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Peopleinanotherculture- Wh atdowethinkofwhenwethink

aboutpeoplehvingwheretheydo,workingatwhattheylaborat,白tdvingto

makeSenSeandpurposeoftheirlives,ofeachother,ofthemselves?Howdol
theyde丘netheirplaL3ean Ong8talltheseconsiderations,makingtheirplace

ineachset血gtheirownexperience?

Wemayttm totheliteratuzeofthatforeignland,thatculture,to
findinsight,whichiso氏enagoodwindowthrough whi血 togazeoutonto

thepeopleandtheirlifestyleS一一･血8eeWhatiti8thatmakesthemwhothey
are.ThebestofsuchStoriescan Chronicleanddocumentthelivesand

丘meSinatangiblewayA)rus,andthrough aumqueandSPeCificna∬ative,
●

theycanconveyto uSa･8enSeOfthevaluesin whichtheinhabitants
funcdonin theirownsociety.Thisis'forbetterorforworse,'畠incethe

myriadofhmancharacteriShcBthatareportrayedinliterattuecomprise

oftenenough thepanoplyofadmirabletraitsandfoiblesthatweascribeto

b̀einghun血 丁'inanyculture-personaandmasksofprideandhum鞄
slyness,treachery,brimance,idiocy,modeStyandpugnacityareshared
knowledgerecognizableacroSSCultures.

IhaveselectedtwoexBLmPlesinAm ericanliteratu托 tOeX血 e,
whichoffer,independentlyandal80inconcert,Suchperspectivesofpersona
andplace.Through these血 gS,thecharacterBandtheirlanguage,and
thenarratives,thereadermaygaininSightssped五ctothe80Cietie8thatare
portrayed.WhilethetwoSelection8Offeracontrast,theyalsocoalescetO
dyeuSawiderview ofAm eriCan a血 des,Oratleast,thoseOftwo

particularprotagonistsinAm eriCan set血gSbehavin写inwayspecuh肝 tO
thei土oⅥmphaewithintheir80CiebT.

As backgroundtotheauthorsrepresentedhere,FrederickBusdl
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(1942･2006)1ivedandⅥoteintheSmalltown ofHamilton,incentralNew

YorkState,wherecn befound8eVeralsman,Old-estab止8hedconeges.It

iSan areathatiSPrinarnyagriCulturalwithharshw申tersandshort
sum merS,andaSSuch,鮎 fromanuent.

WilliamCarlosWilliamS,･WhowasaPhysician andhassincebecome

world-renownedaSaSemhalAm erican poet(1883･1963),livedinamodest

houseinaratherpoorareaofRutherford,NewJersey,aCrOSStheriverfrom

NewYork.HkpatientswereforthemostPartrecentind antsfrom

Europe,血iterateinEnglishandrlivinginimpoverishedcircumstancesas
theystruggledtogainafootholdintheirnewlm d.

Letu8takethefirStfewhesoftheStoryentitledWl'dowWahir,by
FrederickBu卓ch,aStheypresentthetenornotonlyofthestoryitsel毛butof
themaincharacteraroundwhomthena∬ativerevolves.TheprotagonistiS

aplum berinaruralre由8nOfupStateNewYork,whoopensthestorywitha
80uOquy,akindofinteriormonologue:

Wh attoknOwaboutpainishowhtdewedoto

deServeit,howsimpleitistogive,howhardtolose.

Ⅰ'm aplumber.Idigforwhat'swrong.ⅠShould
know.

Duschp.3]

Wh atjum psoutatthereader(atleastfor･Lbigreader)i8the
associationofthewordp̀ain',a8inanguish,withtheideaofwhata

plumbergenerallydoes.Thtatradesman wouldbesokeenlyawareof●
thisaspectinhisdentS'livesisapolgnanqythatiSdevelopedinthestory.

Thefo110wingexchangebeginsWnams'storyCume(かEDお皿bedI

1930,partof乃eDociwStun'es.TheBtOr3T,aSthedateinthetideSuggeStS,
takesplaceduringtheeco且omicDepressionintheUS.ThenarratoriSa

physician, an overworkedgeneral practitionerlivingandworkingina

poverty･strickenurbanareaofnlorthem NewJersey. Heisonthephone

withthehusbandofawomanwhoisinadinculttineinherpregnancy:

Yeah,Ⅰknow,Isaid.Butlcan'tgothreeplaces
丘rst.

Wh encanyoucomethen? heanswered.
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Itoldyourvealreadypromisedtwopeopleto

seethemassoonaBI'vehadbreakhSt.Wh ydon't

yougetsomebodynearerifyou'reinSuchaも.Ⅶ竺y?

Becauselvantyou･Youknowwhereitis,
don'tyou?

ⅠⅦ血dit.

There'salittlewoodenhousebehindtheshoe

shopbetweenFourthandFin･Ⅰ'皿belookingfor
you.%usureyou'llcone.

lWimamSp.1081

InBusch'sWl'dow Wa由ぢan intriguingtideinitself,OnefindSthat

theplumber'SWayOfpresentingthena汀ativeis-aSmethodical and

proceduralaSthewayheaccomp止血.eshisworkadaytasks.Thelanguage

isSPareand,aSitwere,tothepoint.HeSelectswordsandphraSe8aShe

wouldchooseapardculartoolforajobheisdoing.Wefindasimilarityin

thewayEmestHem血gwaywentaboutdescribinghowvariouspeoplein

his8tOrieSPerformedtheirvarioustasks-aAy･fishermancasting丑)rtrout

GnzblO鞄 ･HemiedRtvBi),awaiterpouringwI血keyintoagla88Gn血e
EvanShipman piecbinAMoTJeableFeas身,orabun-fighterin combatGn

TheUBdelea由功.Thesearepeoplefoundanonymouslyineveryday地

whodotheirworkwen.

Busch'splumber,whosenameisAbe(shortforAbraham),livesand

worksinasma皿toⅥm nearacollege,inaSettingS血 totheauthor'8

0wn circumStanCeS.HeiBaCOmPetentPlumber(oneissureHemingway

wouldhavea血血 edhim),andknowsther由onanditsStructuresjusta8

intui也vely,travelingtheroadstogethisworkdone,andknowingthe

historiesofeveryhollSeandtheresidentshevisits.

Acoupleofpagesa氏ertheope血 glinesindudedabove,theStory

continue8withthepl血 errelatinghowhehadtoquenacaner'spleafor

help,whoseWaterStoppedinhishouse;becausetheplumberwasbusywith

otherhousesthatwere8u飽 ringtheheavyrains0fBPm gandbasements
■

wereovernowing,hefounditnecessary(andonesuSPeCtS,evendesirable)

toputthecustomerincheckforthetimebeing.Itwasayoungprofessor

c血 g丘om hisdilapidated,rented血rmhouBe. Whilehebeggedthe

plumbertocomehelpresto rewatertohis的 (hisyoungSOBWa白notyet
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toilettrained,an4withnowaterinthehouse,theproblembecomesmore

urgent),achallenginggameOfSemaLndcsensuesduringthecanwih the

plum berobviouslydelightedtobeincontrol.Duringtheexchange,the

plumberisinhiskitchenwith hislovelywifewhomhegreatlyadmires,
enjoyinghomemademu丘nSandjam andacupofcoffee.Theph血ber
narrates:

HeSaid,"Soyousee,sir,wecan useyourhelp."

IBald,̀̀Yessir,sounds比eàproblem:'

Ǹowater,andwe'vegotaboywhoisn't

toilet-trained.ItgetskindofmeSSy."

l̀inaglne."
●

"Sodoyouthinkyoucould..."

Ỳessirr

uConekindofsoonr

"Oh,rnconekindofsoon.Itjustwon'tbe

today."

Ỳou'resureyoucouldn't..."

'YeSSirr

"Comebdayで'

`̀Yessir.〟

ÈVesSlr,Whatr
▲

r̀YbSSir,rnSurelcan'tcome."

DuBChpp.415]

Wecm findSinilarityinboth ofthesePhoneconverSa丘ons,the
doctor'andtheplu皿ber'8,inthattheyeachtakephcebetweenaSkilled
profe88ionalandadistraughtcallerwhoisrelyingonhim torecd& a

catastropheofsonekindinhislifethatthreatenshishomeandhmily.
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William 8‥̀doctor8tOrieg'areoftentoldinthefir8七一PerSOn,inmuch

theSamematterOf血ctwaylastheplll血berdelivershisna∬ative.Of

course,themajordifferenceforWuiamsisthathewdte白亜omhis0Vm

real-1ifeexperiences.Evenso,theworkCumedyEBbLZZZbediSnOlessOfa

Story,withitsshareofskilM ydesigneddramaticirony,血aracterconflict

andresolution,andacertaincompassionamidstpathosthatisgoodtosee●●
血apbySlClan.

Dr.Wiuam8finalb makeshisWaytOthepatient'shome,a
dilapidatedstmcture,Blthyinside,andcrowdedwithold鮎m並urethat

o飽ndstheeye.(OfnoteisthatWiuiamshadstudiedpaintingaSWenaS

medicinewhneayoungstudentinGemany,andbringsaCriticaleyetothe
scene.)

Thewholeplaoehadacuriousexcitement

aboutitforme...Therewa白tnothingproperly

recognizable,nothingstraighもnothinginwhat

ordinarilymighthavebeencalleditsPredictable

relationships.Completedisorder.

lWiuiamSP.113]

ThehusbBLndiSinalow-keypanic,well-awareofthedangerhiswife

is血cingandwhatmaybetheoutcome. SheisSd皿only5･monthS

pregnant,andhetellsthedoctorthathiSwifegotscaldedrecently,andthen

thelaborpainsbegan.

Heascendsaricketystairwayfromthekitchenupthoughaholeto
thesecond且oor,wherehefindsherres血gin adoublebed,looking

surpnsmglypeace丘止,andateaseunderthecircumstances.Herother
■■

children,fourboys,arecausingalivelycommotiondownstairs.With a

slightlyan uSedexpression,shedescribeshercontractionpainsas"not80
bad,"acompletecontrasttoherhusband'S'atdtudeandthechaosand

squalorofherownsumotlnding8.Wediscoverthatwith thiSpregnancy

thehusbandishoping血 allyforagirl.Butwelmowthat,with the

impendingdeliverysopremature,thereislitdehopeforthehusband'Swish

tobemet,andtragedywillbethemostlikelyoutcome.

Thewi島 8eemSresignedtothe包.teofherbaby,though,inalmosta

humorousCOntraSttOeVely血血gelseinherlife. Thematter･of-血et,
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relaxedaspectofthepadentherSelf8eemStOgivethedoctoracertain
I

confidencethatthingswiAbehandledcompetently,onewayoranother.

HercontradonshavenotincreaSed;so,withnothingurgenthappening

thereandacaSe･loadofpa也entswai血 gforhimdsewhere,Dr.W山iamS

departs,anddurin gthestoryheretum 8twomoretinesintothenextearly●
mOrnmg･

InWldowWab21,beforeAhetheplumbercan gettotheprofe8SOr's
househehastOattendtheproblemofan elderlywidowwhosewenhas

stopped.Hedrives0fftoget･80medryicefronan ioe cream血.ctorythathe

w山u8etOforcegasdoⅥmintothepipeandclearwhateverisblo血 ng■it.

HeamivesatherhouSeandgoesdirectlydownintothebaSementfromthe

outsidece皿ardoor,withouttemngherheisthere.Hegazesatthedusty
coveredRmi ttueinstoragedoⅥm there,nolongerused,nolonger

importanttoherlife.Iti8likeatombintheoldcenar,a8theplumbergets

toworkrevivingthewidodswen.Soonsheappearsatthetopofthe

basementSteps:

ShewasSmallandwhiteand dressed in

SWeaterSandathin greenhousecoat.Shesaid,

r̀Wh ateverdoyoumean todor Herhandswere
foldedacrossherlitdechest,andsherubbedher

gnarledthroat. l̀SmyWendead?''

Ǹoma'am.Ⅰ'd血eyoutogoupstairswhileI

domySmallm止aclehere.BecauseI'd地eyounot

toworry.Won'tyougoupstairs?"

SheSaid,̀Tlivealone-"

ⅠSaid,̀EYoudon'thavetoworry.''

l̀don'tknowwhattodoabout-thiskindof

thhg. It gets mOre and more of a

problem-this-a皿this." Shewavedherhand.at
whatshelivedinandthenhLngherhandsather
sides.

LaterhedescribesherlipS"aSWhiteonherwhite血ce,the且eSh

lookedlikeflowerpetals.Pinchthemandtheycrumble,wetdust."
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℃̀utldon'tfeelso等00d,〟Shesaid.̀ThiS･
ThingS地ethis.Ⅰwishtheywouldh'thappen.Now.

Ⅰ'mveryold..‥ Ican hearitcome.Wh enthewe皿

stopped,IthoughtitwasaSign.Wh enyougetlike
me,youcan hearitcome."

DuSChpp.8･9]

Heconvinceshertogobackupstairs.Hecallsaft erher,̀̀Youmake

Sureandhavemya氏erdinnerco飽 ereadytonight,hear? Therellbe

waterforit." Withhiscommandoftone,almostaSifheregardsheraSa

child,onesensesthathe危elsuncomfortablewith whathe苧eeSandhears
inthewidodspredicAment,as.she色cesthecertAn tyofherowndeath.

Andofcourse,herecogni雄Shis■own h tsinwhathecan dotoremedy

su血problensotherthanresurrec血gdeadwaterwells.

Wh ensheleaves,hegetstOWOrkforcingthedryicedovmintothe

blodkedpipe,andcapsitupforthepresent.Thenhedriveshome,and

a氏erdinnerhew皿retum tocompletethework.Heamivesagainat.her

houseinthedark,onlyonelighted血 dowinthehouse,andcreepsback

down intothecenar,hopingShewashavingagoodrestupstairs.He
●

uncapBthepipe,･and"adeepstinkofthedeepestcold"risesup;followedby
thesoundofch bingwater.Hequicklyfillsupawatercan withsomeof
it.

T̀cappedthecheekvalve,dosedthepipethat

deliveredthewaterupStairB,pouredwaterfron the

watercanthrough thefunneltoprlmethepum p,
SWi血 ed 辻 on,wa血 ed 也e pressure dimb 也

thirty･eightpounds,openedthehucettotheupstairs

plpeS,andhearditgush."
■

D3uschp.10]

Hehmi estogethisWaterCanandtoolstothetruck(seeminglyin a

panicsohewon'thavetoseeher),andleavessuzTePtitiouSlywithoutsaying
anythingtothewidow,nor丑)rthatmatter,keepinghispromiseOf80Cial
contact("血 r血nnercoaee"),leavingtheoldwoman alonea洗er̀ma出nga
dead.wenlive:

A洗erDr.WuiamSreb皿 StOthepatient'shomeathird血 eitis
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quiteearlythen甲tmOmi ganddark･HemakeshisWaybackupstairs,
whereheSeeSthefowboysasleepacroBStwobigbedspu占hedtogether,all

partianyundreSSed,describingtheSceneWhimsically àSifSleephad

overtakenthemintheactofremovingtheirclothes.'Thefo110wingexcerpt

revealsWhatlmshappenedduringthedoctor'sabsence,inaBinphcityof

Stylethatlendsit8elfauthemoretothed山lhgreality:

DidyouhaveStrongPains?■

Yeah,dlnightbutaslongasIknewitwasalrightlcould
Standit.

It'sStininthesack,heSaid.Itallcaneouttogether.

lWiuamSP.1171

At)ethephLnber.amivesatthehouseOftheprofessorham ed
Sanuels),ina自ethgwhichhedescribesa8aCatastropheinitself anold,

long-neglected血m housethathasti1ted,lackingsturdyweatherproof

wallsorinsulation,arottedroofabovetheporch,and.in general , ahouse
readytoco叫apSe.Theprofessorisdescribedasap崎 youngman ina
TLShirtwithablackbeardanddirtyglaSSeS.Hb l止de3lyear:OldsonMac,
bycontrast,Wasrbeaudfu1:blondhairandsweedyshapedhead,bright
browneyes.'Atonce,AbeiSfondofthechild,andSeemStOpreferhis

companytothatofhiB払ther･whoiSneⅣOuS,,inept･andquitein theway･
Maca皿0unCeStOAbe,̀T)addybrokelthepum p]lastnight,andwecan'七五Ⅹ
itagam:I

●

Theymaketheirwaydownintothebasementthough thebackdoor,

withSam uelsleadhgthewayquickly,tumi gonhghtsandpushingthings
olltOftheway,chatteringtocoveruphisuncertaindes.ThesonMacte】血
Abe,̀We'retheworkers,okny? Youandmew皿 betheworkers.But

daddycan't丘Xahymore.MoⅡ皿ySaid80." Atthat,theembarrassed
Sam uelSte皿Shisson,̀We刊Ieavehinalonenow,Mac."An dthen,̀Would

webeintheway?Ⅰ'dliketoleam alitdeaboutthethingiflcan.''Ⅰnan
apparentreversalofrolesbetween.htherBLnd80n,MacShakeshisheadand

sm且esatAbe.̀rWh atarewegoingtodowithoⅥfdaddyT'

Through thenextSeveralparagraphs,Macgoesoutsidetoplay,and

AbeanswersSamuerSque8donsabouthowthepumpworks,andwhathe

Shoulddowhencertainthingsgowrong."God,whatIdon'tknow:'he
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maⅣelBin80mePe叩lexityanddespair. Abereassureshim,̀Well,we'll

getitbetterforyou." Samudsreplies,̀lnbetyouwin." ForAbethat

SigniLcantphrasewas"...ag地 hegaveme,abribe,"asherecallshis

taunts.againstSamuelsduringthephoneconverBadonthedaybefore.
An doneSenSe8,too,thehum山ationriBingin SamuelBaStheplumberin
hishousèdigSforwhat'swrong:

Stepbycompetentsteptheplumberlocate声and80lveStheproblem,
bypouringthèwidow'swater'fronthecanhehasbroughtfromherhouse

thedaybefore,doⅥmintotheblo血edpipe,andcomlnguPwithaBma皿
◆

stone,halfthesizeofafingeman,thatwascaughtinthepipe,andcausing
allthem由eryinSamuel'shousehold.ButasthepumpiSreatta血edan d

theSumpbeginstoemptythebigpuddleofwaterthathadformedinthe
basement(becauseSam uelshadunwiselyttmedthepumpOffthenight

before),hisSonMacpicksuptheremainsofadeadmouseinthedrain.

H由良therishorrifiedat'thestenchofdeath,butperhapsevenmore80,
withtheideaofadeadthinginhiBhomethathehasnOdominionover.

Hisner托8Snapandhehitshis80nwithaviOlentSlap,demandingthathe

goupStairSandwashhishands̀thisinstantT:Theviolentchangeinhis
behaviorreflectshis0m hillnean dinep血 de--+fe曲nganthe丘methat

hewasthecauseoftheproblemwiththepipes.Thisisconveyedwhenhe

yellsathisSon,̀That'S砂 intherか-Chri8tknOwswhatyou'vedragged

up.Andlttmyounottomesswiththingsyoudon'tknowanythingabout,
Danmit!"

Abecalmlypicksupthemousebythetai1andashemakeshis

wayupthestairsoutofthecehr,hepassesMacwhois8it血gonthe

StepS'notcrynganynore,butwet-heedand･sttm ed.'HewhiSperSinto
■

hisear,̀Ⅶ ata托WegongtOdowithyourDaddyで'
∴

Hegoeshomefunofremorse血rtheBorrow hefeelshehasCaused

血therandson,andperhapSfortheloneheSSandneglectofthewidow.

Dr.W皿a皿Sis危.cedwith thetragedyofdeath ofthepremattu℃

baby. Heisintheroomwiththecouple.Helooksintothe8aCkandsees
thefetus.

Isitalive?heaskedme.

Nb.
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Itwasalivewhenitwasborn,though,shesaid.Ilookedand∫

couldBeeitopenitsmOuth】並eitwantedtobreathe.

Wh atiBitDoc,shecon血ued,aboyoragirl?

Wh atdoyouwanttoknowfor?

IwanttoknowifitTBagirl.

Ilooked̀ Yes,itwouldhavebeenagid.

Thereshesaid,youSee!Nowyou'vegotyow gi血.Ihope
you'resatiS丘ed.

Ihaven'tanygirl,heansweredherquietly.

Ⅰ'mhungry,yenedasleepyvoicefro血theotherroom.

Shutup!Baidthe血ther.

【WilliamSpp.117-118]

OfparhcularnotearetheSudden且ashesofangerthatensueatthe

endofbothoftheseSto ries.Ifweconsiderthe虫.ther'shopesforadaughter,

andthealm ostCaVaLerwayhisOwn wife,whohasjuStdeliveredthebaby;
ridiculeshiSwiBh,wecan undersb皿dthathe,likeSamuelS,mustfeelan

ineptitudeandi皿POtenCeinhi80Wnlifethatcauseshim,too,toSnapathis

oⅥmdild.InW出払mS'StOZy,a80nCanSforsomethingtoeatfromthenext

room,Ca皿ingforSuSte甲nCe…Andthe血therrefuseshimwith aviolent
"Shutup!"inthe且ceofhiBOwn tragedy.ー

Theplum berbeganhisnarrativeWl'dow Wa血･with …̀Wh atto

knowabq山painishowlit瓜ewedotodeserveit,howsimpleiti8tOgi作,
how hardtolose: h bothoftheseBtOrieS,thesituationsCOntrive

themselvestoengtllfeachofthecharactersinsozTOWtOSomedegree;andas

inreal1j包theblamei8Oftensharedamongthecharacters,wit血glyornot,
accuratelyornoもa8theyattempttodefinetheirownpurposes,reasons,
an dtoestab五日htheirown senSeOfplaoeintheir血mediatesuzTOundings.

Thesearenotmi quelyAm eriCan StOriesper.ge,norarethe

protagomitSmi quelyAm erican.YettheyaretrueasAn ericanstoriesaS

theywouldbetrueweretheyJapaneseorFrench,andthepointiSthatthe
8tOrieScouldjustaBWellhavetakenplaceinotherculturesandsocie也es.

Theya托glinpSeSintolivesandSe血 gsthatmay血 orthoseofusinour
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ownculttmsstdvingtomakeSenSeOfourown existences,anddefiningour

ownph雌andpurpose.
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