakeEnglishtheprimary(ifnottheonly)lan guageusedduring

thelesson.Weleanourownlanguagebyhearmgandimitatingito洗enasasetof

phrases.htheEnglishlanguageclassroomtheteacherneedstoshowthelean er

thatitreallyispossibletorelyonEnglishtocommmi cate.打theleamersh飽rthe
●

teacherusmgJapaneseratherthanthetargetlanguagein血eEnglishclass,theymay

notbelievethisto也 possible,andmaynotseeanyvalueinleamngtousethe
●

langtmgeforthemselves.ButiftheteacherspeaksEnglishwiththestud飢tS

regularly,theymayfeelmoreconfidenttouseitthemselves.

Ofcourse,studentsmayhavediJrlCultieshandlingnew vocabulary. h

additiontotheproblemsofnothowlnghowtousethenewwordsproperly,they

mayalsohaveamorefundammtalproblemofnothavingltPresentedcl飽rlyto

themintheflrStPlace. habecomm mi cativesetting,pewwordsmayappearin

conversa也onwithoutan introductioA. Theymaythereforehavequestionsabout

spelhng,orperhapstheymaynothaveh飽rdthewordorphrasecorrectly.

However,ratherthan pemi h gthestudenttoresorttousmgJapaneseto
●

solvetheseproblems,theEFLteachercan giveeachstudentthemeans(and也e

confidence)toobtainsuchinfomationusingEnghsh Th≦can beachievedby

teachingtheclassasetofsimplephrases.Forexample,onthe丘柑tdayofclass,

andasareviewduringsubsequentlesson.S,th¢teachq can血 thestudentstouse

thesephrases:

ToaskaboutthespeuihgOfaword:"Howdoyouspellitr

Toaskaboutthemeamingofaword:.1Wh atdoeslit/thisword]mean?.I

Toaskabolltthepronunciadonofaword:一一Howdoyoupronouncelit]?"

Toaskforrepetition:''Pardon?..or●●Onceagam slowly,please.-I

Thesemaybeseenasproblem-solvingtools,andoncethestudentsfeel

comfortableusmgthem,theymaybelessinclinedtofallbackontheirmother
■

tonguewhentheyshouldbefunctiomngmanEnglishenvirormentintheEFL

classroom.

hadditiontotheaboveclarifica也onphrases,ritualqu岱donsandphrases

maybeusedduringeachclass,in ordertosettheEnglish..mood".Herearesome
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phrasesthattheEFLteachercanusewi也thestudentsduringeachclass:

EverydayClassroomTerms

StaTIEngClass- Gnetings

Goodm叩由ng/iBemQDg,everyone.
Howa托yOul,Tbshi]?
llmfine,thankyou.

Commands

Standup./ Sitdown ./ Comehere.
Quiet,please.
Enghsh,please.

classwork

Lookatglebo野d/yourhalldouts.
Watchthevideo.

Listentothetape.
Ttm topagel32].
Repeata洗erme.
Let.spractice./Letlstalk/Let'sbyit.
Talkwithyour p血 /四 p.
Lookatthe土qp/地 m/leAside/dghtjideofthepage.
血 k/血∈血/皿血therightanswer.

TeachernsponsesandencoZLragement

J
Good.Notquite.Tryagaln.Onceagaln.Pardon?
Howaboutyoul,H止omi]?
Doyouknowl,Ken]?
LouderlYoko,],Icadthearyou.
Wh owantsto叫? Anyoneelse?

Endingclass-Leaving

Good-bye,everyone.
Haveagoodb血 /aeernDQn/蜘 !

h theteacher.sday-to-daytaskofteachingEnghsh,especiallylnthe

corrmunicativeuseofthelanguage,newvocabularywillmostlikelybepresentedin

eachlesson.ItmaybeadvantageousfortheteachertopresentdleSenewitemsina
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communicativeway. Thenon-corrmunicative,traditionalapproachhastx:enfor

thestudentstotxgivenalistof也esenewwordstomemorize.However,ina

commmi cativesystemoflanguageleam mg,thestudentneedstoknowhowtouse

thevocabulary,toseehowthesepleCeSwillfitwith oth ervocabularyitemsintoa

meaningfulconversa也on.Ifthestudentisin仕oducedtothenewvocabularyitems

inthefom ofphrases,pe血apsthqeisagreaterchancefTorthestudenttoh=ableto

'lguess"diemeamngOfthenewwordbyseemsitinacontextofknown items,

witholltgongtOatranSla也ondictionary.Thestud孤tW山alsoseethenewword

"atwork''aspartofaphrasethatcanbeused.

Thiskindofactivelem g,wherethestudentisplacedindieSitmtionwhere

heorshem旧tfigureoutthemeamng,maycontributetoacquisi也onoftheword,as

wellasglVethestudentacertainlevelofconfldenceintakingon也isnewlangtLage.
▲

ThisisnotverydiFerent丘omthewayyoungchildrenacquretheirmothertongue.

ASurveyofTeachers

Resultsofaninteresthgstudyoncomm mi cativeEFLteachingwererecently

pubh血ed･ Theauthor,Ms.Am eOgawa,interviewed67jmi orandsemiorhigh

schoolEFLteachersin YamagataPrefTecttu:e,through aseriesofquestionson

methodologyandtheteach肝S'0wn ViewstowardEFLteaching. Theques也on

topicscoveredtypesofclassroomactivities,lessonplanandclassroomorganization,

studentslreceptiveness,studerltin-ClassfTeedback,andsoforth.

ThedatashoweddLat,eVenthough thetypicalEFLclassroomconsistsof40

students-aclasssizethatmanyteachersmightregaJdasnearlyunmanageablefor

cornmmi cationactivities-abouthalfofthelessonplansdevelopedandusedbythe

teachersincludedsomekindofspeakingactivity.

Theauthorofthestudyfoundthsdataencouragmgasatrendtowardan
●

increaslnguseOfspeakingactivitiesintheEFLclassroom,However,itmustbe

pointedoutthatitremainsunclearwhetherthespeakingactivitiesreanycan be

temedcorrmumicativeinthesensethattheyaretaskl0riented,orwhethertheyare

merelyrepetitiontasks.

Yet,thesurveydidrevealthatwhenteachersusedEnglishexpressions(asthe

EverydayClassroom Termslistedearlier)duringeachclass,thestudentsfTelta

greaterinterestinusmgEnglish也emselves. Theyfeltlessembarrassedtouseit

becausetospeakEnglishhadtx=enestablishedastheexpectednorm oftheclass.
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Conclusion

TheEFLteachero洗enservesastheinitialandpnmaryrole-modelfortheEFL

lean er,andthisfirstcontactwithEnghsho洗enservestoestablishthewaythe

studentwilllookon血elanguageinclass,andinlateryears.

Itseemsrealistictosaythatifthelanguageteacherfeelsreluctanttouse

Englishin acomm mi cativewaywith hisorherstudents,thenthestudents

themselvesmayinheritthisreluctance,andthusfinditveIYdiWICulttofeel

comfortableuslngthelanguageasacommunica也ontool.

Ontheotherhand,whentheteachercreatesan Englishenvirormentinthe

classroomfわrhisorherstud飢tS,andusesthelanguageinarelaxed,''natural"and

communicativeway,thenitmaybemoreprobablethattheEFLstudentswillseethe

languageasawaymwhichtocorrmunicate,andtheywillmorereadilyenjoyusing

it.
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