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InBCription80ftheLand
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MikeUhLer

Someyearsago,Whileattend血gawelcomhgpartyforforeign

studentsattheUhiverSityofV辻由Ⅰ血,aJapanesewomantoldmehowmudl

sheadmiredAm erica.ーShedescribedhowSh占hadjustrettmedfrom a

hbulouSPlanetap,hersmallcharteredCessnahavingdidedthrough the

GrandCanyon."Am ericahas,印Chmdenaturel." Thissomewhatbiza∬e

wayofpllt血 gitstruckmeatfirstaSamisuseofanadjective;butthenl

mused.Wide? Can naturebemeasured?Isitquantifiable?ThePlant
I

Sequoiatreesofnorthem CaWomiaarecertainlywide,andtheMi85iBSIPPl
●■

River,thenation'Slongest,Can beaswideaSanileacrossin白omePlaces.

ButnatureitSelP SomeoneelsemightjustaswencanitloDg,Ithought,or

evenJbeaTY.仏ndwhatwouldbetheopposite:Cannattwebenarrow?!)But

Ithoughtabolltthevarietyofnaturalset血gsandlandicapesfoundin

Am erica,themanywiderivers,thethousandsofsquarem止esofdesertinthe

Southwest,andthehugeswampsoftheSoutheast,therou皿gPrairiesofthe

Midwest,andthegreatmountainranges,andIthoughtabra皿thatherterm

ẁide'wasratheraptindeed,asitsuggestsexpansive,andIwouldbethefirSt

todescribenaturea8an eXpanSiveentity,withitSwiderangeofvariety.I

shouldhavegotovermyfu88ineSSandlookedatthepoetictruthofwhatshe

said;Iwouldreplytohernow:̀EYes,natureisthewidest血ingwehavein
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Itisdi丘Cultnottoquanti&nature,mainlybecauseWhentheten is

mentionedwetendtothinkofthings地emountains,lakesandforestS,Which

aredlmeasurableandcountable.hokatatopographicmapofCanada,for

in8tZnCe,and80manythouSand80fSmalllakesappear dottedacrossthe

GreatCanadiaJIShieldwestthrough ManitobaandnorthtoNunavit;the

naturethereSeemSunCOuntable;yetneverthelessWeSeemtOWanttOt町tO

quntifyit.Thevast,multitudinoussnowy peakS･OfAlaSka.IAtSOfnattlre

there.HowmzLCmWeseemtowanttocountormeasurenatureinoneway

oranother,inthethouBandsofacresofforeStintheAdirondackMountains,in

themileSandm止e80fNevadadesert,inthetonsofwaterpersecondSurging

overNiagara,orintheweeks0rmonthsSpentinhikhgtheAppalachian廿ail

throughtheStatesthatoncecomprisedtheBritishColonies,fromMainedown

80uthtoGcor由a.

Towanttodescribesuchan entityhaBalwaysbeenaferventacdvityof

wehuman8,ifonlytotrytoconveytootherSthevastness,Orthebeauty,orthe

uniquenessofthepieceofthenaturalworldwemaybewitnessing.Thereis

alonghistoryofexpressionbythoSewitnessingnatureinNorthAm erica,an d

itiBahistoⅣthatparalleb｢andevendocu皿entSThuman interacdonwith

thecontinent'snaturalworld.ThesedeSCriptionBhavetakentheformsof

essay,journal,story,poem,photograph,pain血 g,andmusic.TheexpreSSion

hasCOnCemeda皿Culturalgroups:theNativeAm ericanandtheimmigrant,
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theSCien丘standthefam er,theopportunistandtheslave.Thesethgs

havebeenmyriad:mOtmtain,OCean,river,Prairie,鮎 皿,Swamp,desert,forest

andeventhega血agedump.ThebaSiSforSuchexpressionhasbeenas

variedastravel,scientiBcStudy,fishing,camping,hiking,environmental

acd･vism,residenc?,avisittoihmily,canoeing,exploring,andthespiritualtrip.

Andthereasonsareasvariedasthepeoplewhohavewrittenaboutthe

Ame血anlandscape.

Rarelydowe血danyonewritingabouttheAm ericanlandscapewhois

contentmerelytorelyonmeasurementandcatalogingSCien比丘C4ata,し

quan鞄 血gwhathesees,remaininginthelecturehalorlaboratoryrather

than novingoutintothelm dscape.Instead,itiSthepoeticsensethat

speakstouswhen,benu皿bedbythetediousCOuntingandtheanalySiB,We

stepoutofthelaborputdownourbookof血ctS,andleaveitbehindtoSeek

olltamorePerSOnalmeaningofwhatthenatural1andscapecantellus.Let'8

ttm toapoembyoneofthegreatestOfAm eriCanpoetB,WaltWhitman ,where

hewdte8thefonowbgaspartofhi8VastCOllecdonLeaγ甜Of伽 Bs:

Wh enIHeardtheLeam 'dAstronomer

Wh enIheardtheleam 'dastronomer,A

Wh entheproo毎,thefigures,wererangedincolumnsbe血reme;

Wh enIwasshovmthechartsandthediagrams,toadd,divide,and
measure血em;

Wh enI,Si出ng,heaLrdtheastronomer,wherehelecttlredwithmuch

applauseinthelecture-room,
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Howsoon,unaccountable,Ibecane血edandSick;

TillriSingandglidingout,Iwander'doffbymyself,

Inthe皿yS也Calmoistnigh七･air,andfromtinetotine,

Leok'dupinperfects止enceattheStars.

ThehistoryofAm ericannaturewrithgbe田皿SwithSuchpeoplewho
●

wouldratherbèriSingupandglidingout,'peoplewanderingawayfromtheir

tedium forvariousreasons.ItmaybeSaidthatthefirstmajornatu托

w也 gdoneinAm erica,du血gtheperiodwhenithadjustbecomeanation
●

aReryearsunderBridsh00lonial rule,wasundertakenosten8iblyaSa

BCie血且cStudybythebotanistW山iamBartran(andImentionthiSaSan

ironytoWhitman'SStanceOnthematter;butsoonWeW山8eeitasagood

illustrationofthepointWhitman makeS,aSBartram'sexperiencemoveSfrom

themundanetothelyrical).Hew.asthe白onOfJolm Bartran,thepremier

naturdi8tOfthedayandbotanisttoGreatBritain'8magGeorgeIII.In1773,

WmiamBartramwasCOmmiBSionedbytheemhentIJOndonphysicianDr.

Jolm Fothergillandotherme血bersoftheRoyalSocietytoexplorethevast,

unchartedlandsran中 gfromNorthCarolina-theedgeoftubanlifeinthe

Am erican Coloniesatthetine- toas血fdownintoFloridaandwesttotheJ

unexploredreglOnSaShecouldventure,EforthediscoveryOfrareanduseful
i

producdon80fnature'thathemay丘nd但a血 am 27).Itmustbe.Saidthathe

devotedaconsiderablepartofhisexplorationtoleami gaboutthevarious

NadveAm ericanculturesheencountered(theMuscogulgeS,Cherokee,and

Seminole,tonameafeW),writingextensivelyabouttheircuStOm畠,dress,
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ceremonies,agriculture,housing,andcommudtyorganiza也on,andhemay

thusbeconsideredoneofthe血8tethnographersintheAm erican Colonie8.

Hbjoumeysofexplorationandcontemplationendedinthemomentousyear

of1776,whi血markedthefoundingoftheUhitedStateswhenits̀rebelliOuB

leaders'declaredindependence丘omBritain.

InBartram'Bmam lousaccount加 陀あibm喝滋Nod andSTozLLb

Cu72ha,(おoq'3,EastandWestEoLE2'da,fomowedbyhis2}22Veb血(おoqP'a,

Elom'h1773･1774,originallypublishedin1791,wereadthatnotonlydoeshe

approachhistaskfromanaturahSt'spointofview,gatheringdata,making

caLre血linustrationsofwhatheobserved,buthed teSeloquentlyandwitha

greatdeal･ofsensitivityonthebeauty,mysteries,andexcitementofwhathe

Bees,0鮎ntravelingsoloinhishtdeboat,drih gdownstrea皿San dthrough

SwampswhereveryfewwhiteEuropeaLnShadevervellturedbefore.No

merescientistorremovedobserver,W皿 amBartramwdteSaboutthenatural

worldhei8diBCOVeringwiththepassionofapoetofthelandscape,andhis

accompanyinginustrationsof且owersandbirdsaredonegrace叫 andwith

greatardsticvirtuosity. H由W血 gswe∬etohaveaprofounde飽cton

SamuelTaylorColeridge,whobasedmuchoftheimageryofhisepicpoem

KiLb13月五aBandotherworksonBar trw'SW止血gS(Wdght76･80),aSWellaB

onw皿amWordsworth,鮎lphWaldoEmerson,HenryI)avidThoreau伊agin

di,229),andonsubsequentnaturewdtersuptothepresentday.HereiSan

exceq)tfronhis加 招 b :
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Mysituationhigh andairy:abriskandcoolbreezesteadilyaha

incessan tlypassingovertheclearwatersofthehke,and

flutteringovermethrough dleSu∬0undinggroves,wingsits

waytothenoon･1ightsavannas,whileIreposeOnmySWeetand

healthycouchoftheso氏血 dSIausBea-a(bdies,andthelatter

gloomyandst皿hoursofth占nightpassrapidlyawayasitwere

inanonent.HavingSomerepairstOmakeinthetackleofmy

vessel,Ipaidmy血stattention tothem;which being

accomplished,mycuriositypromptedmetopenetratethegrove

andviewthe山uminedplains.Wh atabeautifuldi革playof

vegetationisherebeforeme!

@artram 141)

Here,then,isnotmerelytheobservantSCientiStinhislaboratory;

rather,Bartrami8OneWhoseestheoverwheb血gbeautyanaroundhimthat

amerepedantSCientistmightobfuscatebypedanticmeaSurementSand

catalOging.HeisthepersoniLca也onofWhitnan'SCharacterwhowould

sidkenaLnd血eofthelecture,chartsaiddiagramsand,asBartram relateB,

leavebi8mundanetasksinordert̀openetratethegroveandviewthe

ill血 edplains.∫SeveralnaturaliStSCanClaimBartramaSan anCeStOraS

鮎 astheirhumanistic,environnentalapproachtothestudyandw也 gof

nature.Ra血elCar80n,aProminentauthorandbiologist,Wasresponsible-

forinitiatingthepresent･dayworld･wideinterestinourenvironmentby

calhgattentiontotheponutionwehumanSareCausingOtlrlm dandSeas.
A

肋 t劫血琴Publishedin1962,wa-80fthedeath ofw止dlifethatcould

comeduetoihduStrialpolhtion.Herobserva血nsarebnlybasedon
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scientificobservationanddata;yetherstyleiBCOuChedinalyriCalstylenot

unlikeBartram 'S.

An otherinnuenhalwdterofthelandatthe也meofthenation'sbirth

wasanimmigrant丘omFrance,namedJ.HectorSt.Jolm deCr占vecαur,

whoseLettw血皿aBAmem'aDFan22erWaspubhShedinIAndonin1782.

HewaSan enthusiasdcfamerwhowroteofthevirtuesOfhisnewly-found

country,andthevariduscustomsofthosewhoworkthelandfortheirown

beneSt. ThisideawasauniquewayoflifefordeCr占veceurtOwitne8S-the

independen七色皿 er.Theeconomi cstmcturethatwascoⅡ皿Onatthetine

in nanyEuropeanagriCultural畠yStemSWasbasedontheexistenceoftenant

鮎 mersandpeasan ts,whoWerebeholdentoare由onalgoverningau也ority.

唱̀uropecontainshardlyanyotherdistincd.onsbutlordsandtenants;thishir

countryaloneiSSetdedbyfree-holders,thepoSSeSBOrSOftheSoilthey

cultivate,ne血ber80fthegovernmenttheyobey,andthe血m ersoftheiroⅥm

laws,bymeansOftheirrepresentatives."(deCr占vecα∋ur53)

InadditiontoSudlChapterheadingsaS"situations,Feehgs,and

Pleasures,''andhisdescriptionsoftheinhabitants0fNantucket,Martha's

Vineyard,andotherdistrictsinNewEnglandwherehelived(whereinhe

inustratesexamplesoftheirmannersandcustomsOflifeinworkandsociety),

deCr占veccur devoteSagreatdealofhiscorrespondence8tOthesection,

ÈWh atisan Am eriCan".Wemustrecallthatthecountrywassdlinits

i血 qちandaSSuch,Mr.deCr占vecceur,比edlthinkingciti2:en80fthose
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tines,embarkedontheattempttodefinehisdomain.Inparhcular,thenew

Am ericansWerePeoplewhonotmanyyearsbeforehadlivedandlaboredin

Europeunderquitedi飽rentcircumstances,whichforthemostpartwere

non･democratic.Mostofthem,too,WerePOOP.̀TherichstayinEurope,itis

onlythemiddhgandthepoorthatemigrate:'(deCr占veccur58)Hewdtes

ofdistancesinAm ericabeinggreaterthantheywereinEurope,foodbeing

moreplen血 lbothfromthelm dasfromthesea,andmoreinportandy,the

burdenofone'8laborsareundertaken801elyforone'80Wnlive血oodand

Selfimprovement申one(deCr占vecαur58･59).HispointofviewiSaSaman

beholdinghisIBLndsintensofthe80Cietyinwhichhehasnowbecomean

equalpardcipant.Anditisthelm ditBelfthatouer8themetaphor.

In1831,apatriotichymnwasfir8tSungataFourthofJulycelebration

inBoston.Itwaswd比enbyRev.Sam uelFranciSSmith,andhasSince

becomeknown toeveryelementaqschoolStudentintheUS,aSitisusually

sungatthebeginningofthedasSday. InportantforourpurposeShereis

thatitmakesaClearconnectionbetweenthelm dandthenation'Sidentity,

suggeS血gthateachisaLn.integralpartoftheother.Belowisthe血StVer8e

ofthehymn:

Am erica

Ohbeautifu1forSpaciousskie白,
Foramberwavesofgram.

I

Forpun)lemountains'majeSty

Abovethefruihdplan.
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Am erica,Am erica,

GodshedHisgraceonthee.

Andcmwnthygoodwithbrotherhood

FromseatoShiningSea.

105

ObserverBOfthenatural1andscapealBOincludedthepioneersWho

soughtnewlandsandopportunides,andwhowereo洗endrivenforward

becausetheycouldnotremainwheretheywere:financial di氏Culdes,political

orreligiou8払chon,orc此enenough,auniverSalbehefthatsomeplaceunseen

wouldSurelyholdabetterpromi eforthen.

Formany,too,therewastheneedforaspiritualqueSt,SuchaBthe

transcendentalists,aSigni五CantlyimportantgroupofAm eriGmw血 r8inthe

mid19血 century.ThisWasa血 eofgreatchangeinAm erica,aSthe

indu畠山alrevolutionandeconomicexpansionweJreincreasingtheSize80f

ci也e8,血cto rieswerespewingBlthySmokeintotheair,anddaibli免in general

wasthreatenhgthecommoncitizenwithlossOffreedom an ddign軸 The

血uowersoftranscendentahm,whowereprimarilyNewEnglanderBandwho

hved,forthemostpart,inthewell-Settledcitiesan dto vnsofthenortheastem

US,soughtthehighestidealoflifeandexperience,withaneyetowardrising

abovethemerecoⅡlmOnPlaceandtoseekbeautythrough directsensual

eコ甲erience,rebeu皿gagainsttheimper80nalandrationalempiriciSmOfthe

tine.ABSuch,thewademessforthem becameaplaceofsolaceand

introspection,thedarkwoodsWeretranscendedintoaspiritualplaceof
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IDOkingback,themos七色mousmemberofthisgroupwasHenryDavid

Thoreau,whoisa丘gurewen･known inAm eriCanhiStO ryforhisbehe色inthe

high mOralvirtuesofnon-violentdissent,through hispreachingofcivil

disobedienceagainStunjustpoliciesofgovernment.H由ownprotestsWere

directedagainstthe血moraLtyofSlaverythatwasStinpracdcedinthe

southem StateS,andagainstthecumentUS-MexicBLnWar(whichhe

consideredujuSt),alongwithsubsequentdiSagreementBwith otherpohcies

oftheUSgover皿 ent.H由obseⅣadonSandattitudesarere且ectedinhis

bo'okCI'Td DkgobeLHeBOe,WhichhadaprofoundinfluenceonMahatma

Gandhi'BandMa血 LutherXhg'ownbelie島inthepowerofnob-violent

dissent(McEhoy2005),andinWjMeB,namedabrapondinMa88aClm.Sects

besidewhichhelivedforroughlyayearandahdfinaSelf･builtcabininthe

woods.HeregardedthistinespentbesideWaldenPondanexperimentin

lifeStyle,andthereinhiSretreat,inhisSelfexilefromsociety,heraisedhis

ownbeanSandcontemplatedthedosereladonshipbetweenmanandnature,

andhowweneedtore-acquireourhkBtOthelm dandthenaturalworld.

ThoreauwroteinWiMeD,

IwenttothewoodsbecauseIwishedtolivedeliberately,tofront

onlythee8Sendal払ctsoflife,andseeiflcouldnotleam whatit

hadtoteach,andnot,whenIcametodie,todiscoverthatIhad

notlived.IdidnotwiBhtolivewhatwasnotlife,livingisso

dear;nordidIwiBhtopracticereSlgnation,unleSSitwasquite
●

necessary.Iwantedtolivedeepandsuckoutanthemarrowof
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life,toliveso8turdilyandSpartan一也eaStOputtOroutallthat

wasnotlife,tocutabroadswathandShavedose,todrivelife

intoacorner,andreduceittoitslowestterms,and,ifitproved

tobemean,whythentogetthewholeandgenuinemeanne880f

it,andpubhshitsmeanneSStOtheworld;orifitweresub止me,

toknowitbye町erience,andtobeabletogiveatmeaccountof
it.

(Thoreau75)
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Thushe,ashadBartram,80ughttogaminsightintolifeandnatureby
●

directexperience.WjMeBWas,formanyyoungPeopled也 gthatgreat
●

periodofsocial andpohtical conBictin-the19608,a modelfora

rettm･to-nattlre止鮎tyle,wheremanyofthosepeoplechosetOttm their

backsOnthemoreestablished,industry-basedwayoflifeintheUS,andto

Seekawaytolivethatwasclosertonature.

In1858,thepoet鮎IphWhldoEmerson,aCloseacquaintanceof

Thoreau,ledagroupoftranscendentabtstoFollensbyPondinthe

AdirondackMountainsofNewYorkState,C血 git̀ThePhiloBOPhers'Canp:

Theretheywrotepoetry,GBhed,painted,SWam,andgenerallycommuned

vi也 theforestsandmountainsamundthem,therebydelegatingtheir

surroundingsaSpossessinggreatsignificanceinthelivesofthosewhowould

transcendthemean workadayworldofthe80･CanedprogressOfindustrial

Am erica.(Jerome5617)

From 1880to1883,themagaZine触 tandSbt?ampublisheda

series0fletterSandarticlesthathadbeencontributedbyan outdoorsman
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namedGeorgeWashingtonSears. Hewasaratherpoor,tubercular,

diminutivegendeman,sightofStature.IYethewasal80aWen･traVeled,

intrepidsoloadventurer,aswellasan imPOrtantfigtweasoneofAm erica'S

firstenvironmentalists,WhogoadedthecoⅡ皿OnCity-dwellertorecognizethe

beautyofwhata80joum intotheforestscouldoffer,andtored立edieneed.to

protectthenation'snaturalheritageforSub8equentgeneradonS.

Atthattine,itwasanalm08tmi versalpracticefora皿yOnewiShingto

getoutofthecityandspendtineinthewoodstOhireaguideforthepll叩OSe

ofcookingandcarryingthegear. Veryfewpeoplethenwouldconsider

solohgintotheforests. Searsextolledthevirtuesandcorporalpleasure80f

8ethgoutbyoneSelfwiththelightestofequipment払i8opinioncertainly

havingbeeninnuencedbothbyhis8manStatureandhisreluctancetopaya

forguide).Withjustabackpack,a批defoodandahgh七･weightwatercraR,

anyonemightspendafewweeks血此 ngthrough thelakesandhikingthe

foreSt80ftheAdirondackMotntains.

E8Sen也al1yaself-educatedman,Searsal80WrotePOe1ny,andthanksto

afauldeSS血emo町andafineappreciationofgoodliteraturedespitehislack

offo皿al education,hewouldcarryinhismemorygreatpaSSageSfrom

ShakespeareandDickenstOquotetOfenowwoodsmen- andforthatmatter

toanyoneelSe一也athewouldmeetinhis畠olitary traveh. Sears(who

wroteunderhisadoptedchildhoodnameNeBSmu(汝giventohim byhis

Indian出end8)insi8tedthatifapersonCOuldgoitalOneandbeSelf ･rehant,
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suchàsoJOlはninthewoodscouldprovidean antidotetothepo皿utionand
■

crimeofthenewlyindustriali2:edcitieB'foranyonewishingtoescapesuch

tlrban evils,thereby Strengtheningin thatperson a gTeatSenseOf

selfconfidencethatSlavingawayinthecib,mighthavedissipated.C3ear816)

Searsalsopennedodeofthefirstoutdoorman ualsforth08eWhowould

"goinalone''withouttheso･Cal1edencllmbranceofaguide.Inhislituebook,

canedWoo duBRandCampihg;he00mbinesarigoroussetofinStruCdonBand

adviceonhowanyonecan buildafire,cooktheirown food,andconstructa

campsite,Landheofferstipsonthebest(andworst)b'pesoftents,with

intedectionsofhisowlPOetryandlyriCalobservationsonthedeLghtsofthe

woods.

HeincludesthefonowingpoeminthePrefaceofhisWMdwaGand

CaB2Piz2g,eXhor血g the city-dwener to eBCaPe the SuBTering 也.at

industrializationandtwban正伝bring,andtocometOSeeksolaceinthewoods:

Forbrickandmortarbreedfilthandcrime,

With apulseofevnthatthrobsan dbeats;

AndmenaLrewitheredbeforetheirprime

BythecursepavedinwiththelaneSandStreets.

Andlungsarepoisonedand8houlderSbowed,

Inthesmothering托ekofm山andnine;

Anddeathstah8inthestruggkngcrowd-

ButheshunstheShadowofoakandpine.

Attheendofhisoutdoormanualhed te8,
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Letusbeth射止f山thatthereare8tinthousand80f

cool,greennooksbesidecryStalspringS,Wherethe
weary80ul mayhidefora血 eawayfrom debts,

dtnsaLnddeviltries,andawhilecommunewith

natureinherundress.

C3ears101)

Suchadelightfulwaytoencourageallsuchoppressedtoleavethe

diSmalden80fthecity,with"thec町SePavedinwith1anesandstreets,"and

venture,atleaBtforawhile,intothelux血 t"shadowofoakAndpine:'

0therw血erShavetakeruPthegenreestablishedbyNessmhckby

writing̀もowito"manualsforcw persandhikersthatencouragethemtobe

self･sulRcient.CalvinRutstrun wrotehis払mous乃eNew Wayofthe

WELdemessip1958,tellingtheam ateurthat`̀theactualriBkthatgoeswith

acanoejoum eyinw止demesswAaters,apack-horsetripintothemountains,Or

atripbydogsledisnogreaterthanthatofpardcipathginvigorousathletics:'

収utstru 2)Yethegoesontoexplainthatthekeytoone'SSafety,an d

enjoyment,isin thepreparationforthetdp,andaknOwledgeofthebasic

Skinsnecessary. 1̀nthewildernessasetofprinciplesapphe80fwhichsome

arebestdescribedascalCulatedrisks.ThesllCCeSSOfanySuchcalculation

must,ofcourse,bebasedonknowledgeandexperience.''取utstrun3)

Thecanoehas払ctoredintomuchofAm ericannaturewriting,asithas

beenthemostimportantmodeoftranBPOrtadonthroughoutmuchofNorth

Am ericaandCanada.Nativepeoplecouldtravelhundredsofkilometers
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alongriversandacrosslakes,andcarrytheircraftfromonebodyofwaterto

thenext,withgreat8Peedandrela也veease.Severalauthorshavepublished

worksonthebeautyandfunctionalityofthecra氏.TheseincludeJolm

MdPhee'sSm '招JoftheBubCanoe,an dPieだePul血g'SaaBOeihgthe

ZB血 Way. ThebookCaBOeiEZg 吻'ib Lbeapewa8払medAm eriCan

jouma五stErieSevareid'8aCCOtntOfhis2,250･m並ejoumey,a8ayoungman,

fromMh皿eaPOlistoHudsonBayinCanada,with危noyvoyagerWaiterPort･

Undltheirtrip,noonehadmadethejoumey81ユCCeSSW y. Bothwereonly17

yearsold,andneitherofthenhadevertraveledanydistancehacanoe.Eddy

Harris,inhis軸 物 wroteabouthisjoumeyasan he唾erienced

canoeisttravehgdown theMissiSSippiRiver,wdtten丘omthepointofview

ofamodernAfrO-Am ericannavigatingthecountxyfromnorthtosouth,and

theracial an dhistx)ricalaSPeCt8th上innuencedhisthoughtsaShemoved

throughthegeographyofthelm d,thedver,anditspeople.

Forthemostpart,contenporaryAm eriCan naturew血 rstendtobe

ardentproponents0ftheenvimnmentalmovement,andareseenasthedirect

dやscendant80fNeSSmu(丸ThoreauandRachelCar80n,intheirdirewarnings

thatthe丘agilelandmustbeprotectedfromthepollutionresultingfrom

80･Caned industrial 'progreSS'. One writer in pa血 ular,

anthropologist-turned-acdviBtEdAbbey,wroteextensivelyaboutthedesert,

andhowvitalitistokeepitasSuch,topreseNeitsindi8PenSableidentity.

HeabhozTedthe･imigationofdesertsoftheAm ericanSouthwestand
▲
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con8tmCtionofci也esthere,suchaSPhoenixandLa島Vegas.Hebelievedthat

waterhasitsrightfulplaceandbelongsOnlywhereitmaybefou皿dinnature.

虫elowisanexampleofthisattitude,adialogbetweenhimselfandavisitor

fromOhio,takenfromhisCelebratedworkDesedSToEtzzde:

T̀hiSwouldbegoodcountry,''atol血Stsaystome,̀Tfonly

youhadsomewater."HefsfronCleveland,Ohio.

1̀fwehadwaterhere,"Ireply,̀ t̀hiBcountrywouldnotbe

whatitis. ･ItwouldbelikeOhio,wetandhmi dand

hydrologiCal,allcoveredwithcabbage血mSandgolfcourses.
Instxtadofthislovelyba∬endesertWewouldhaveonly

anOtherbloom血ggardenState,比eNewJersey. YouSee
wb.atimean?''

1̀fyouhadmorewatermorepeople00uldlivehere."

EEYessir.Andwherethenwouldpeoplegowhenthey

wantedtoSeeBOmethingbesidesPeople?'

T̀seewhatyoumean.St札Iwouldn-twanttolivehere.

SodryaLndqesolate･NiceforpicturesbutnyGodI'ngladI
donlthavetolivehere.n

T̀m gladtoo,sir.We'rein perfectagreement.%u

wouldn■twanttolivehere,Iwouldn-twanttolivetinCleveland.

We'rebothsatis丘edwiththea打angementaBitis.Wh ychange

it.?'

"Acreed."

Weshakehandsandthetourist丘on Ohiogoesaway

pleased,aSIa皿 PleaSed,eachofuS也呈出 ghehastaughtthe

other80methingnew.

仏bbey112･113)
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Dan OBrien,arancherwh,ocherishestheremotene880fhishomein

theBlackH止kofNorthDakota,becomesrue血latthesuddenappearanceof

ahghtthatcanbeseenon也edistantSlopes.InhisStoryLifeazZLbe

伽 触 b'U,hewdteS:

Wh en∫sitontheSteP80fourranchhouseatnightIcanSeeaSingle

electrichghtsomewherenearthetopof■theBlackH山S.The正ght

血stappearedacoupleofmonthsagoanditamoysmebecauseit

createstheSenSadonthathumanShave血anyelbowedtheirwayto
●

thetopofthemountainSthatare,inmanyways,thecentralfeatureof

mylife.

(o'Brien181)

0'Brien,比eman37,isapersonwhojealouslyprotectshisisolation;

such'independenceofpersonalSPaCe'Can ･almoBtbecharacterizedasan

Am ericannaturalresource.NessmuckextolleditsIPuriBhgvirtueSforthe

city･dweller,andforanyonewhohassoughtso･Calledunspoiledbeautyinthe

naturallm dSCaPe,0℃rien'Bdistressatseeingthelightofanotherhum an

beingencroachingonhisspiritualdom血 iSun derstandable.

Am ericannaturewd血gisrepletewithe飽rtsofpeople,ifnotSeeking

amorespiritual1ilTe,thenatleastc血 gsomeBoreOfinsightfromthenatural

landscape.ThehethatrunsfromThoreauandothersofthattineconJleCtS

towdterBSuchaSGarySnyderandJackXerouac,whoSharedmany
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adventureSinthe1950'SaSpartOfthesocialrebeuonknownaStheBeats.

W也lethecharacteriB也csofthesetwofigureSdi飽rsignifiCandyintheir

approachtoSubjectmatterandStyle,thereisoneimportant出血thatcBLnbe

foundinKerouac'sDLamaBzLZ223.Basedonatrueaccountinhislife,ittakes

thefom ofa8PiritualjourneyforKerouacasheseekstoidenti&hisova

valuesandofthoSewithwhomhecomesintocontact.FunCtioningpretty

muchaSalonerwith backpackandverylitdemoney,hehitchhikesand.rides

freighttrainsbackBLndforthacrosstheUSthroughoutthebook,carryingwith

himakindofEaStem ethicgroundedinself-血shionedZenBuddhi8tand

Hhduphilosopbies.Whileattemptingtoattaine工山ghtenment,orDLama,

hegiveshinselfuptoaーVarietyof̀testS'bywhichhecan redkonhisSuccess.

Thelandscapeisalwayspresentinhisstol顎 eitherashesleepSinadry

riverbedontheMexican ~border,oraShetravelstohismother'shone,

traversingtheSouthweStemUS,theMidwest,and血allytothemountains0f

NorthCaroha,wherehew山 spendthewhternedita血ginthewoods

behindhishouse.

ⅠtisSnyderwhointrodu.ceSKerouactothemagnificenceofthe

mountainsofCalifomia.Ononeexpedition,andKerouac'8firsttinetodlihb

amountain,SnyderiBthejoyful,wildpriestWholeadshisbbikbzLPuPilfrom

insighttoinsight,notbytellinghimbutbyguidingKerouactoeachstep

through discovery. Several event80merSOnethingtowardsEerouac's

enlightenment,Sucha8Whereto8tePalongthetrail.GarySnyderGnthe
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book'SCharacterofJaphy払der)tensxerouac(asRaySmith)･･

T̀heBeC陀tOfthiskindof曲也bing,"BaldJaphy,態̀likeZen.Don't

think.Justdancealong.It'stheeasiestthingintheworld...The

cutehttleproblemspresentthemselveSatea血stepandyetyounever

hesitateandγou血dyol汀Selfonsomeotherboulderyoupickedoutfor

nospecialrQaSOnata札just地eZen."Whichiswhatitwas.

鮎 rouac64165)

Fartherupthenountaintheycampforthenight.Kerouacmarvels

atthehugerockbesidewhichtheymaketheircanp丘re,aswellasatthe

greathub ofmountainshecanseean肝0und. R̀a訳Whenyou'reuphere

you'renotSith'inaBerkeleytearoom.ThisiSthebe釘nmngandtheendof
● ■

theworldrighthere.IAokatanthepatientBuddha8lookin'atusBaying

nothing.''鑑erouac68)wh止emeditatingonacliff,Ⅹerouacthinkstohimse托

R̀ocksBLreBPaCe,andspaceisinuSion."収erouac71)

Thenextday,astheypursuetheirwaytotheverytopofthemountain,

Eerouacbecomessca糟dandstops,BOthatSnydercon血ue80nhisowntothe

peak.Kerouacisnotyetreadytoreachthegoal,and80heisrelegatedtothe

roleofapprentice,whilethenaSterCOn血ueStOthecrest,andpickshimup

onthewaydown.

Attheendofthebook,Eerouacdoesachievehisgoal,byway･ofa

summerspentisolatedaBafirewatchinasmanhutperchedhigh abovethe

clouds.A皿thethoughtsofhiBtravelsaCrOSBtheAm ericanlandscapeduring
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thepastyear OrBO,andthrough thevariousaspects0fAm ericancultureand

societyhehadcomeintocontactwith,coalesceinhisthought･streaLnaShe

contenplatx!shim8elfganngatthegreatmountainsand.vaney8Stretched
●

beforebin.Hesummarizeshisthoughtswith,̀Tiutletthemindbeware,

thatalthough the且eShbebugged,thecircu皿8tanCeSOfexistencearepre七秒

glorious.''鑑erouac238)

GarySnyderhasestablishedhimselfasaSignificantwribrofthe

Am ericmlm dscape,ELndhisppemsandeSSayStakeintoaccountthebelie島of

theancientpeopleofthisearh.Inhisbook触 LeLB1aDdherefersthetide

也:

"...theold/newnameforthecontinent,basedonmanycrea血nmyths
ofthepeoplewhohavebeenlivinghereform印emi ,andreapphedby
someofthemtòNorthAm erica"…Aname:thatwemayseeourselves
nope accurately on this continent of watersheds and
life･communities.一寸lantzones,Physiographicprovinces,Cultureareas;

fonowingnatural boundarieB. The r̀U.SA."anditsState8and

counde8arearbitraryandinaccurateimpositions0nWhatisreally
here."

(SnyderIntroductoryNote,p.xi)

H由d ting8haveoaenmadetheassociationbetweenwhatwe血din

thephysical,tangiblelandscape-thepebblesWeCan hold,themountainswe
●

can clinb-llwith themeanmgwecan derivethrough ourownsenseOf̀being
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there: Inthefollowbgpoem,takenfrom 2ttzdeZkLaBdnotehowlSnyder

na上esthisconnectionbetweentb.ehumanfactorandthelandscape:

Bedrock

RzlrMasa

SnoⅧ eltpond wan granite

wemakecamp,

nothoughtof丘ndingmore.

andnap

andleaveour血 dStOthew血d.

onthebedrock,gentlytnting,

skyandstone,

teachmetobetender.

thetoudlthatnearlymiSSeS-

brushofglaLnCeS-

tinysteps-

thatfinanycoveryorlds
ofhardterrain.

cloudwISPSandmists
●

gatheredhtodateblue

bdt80fsummerrain.

teatogetherinthepurpleStarryeve;

newmoonSoon也 Set,

whydoesittakeBO

.long也lean也

love,

welaugh
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andgneve.
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但nyder112)

Thisparhcularpoemhasextendedthepathalongwhi血 previous

natured ter8havetakenuS,fromWilliamBar tram,todeCr占vecαtwand

Thoreau,Nessnu吐,andsomanyothersnotincludedhere.Ithasbeena

tripthrough thephySicalaspect80ftheAm ericanlandscape;today'SAm erican

natured ter8血dthemselvestOhaveevolvedintoawayofthinkingabout

thelaLndintensofthespirit,theirown andthatofotherswhohavelivedon

thelandbefore.BinMason,afilm aker,painterandwhatmaybemost

important, Canoeist, traveled throughout the North Am erican

watezwaysIJongrivers,acrosslakesgreatandsmall-aLndconsideredour

placea8aPartOfthenaturallandSCape.Inhis皿m Wa血塊 thevoiceof

anAm ericanhdian providesapointofviewofhowtheNativepeople

regardedtheirown placeinthelm dscape:

Beingan Indianmeansbeingabletounderstandandliveinthis

worldinaveryspecial way.Itmeanshvingwiththelm d,with

the血 al8,withthebirdsandthefiBh,aSthoughtheywereyour
8ister8andbrother8.Thatishowwefeelaboutour1and.ItiBOur

flesh.Grassandthetreesareour丑esh.Theanimalsareour

flesh.ThislandiBOurblood.ThelaLndgiveSuSlife. Westill

Eveonthesamelandasourparentsandgrandparents,80itis

justliketheyareStillwithuS.

Tome,theEarthiBlikeamother.Shegiveslife.Iamherchild.



No.ll(BOOB)

Yes,theEarthiSagoodmothertome.AndsheisalBO80

beaudfu1.Eve町dayllookather血.ce,andSinginnyheart.
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