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Ⅰ由criptionBOftheh d

～A.B 血血 J曲 血痕aLAzz2cm'mLZNaizzEt?W22'diq～

ABCtJnher

Someyearsago,Whileattendingawelco血 gpar&forforeignStudentsat

theUhiversityofⅥlrgida,aJapanesewoman toldmehowmuchshea血n血ed

Am eriは.She-describedhowBhehadjustretumedfromaーLhbdouspl血e

trip,hersmancharteredCessnahavingglidedthrough theGrandCanyon.

"Am ericahasSuchfn'denattm!" This80meWhatbizarreWayOfpllt血git

stmckmeatfirSta8amiSuSeOfan adjecdve;butthenI.mused.Wide? Can

nattuebemeasured? Isitquantifiable? ThegiantSequoiatreesof

northem CaljfDmi arecertaidywide,andtheMississippiRiver,thenation's

longest,Can beaSwideasaPileacrossinso mephces.Butnatureitself?
SomeoneehemightjustaBWe皿CallitkDe;Ithought,orevenLeafy. 仏皿d

whatwouldbetheopposite:Can naturebenarrow?!)ButIthoughtabout

thevarietyofnaturalsethgsandlm dscapesfoundinAm erica,themany

wideriverS,thethouSand80fsquaremilesofdesertintheSouthwest,andthe

hugeswamps0ftheSoutheast,theroungprairies0ftheMidwest,andthe

greatmountainranges,andlthoughtabrallthathertem 加ide'wasrather

aptindeed,asitsuggeStSexpansive,andIwouldbethefirsttodescribe

nattweasan expansiveentity,withitswiderangeofvariety.Ishouldhave

gotovermyfuSSine8San dlookedatthepoetictruthofwhatshesaid;Iwould

replytohernow:̀Yes,mtureisthewidestthingwehaveinAm erin:'

Itisdi氏Cultnottoquanti&natu托,maidybecauseWhentheterm is

mentionedwetendtothinkofthing8likemountains,lakesandforests,which
areallmeastuableandcountable.Ⅰ.ヵokatatopographicmapOfCanada,for

instance, an dso manythousandsofs血amlakesappeardottedacrossthe

GreatCanadianShieldwestthrough Manitobaan dnorth toNunavit,'the

nattlrethereseemsuncotmtable;yetneverthelessweSeemtOWanttOtrytO

quan 埠 it.Thevast,multitudinousSnOwy PeaksofAlaSka.IDt80fnature

there.HowLZ2ZLCb?Weseentowanttocountormeasurenatureinoneway
oranother,inthethouSandsofacresofforeStintheAdirondackMountain ,in

thenilesandm止e80fNevadadesert,inthetonsOfwaterpersecondSurging

overNiagara,orintheweeksormOnthS革pentinhikingtheAppalachianTrai1

through thestatesthatoncecomprisedtheBritishColonies,fromMainedown

southtoGeorgia.

Tbwanttodescribesuchan endtyhaSalwaysbeenaferventactivityofwe

lm皿anS,ifonlytotrytoconveytoothersthevastness,orthebeauty,orthe
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umquenes80fthe,pieceofthenaturalworldwemaybewitnessing.ThereiS

alonghistoryofexpressionLbythosewitnessmgnatureinNorthAm erin,and
●

itisahistorythatparanels.-q devendocumentBThum an interactionwith
唖e'continent'snaturalworld.Thesedescriptionshavetakenthefom80f

essa3日Otmal,Story,p舵P,_photograph,pain血g,andpu8ic.Theexpression
●

hasCOnCemedanculturalgTOuPS:theNativeAm ericana且dtheinnigrant,
theSCientistandthe血mer,theopportudstandtheshve.'Theset血 gs

havebeenmyriad:mountain,oαan,river,prairie,鮎皿,SWaqp,desert,forest
andeventhegarbagedum p.Thebasisforsuchexpressionhasbeenas

variedastravel,scientificstudy,fishing,camping,hiking,environmental

acdvism,residence,aviSitto血mily,can肥ing,exploring,andthespiritual軸 .
An dthereasonsareaSVariedasthepeoplewho■havewdttenaboutthe

Am erican landscape.

R虻elydowe_血danypneWritingabouttheAm ezicBLnlandscapeWhois

contentmerelyto relyon皿eaSurementandcatalogingscientificdata,

quantiBTingwhat.hesees,remai血 ginthelecturehalorlAboratoryrather.

than movingoutinto也elandscape.hstead,itisthepoehcsense-that

speakstouswhen,benumbedbythetediouscountingandtheanalysis,W'e.-
StepOutOfthelaborputdo戦m ourbookof血cts,andleaveitbehindtoseek

outamorepersonalmeaningofwhatthenaturallandsはpeCantenuS.Le t's

ttm toapoembyoneofthegreatestofAm ericanpoets,WaltWhitman,where

hewdtesthefollowingaspartofhisvastconecdonhavesafG2agS:

fneDZB払甘地e血 'dABtZtZZZLlmCr

Wh enlheardtheleamTdastronomer;

Wh entheproolb,thefigtwes,wererangedincolu皿 Sbeforeme;

Wh enIwasshownthechartsandthediagrams,toadd,divide,and
meaSufe血em;

Wh en.Ⅰ,sit血g,heardtheastronomer,wherehelecturedwith much

applausein･theLle加 e･room,

市owSoon,una∝0untdble,Ibeはmetiredan dsick;

mlrisingan ddidingout,Iwander'doffbymyself
lnthemystiCalmoistnight-air,and丘omtinetotime,

bok'dupinperfect.S止enceattheSta摺.

ThehistoryofAm eriGm natureWritingbeginswith suchpeoplewho

wouldratherbèri8ingupandghdingout,'peoplewanderingawayfromtheir
tedium forvariousreasons.ItmaybeSaidthatthe.bstmajornattue
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wd血gdoneinAm erica,duringtheperiodwhenithadjustbecomeanation

a洗eryearSunderBritishcolonial rule,wasundertake血ostenSiblyaSa

scientificStudybythebotanistW出血mBartra皿 (andImentionthisaSan

ironytoWhitman'sstanceOnthematter;butsoonwew皿seeitaSagood

inustrationofthepointWhitmanmakes,aSBartram'sexperiencenovesfrom

themundanetothelyrical).HewasthesdnofJolm Bartram ,thepremier

naturahstofthedayandbotanisttoGreatBritaih'sKngGeorgeIⅡ.In1773,

W出血mBartram WasCOmm由sionedbytheem血entIJOndonphysician Dr.

Jolm Fothergin an dothernenbersoftheRoyalSocietytoexplorethevast,

undlartedlm dsrangingfromNorthCardha-theedgeofurbanlifeinthe
Am eriCan Coloniesatthe血 e-toas血rdown intoFloridaandwesttOthe

une軍ploredre由onsashecouldventtue,̀forthediscoveryOfrareanduseful

producdonsofnature'thathemayfind(Bartram27).Itmustbesaidthathe

devotedaconsiderablepartofhisexplorationtoleami gaboutthevarious

NativeAm eriCan Culturesheencountered(theMuscogulges,Cherokee,and

Seminole,tonameafew),w也 gextensivelyabouttheir･customs,dress,

ceremonies,agriCulttm,housing,andcomm血 tyorganizadon,aLndhemay

thusbeconsideredoneofthefirStetlmographbrsintheAm eriαm Colonies.

nsjotmey80fexplorad.onandcontemplationendedinthemomentousyear

of1776,whichmarkedthefotndingoftheUdtedStateswhenits̀rebemous

leaderB'dedaredindependencefronBritain.

ⅠnBartram'smaNelousaccount加 搾血 血 zLg:ilNod a月dSozztb
CamLha,(おく喝也 East丘βdWestBom'da,followedbyhiS加 veb血 (おoq'3,
moD'da17か -177ioriginanypubhshedin1791,wereadthatnotonly血糖She

approachhistaskfromanaturalist'spointofview,gatheringdata,making
ca托fulilhstrationsofwhatheobSeNed,buthewriteseloquendyandwitha

greatdealof馳nSidvityonthebeauty,mysteries,andexcitementofwhathe
Sees,O洗entrave血gsoloinhishideboat,drih gdownstreamsan dthrough

swampswhereveryfewlwhiteEuropeaLnShadeverventtmdbefore.No

mereSCien由torremovedobserver,W山iamBartramWritesaboutthenatural

wozldheisdiscoveringwith thepassionofapoetofthelm dscape,andhis

accompanyingillustradonsofflowersandbirds∬edonegraCefunyandwith

greatartisdcvirtuosity. Hkw血 gsweretohaveaprofoundelrecton

SamuelTaylorColeridge･whobasedmud oftheimageryofhisepi?Poem
Kubla且五aDandotherworksonBar tram'sw也 ngs(Whght76･80),aswenas

onWiuiamWordsworth,RalphWaldoEmerson,HenryDavidThoreau(Fagin

血,229),andonSubsequentnaturew血ersuptothepresentday.Hereisan

excerpt血omhis加 TIBb:

Mysituationhigh andairy:abriSkandcoolbreezesteadilyand
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incessandyp冬SShgoverthedearwatersoftheb上e,and

且utteringovermethrough thesu∬oundinggroves,wingsits
waytothemoon-lightsavannas,whileIreposeonmysweetand

healthycouchofthesoR血 血 usLZZea-aLbcL'bE,andthehtter

gloomyands皿 hour80fthenightpassrapidlyawayaSitwere

inamoment.Havingsomerepairstomakeinthetackleofmy

vesSel,Ipaid my firStattendon tothem;which being

a.ccompliShed,mycuriositypromptedmetopenetratethegrove

andviewtheilluminedplains.Wh atabeau血 ldiBphyof

vegetadonisherebeforeme!
(Bartram141)

119

Here,then,isnotmerelytheobservBLntscientistinhislaboratory;rather,
Bartra皿isonewhoseestheoverWheh血gbeautydlaroundhinthatamere

pedantscientistmightobfuscatebypedandcmeasu托mentSandcataloging.

HeisthepersonificadonofVmitman'SCharacterwhowouldsidkenand血eof

thelecture,chartsanddiagram sand,asBartramrelates,leavehismundane

tasksinorder̀topenetratethegroveandviewtheinuh edplains.∫Several

naturalistsCanClaim Bartram aSananCeStX)raS血faStheirhum anistic,

environmentalapproachtOthestudyandw血 gofnattm.RachelCarson,

aprominentauthorandbiologistwritingin the1950'San d1960'S,was

responsibleforinitiating thepresent-day world-wideinterestin our

environmentbycamngattentiontothepollutionwehum anSareCauSmgOur

landandseas.SiheBtSpLizZg,Publishedin 1962,wamsofthedeathof

w止dli島 thatcouldconeduetoindustrialponution.Herobservationsare

丘rmlybasedonsciend五cobservationanddata;yetherstyleiscouchedina

lyriCalstylenotunlikeBartram'S.
An otheriduendalWriterofthelm datthetineofthena丘on'sbirthwas

an inmigrantfromFrance,nw edJ.HectorSt.Jolm deCr占vecαur,whose

ムヲtter丘Ⅷ aBAB2cm'L32BFm eTWaSpublishedinhndonin1782.Hewas

an enthusiastic血merwhowroteofthevirtuesofhisnewiy･fotndcountry,
andthevariouscustomsofthosewhoworkthelandfortheirown benefit.

Thisideawasauniquewayoflife fordeCr占vec(治urtO witnes計上the

independent血mer.TheeconomicstructurethatwasCOⅡ皿Onatthe血 e

inmanyEuropeanagriCulttualsystemswasbasedontheexistenceoftenant

hrmersandpeasants,whowerebeholdentoare由onalgoverningauthority.
Èuropecontainshardlyanyotherdistincdonsbutlordsandtenants;thishir

countryaloneissettledbyfree-holders,thepossessor80ftheso止they

cultivate,me血bersofthegovemmenttheyobey,andthe血∬mersoftheirown

laws,bymeans0ftheirrepresentatives.''(deCr占vecctlr53)
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Inadditiontosuchchapterheadingsas`̀situadons,Feehgs,and

Pleasures,''andhisdescriptionsoftheinhabitants0fNantudket,Martha's

Vineyard,andotherdistrictsin NewEnglandwherehelived(whereinhe

illustratesexam plesoftheirmanners andcustomsOflilTeinworkandsociety),
deCr占vecctudevotesagreatdealofhisCOm SPOndencestothesection,
Ⅶ̀ atisanAm eriCan".WemustrecanthatthecountrywasStininits

inh cy,andassuch,Mr.deCr占veccur,likeallthinh gcitizensofthose

血 e卓,embarkedontheattempttode血ehisdomain.Inpardcular,thenew

Am ericanswerepeoplewhonotmanyyearsbeforehadlivedandhboredin

Europeunderquitedilre托ntCircumstances,Whichforthemostpartwere

non･democratiC.Mostofthem,too,we托pOOr.̀TherichStayinEurope,itis

onlythemiddhgandthepoorthatemigrate."(deCrbvecaur58) Hewrites

ofdistancesinAm ericabeinggreaterthantheywereinEurope,foodbeing

moreplentiu bothfromthelandasfrdmthesea,andmoreimPO血 ndy,the
b也 nofone'Slaborsareundertakensolelyforone's帆 livehoodand

selfinprovementalone(deCrbvecαur58･59).nspointofviewisasaman

beholdinghislandsintensofthesocietyinwhichhehasnowbecomean

equalpardcipant.An ditisthelm ditselfthatoffersthemetaphor.

In1831,apatriotichym nwasBrStSungataFourhofJulycelebradonin

Boston.Itwaswdtten■byRev.SamuelFrancisSmith,andhas岳incebecome

knowntoeveryelementarysdlOOIstudentintheUS,asitisusuallysungat

thebeginningoftheclassday.ImportantforourpurposeshereiSthatit

makesadearconneC血nbetweenthelandandthenation'siden也ty,
suggestingthateachisanintegralpartoftheother.Belowisthe血stverse

ofthehymn:

Azzl血

Ohbeautifu1forspaciousskies,
Foramberwavesofgrain.

Forpurplenountains'najesty

Abovethefruitedplan.

Am erica,Am erica,
GodshedHkgraceonthee.

An dcrown thygoodwithbrotherhood

Fromseatoshiningsea.

ObseNerSOfthenaturallandsはpealSoincludedthepioneerswhosought

newhndBandopportmi ties,andwhowereo洗endrivenforwardbecausethey

couldnot-remainwheretheywere:financialdi丘cul也es,pohticalorrehgious
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丘iction,oro洗enenough,a･universalbeliefthat80mePla飴 unSeenwould

Su托lyholdabetterpmmiseforthem.

Forman5G,t00,therewastheneedforaspiritualquest,suchasthe

transcendentalists,aSignificantlyimportantgmupofAm ericzLnWdterSinthe

mid19th centuq.ThisWasatineofgreatchangeinAm erica,asthe

industrial托VOlutionandeconomicexpansionwereinαeasingthesi2XBSOf

cities,血ctorieswerespewingmthySmokeintotheair,anddailylifeingeneral

wasthreateningthecommonci血enwithlossoffreedom an ddignity.The

followersoftranscendentahm,whowereprinarnyNewEnghnderSandwho

lived,forthemostpart,inthewell-setdedcidesandtoⅥmsofthenortheastem

US,soughtthehighestidealoflife andexperience,withan eyetowardrising

abovethemerecommonplaceandtoseekbeautythrough directSensual

eコ申erience,rebemngagainsttheinpersonalandrationalempiricismofthe

time. As Sudl,thew止demeSSforthem becameaplaceofsolaceand

introspecdon,thedatkwoodsweretranscendedintoaspiritualplaceof

wisdonandlight.

Leokingback,themost血mOuSmemberofthisgroupwasHenryDavid

moreau,whoisafigurewe皿-knowninAm eriCan histo ryforhisbelie色inthe

high moral virtuesof凪on-violentdissent,thmugh hispreachingofcivil

disobedienoeagainsttnjustpolicies0fgovernment.H由m protestsWere

directedagainstthe血 oraLtyofslaverythatwasstmpracticedinthe

southem states,andagainstthecuzTentUS-Mexican War(whichhe

consideredtnjuSt),alongwith subsequentdisa軒eementSwith0therpolicies

oftheUSgovemment.Hkobservationsandattitudesarereflectedinhis

bodka'td DibbeLHeD喝 WhichhadaprofoundinnuenceonMahatma

Gandhi'SandMark Luthermng'own belie島inthepowerofRon-violent

dissentthcElroy2005),andinWiMeB,nameda氏erapondinMassachusetts

besidewhichhelivedforroughlyayearandahalfinaselfbldtcabininthe

woods.HeregardedthistinespentbesideWddenPondan experinentin

1ifestyle,andthereinhisretreat,inhisselfexnefromsociety,heraisedhis

own beanSandcontemplatedthedoserelationshipbetweenmanandnatuze,
andhowweneedtore･acqujreotlrlinkStOthelm dandthenaturalworld.
ThoreauwTOtein WhldeB,

IwenttothewoodsbecauseIwishedtDlivedeliberately,tofront
onlytheessential'払ct80flilb,andSeeifI00uldnotleam whatit
hadtoteach,andnot,whenIcimetX)die,todiscoverthatIhad

notlived.Ⅰ.didnotwishtolivewhatwasnotlife,livingi880

dear;nordidIwishtoprachceresigna血n,unlessitwasquite

necessary.IwaLntedtDlivedeepandSuckoutanthemazTOWOf

life,toEvesosturdnyandSpartan-likeastoputtorouta皿that



122 『岩手大学英語教育論集』

wasnotlife,tocutabroadswathandShaveclose,todrivelife

intoacomer,andreduceittoitslowestterms,and,ifitproved

tobemean,whythen･togetthewholeandgenuinemeanness0f

it,andpublishitsmea皿eSStOtheworld;orifitwereSubkme,
toknOwitbyexperience,an dtobeableto由veatrueaccountof
it. (Thoreau75)

Thushe,ashadBar tram,soughttogaininsightintolifeandnatweby

directeコ甲erience.WjMeBWas,LTormanyyoungpeopledurin gthatgreat
period ofsocial andpolitiCal condictin the 1960S,a modelfor.a

retum-to-na加 elifestyle,wheremanyofthosepeoplechosetoh皿 their

backsonthenopeestablished, industry･basedwayoflifeintheUS,andto
seekawaytohvethatwasClosertonature.

In1858,thepoetRdphWaldoEmerson,acloseacquaintanceofThoreau,

ledagroupoftranscendentaliststoFollensbyPondintheAdirondack

Mountains0fNewYorkState,caningitThePhilosophers'Canp.'There

theywrotepoeby,fished,painted,swam,andgenerallycoⅡ皿unedwith the

forestsandmountainSar0undthem,therebydelega血 gtheirsumoundingsas

possessinggreatsigni丘Can cein thelivesofthosewhowouldtranscendthe

mean workadayworldoftheso-canedprogressofindustrialAm erica.(Jerome
56-7)

From1880to1883,themagazineFomstiZDd肋 aLZ2Publishedaseries0f

lettersandarhcle8thathadbeencontributedbyan outdoorsmannam ed

GeorgeWashhgtonSears.Hewasaratherpo叫 tubemular,diminutive

gentleman,shghtofstature.YethewasalBOaWell-traveled,intrepidsolo

adventurer,aswellasan inportantfigurea8OneOfAm erica'S血st

environmentaLsts,whogoadedthecommonCity･dwellertorecogni2X!the

beautyofwhatasojoumintotheforestscouldoffer,andtorealizetheneedto

protectthenation'snaturalheritageforsubsequentgeneradons.

Atthat也me,itwasan a血ostmi versalprachceforanyo_newishingtoget
outofthecityandspendtineinthew∞dstohireaguideforthepurposeof
cookingandcarryingthegear.Veryfewpeoplethenwouldconsidersoloing
intotheforests.Searsextolledthèvirtuesandcorporalpleasuresofsetting

outbyoneselもwiththe止ghteStOfequipmentO由 opinioncertaidyhaving

beeninfluencedbothbyhisSmallstatureandhisreluctancetopayafor

guide).With justabacback,alittlefoodandahght-weightwatercra氏

anyonemightspendafewweeksdrih gthrough thelakesandhikingthe
forestsoftheAdirondackMountains.

Essentianyaself.educatednan,SearSalsowrotepoetry,andthankstOa

払uldess血emoryandafineappreciationofgoodhteraturedespitehislackof
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fomal education,hewouldcarryinhismemorygreatpassagesfbm

ShakespeareandDickenstoquotetofenowwoodsmen-andforthatmatter

toanyoneelsu thathewouldmeetinhissolitary travels. Sears(who

wroteunderhisadoptedchildhoodnameNess皿ZLd 由ventohim byhis

Indiah-血ends)insi8tedthatifapersonCOuldgoitaloneandbeself.rehnt,
suchàsojoum inthewoodscouldproyidean anddotetothepdluhonand

crimeofthenewlyindustrial由edcities'foranyonewiBhingto'eSCaPeSuch

t止ban evils,thereby strengtheningin thatperson agreatSenseOf

Selfconfidencethatslavingawayinthecitymighthavedissipated.(鮎ar816)

SearsdsopennedoneofthefirstoutdoormanualSforthosewhowould"go
inalone"withouttheso-ca皿edencumbranceofaguide.Inhishtdeb6ok,

canedWtx)duaRandCaLZ2Pizzg;hecombinesarigorousSetOfinstruCtionsand
adviceonhowanyonecanbuildafire,cooktheirownfood,andconstructa

campsite;andheofferstipsonthebest(andworst)typesoftents,with

intedectionsofhisownpoetry an dlyriCalobservadonsonthedehght80fthe
woods.

HeincludesthefonowingpoQm in thePre血ceofhisWooduaRand
CazzZPibg;exhor血 g the city･dwener to escape the suffering that:
industriaha也onandurban 1ifeb血g,andtocometoseeksolaceinthewoods:

Forbrickandmortarbreed丘1血 andcrime,

WithapulseOfevilthatthrobsandbeats;
Andmenarewitheredbeforetheirprime

Bythecursepavedinwith thelanesandstreets.

AndhLngSarePOisonedandsho山dersbowed,

Inthesmotheringギeekofmillandmine;
Anddeathsta比sinthestmgdingcrowd-

Butheshunstheshadowofoakandpine.

Attheendofhisoutdoormanualhewdtes,

Letu畠bethanku thattherearestillthousandsof

cool,greennooksbesidecrystalsprings,wherethe

wearysoul mayhidefora血 eawayfrom debtS,
dunsanddeviltries,andawhilecoⅡ皿unewitL

natweinherundress.

但ear8101)

SuchadelightfulwaytoencoWageallsuchoppressedtoleavethedismal

densofthecity,with"thecursepaVedinwith1anesandstreets,''andventwe,
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atleastforawhile,intotheluxuriant"shadowofoakandping.''

0therd ter8havetakenupthegenreestablishedbyNessnutkby

wdting̀Ehow-to"m甲ualBform mperSandhikersthate血氾Wa由them･tobe'

se旺suBicient･CalvinRutStmm wrote his血皿OTS乃eNewWayofthe
WiWemessin1958, tellingtheamateurthat "theactualriBkthitgoeswith

acanoejoumeyinW止deme由waters,apadk･hors占tripintothemountains,or

atripbydogSlediSnOgreaterthan thatofpa血cipatinginvlgOrOuSathletics.''
●

収utBtrum 2) Yethegoesontoexp血 thatthekeytoone'ssafety,an d

enjoym ent,isinthepreparationforthetrip,andakn'owledgeoftheba-Sic
skillBnecessary. T̀nthew丑demessasetofprinciplesappliesofwhichsome

arebestdescribedas calculatedrisks.Thesucce880fanysuchcalculation

must,Ofcourse,bebasedonknowledgeandexperience.''収utstrum 3)

Thecanoehas血ctoredintomuchofAm erican naturew血 g, asithas

beenthemostimportantmodeoftranSPOrtationthmughoutmuchofNo血

Am ericaaddCanada.NativepeoplecouldtravelhundredsofkildneterS

alongriversandacrosslakes,andcarqtheircraRfromonebodyofwaterto

thenext,withgreatspeedandrelativeease.SeveralauthorShavepublished

works0nthebeautyand血nctionaLtyofthecra氏.TheseinchdeJolm
McPhee'sSzzzm'Td oftheBukCaBOqandPierrePumn由 CazZ吻 Lbe

ZB血 Way. Theb∞kCaz20eihgm'ibLbeCm was血medAm eriCan

jotmalistErieSevareid'SaccountOfhis2,250･milejourney,asayoungman,
fromMinneapolistoHudsonBayinCanada,with fe1lowvoyagerWaiterPort.

Untiltheirtrip,noonehadmadethejoumeySu∝eBSfully.Both wereonly17
yearsold,andneitherofthemhadevertraveledanydistanceinacanoe.Eddy

Harris,inhis必軸 pISrolq Ⅵm teabouthisjoumeyasan inexperienced

canoeisttravelingdown theMisSiSSippiRiver,Writtenfromthepointofview

ofamodemA丘O-Am ericannaviga血gthecoul吋 fromno血 tosouth,an d

theracialan dhistoriCalaSPeCtSthatinfluencedhisthoughtsashemoved

through thegeographyofthelm d,theriver,anditspeople.

ForthemostPart,COntempOraryAm eriCan natured terstendtobe

ardentproponentsoftheenvironmentalmovement,andareseenasthedirect
descendantsofNessmuck,ThoreauandRAchelCar SOn,intheirdirewami gs

thatthefragilelm dmustbeprotectedfrom thepollutionresulthgfrom
soICalled industrial 'progress'. One writer in parhcular,

anthropologist-tumed･achvistEdAbbey,wroteextensivelyaboutthedesert,

andhowvitalitistokeepitassuch,topreserveitsindispensableidentity.

Heabhom dtheirrigationofdesertsoftheAm erimnSouthwestand

constmctionofcidesthere,su血asPhoenixandLasVega卓.Hebehevedthat

waterhasitsrightu placeandbelongsOnlywhereitmay､befoundinnature.

BelowiSaneXanPleofthisattitude,adialogbetweenhi皿Selfandavisitor
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T̀hiswouldbeg00dcountry,''atouristsaystOme,̀廿only

youhadsomewater."HelSfronCleveland,Ohio.

1̀fwehadwaterhere,"Ireply,"thiscountrywouldnotbe

whatitis. ItwouldbelikeOhio,wetandhumidand

hydrolo由 al,ancoveredwith 瓜bbage血皿 Sandgolfd)tuses.
Insteadofthislovelybar托ndesertwewouldhaveonly

anotherbloomnggardenstate,likeNewJersey. Yousee
■

whatIne_any

1̀fyouhadmorewatermorepeoplecouldEvehere.''

Ỳessir.An dwherethenwouldpeoplegowhenthey

wantedtoseesomethingbesidesPeOpleで'

T̀SeeWhatyoumean.St札 Iwouldn'twanttolivehere.

Sodryanddesolate.NiceforpicttmSbutmyGodrmgladI.
don'thavetolivehere.n

T̀m gladt00,sir. We'reinperfectagreement. %u

wouldn'twanttolivehere,Iwouldn.twanttolivein

Clevelm d.Welrebothsads丘edwiththearrangementasit

is.Wh ychangeitT'

"Agreea."

125

WeShakehzuds,andthetouristfrom Ohiogoesa女ay

pleased,asIam pleased,eachofus也辿 由ghehastaught

theothersomethingnew.

(Abbeyl121113)

DanOTBrien,arancherwhocherishestheremotenessofhishomeinthe

BlackIもllsofNorthDakota,becomesruefulattheSuddenappearanceofa

lightthatcanbeseenonthedistantslopes.Inhissto ryLireoDtbeMyopikD
FmzZb'eyT,hewdtes･'

Wh enlsitonthestepsofourranchhouseatnightlcaLnSeea

smgleelectriclightsomewherenearthetopoftheBlackH止k.
●

Thehght血stappearedacoupleofmonthsagoandita皿OySne

becauseitcreatesthesensationthathum anshavefinally

elbowedtheirwaytothetopofthemountainsthatare,inmany

ways,thecentralfeatureofmylife.
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(cfBrien181)

0'Brien,likemany,lSaPersonWhojealouslyprotectshisisolation;such
●

Eindependenceofpersonalspace'Can almostbecharacterizedaSan Am ericBLn

naturalresource.NessnuckextoneditspuriBTingvirtuesforthecity･dweller,

an dforanyonewhohassoughtso-Cal1edunspo止edbeautyinthenatural

lan dscape,0℃rien'sdistressatSeeingthehghtofanotherlmn anbeing

encroachingonhisSpiritualdomainiStnderStandable.

Am eriCan naturew也 gisrepletewitheffortsofpeople,ifnotseekinga

morespirituallife,thenatleastcullingsomesortofinsightfromthenatural

landscape.The血ethatrunSfromThoreauandothersofthattineconnects
towdterssuchaSGarySnyderandJackEerouac,whosharedmany

adventuresinthe1950'saspartofthesocialzebellionknm astheBeats.

WhnethecharacteriS血softh甲etWOfi印reSdid:ersignificantlyintheir
approachtosubjectmatterandstyle,thereisoneimportanth止thatcanbe
foundinKerouac'sDba皿aBzzzzZS.Basedonatrueaccountinhislife,ittakes

thefom ofaspiritualjourneタforXerouacasheseekstoidenti&hisown

Valuesandofthosewithwhomhecomesintocontact.Functioningpretty

muchasalonerwithba軸 a止andverylitdemoney,hehitchhikeSandrides

freighttrainsbadkandforthacmsstheUSthoughOutthebook,carryingwith

him akindofEastem ethicgrotndedin self一色ShionedZenBuddhstand

Hhduphnosophies.Whileattemptingtoattainenhghtenment,orDLa皿&,
hegiveshinselfuptoavarietyof̀tests'bywhichheはnretkonhissuccess.
Thelm dsはpeisalwayspresentinhisstory,eitherashesleepsinadry

riverbedontheMexicanborder,orashetravelstohismother'shome,
traversingtheSouthwestemUS,theMidwest,andfinallytothemountainsof

North Carol血a,wherehew山 spendthewinternedita血glnthewoods
●

behindhishouse.

ItiSSnyderwhointroducesKerouactothemagnifice去ceofthemountains

ofCalifomia. Ononeexpedition,andKerouac'Sfirsttinetoclimba

mountain,SnyderiSthejoy血1,W止dpriestwholeadshisbLikbzLPuP止from

insighttoinsight,notbytellinghimbutby印idingKerouactoeachstep

through discoveu. Several eventso飽r80methingtowardsEerouac's

enlightenment,suchaswheretostepalongthetrail.Ga町 SnyderGnthe

book'scharacterofJaphymder)tellsKemuac(asRaySmith):

Ⅷ̀ eSecretOfthiskindofd皿もing,''SaidJaphy,̀̀is比eZbn.

Don'tthink.Justdancealong.It'Stheeasiestthingin the

world‥.Thecutehttleproblemspresentthemselvesateach

stepandyetyouneverhesitateandyou丘ndyourselfonsome

otherboulderyoupickedoutfornospecialreasonatau,justlike
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Zen."whichiswhatitwas.

127

他 rouac64-65)

Fartherupthe~motntaintheycampforthenight.XerouacmaNehat
thehugerockbesidewhichtheymaketheircampfire,aSWenaSatthegreat
hunsofmountainshecanSeeal1amund. %̀ y,whenyou'reuphereyou're

notsittin'inaBerkeleytear00皿.Thisisthebe由Ⅰ血 gandtheendofthe

worldrighthere.IAOkatanthepatientBuddhaslookin'atussaying
nothing:'(Kbrouac68) Whilenedita血gonadi環Eerouacthinkstohimselも
R̀ocksaLreSPaCe,andspaceisillusion."(Ⅸ由ouac71)

Thenextday,aStheypursuetheirwaytotheverytopofthemountain,
Ⅹerouacbecomesscazt!dandstops,sothatSnydercon血uesonhisoⅥm tOthe

peak.Kerouacisnotyetreadytoreachthegoal,andsoheiBrelegatedtothe

roleofapprentice,whilethemastercontinuestothecrest,andpickshim up

onthewaydown.

Attheendofthebook,Kerouacdoesachievehisgoal,bywayofasummer

spentisohtedasafirewatchinasnanhutperchedhigh abovetheclouds.

A皿thethought80fhistravelsacrosstheAm eriCan landscapeduringthepast

yearorBO,andthroughthevariousaspects0fAm eriCan Culttweandsocietyhe

hadcomeintocontactwith,coalesceinhisthought-StreanaShecontemplates

himselfga2mgatthegreatmountainsandvaneysstretchedbeforehim.He

summarizeshisthoughtswith,̀℃utletthemindbeware,thatalthough the

fleshbebugged,thecircu皿Sb皿CeSOfexistencearePrettyglorious.''任brouac
238)

GarySnyderhasestablishedhimSelfasasignificantd terofthe

Am ericanlandscape,andhispoemsandessaystakeintoacco untthebelie島of

theancientpeopleofthisearh. InhisbookZhileJ.shBLlherefersthetide
也:

`̀...theold/newnameforthecon血ent,basedonmanycreation
mythsofthepeoplewhohavebeenlivinghereformillenmi ,and

reapp】iedbysomeofthemtòNorthAm erica"…Aname:thatwe

nay seeourselvesnopeaccurately on thiscontinentof

waterShedsandli免･commmi tie8---ヰlantzones,physiographic

provinces,Culturea柁aS;followingnatural boundaries. The

r̀U.SA."anditsstatesandcountiesa托BLrbitrary an dinaccurate
impositionsonwhatisrea皿yhere.''

(SnyderInlmductoryNote,p.xi)
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Hkw血 gShaveo鮎nmadetheassociationbetweenwhatwefindinthe

physical,tangiblelm dBはpeA epebbleswecanhold,themountainsWeCan

tlinblJwith themeaningwecanderivethrough ourownSenseOf1)eing
there: Inthefouowhgpoem,takenfrom 2M eLklaLZdnotehowSnyder

makesthisconnectionbetweenthehum an 血ctorandthe血 dscape:

Bedm血

血 Masa

Snowneltpond warmgr皿ite
wemake現 mp,
np払ouか of五m血 gmore.

andnap
andleaveourmhdstDthewind.

onthebedrock,gentlytilting,
skyandstone,

teachnetobetender.

thetouchthatnearlym由ses-

brushofglanαS-
thyStePS-

thatfinanycoverworlds
ofbardtezTain.

clopdwispsandmi ts

gatheredin.toSlateblue
boltsofsunnerrain.

teatogetherinthep叩 leStarryeve;
newmoonsoontoSet,
whydoesit血 e80

long也lean也
love,

welaugh

andgrieve.
伯nyder112)

ThispartiCularpoemhasextendedthepathalongwhichpreviousnature
wdterSh-avetakenus,fromWilhamBartram,tOdeCr占vecceurandThoreau,
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Nessmudk,ands0-m皿yヲothefS′nOtincludedhere･Ithasbeena血pthrough

thephysical aspectsoftheAm eriCan lm dscape;todaysAm e血a皿nature
wdters血dthemselvestohaveevolvedintoawayofthinkingabouttheland

interms0fthespirit,theiroⅥnandthatofotherswhohavelivedonthelm d
before..BinMa畠on,a出mmaker,painterandwhatmaybemostinpo止ant,

Canoeist,traveledthroughouttheNorthAm e血a皿WateZWayS-alongriver8,
acrosshkesgreat■andsmall-andconsideredourpla(治aSApartofthe
natural1andsAcapeJ.Inhis皿m Wa血塊 thevoiceofan-Am eri皿nIndian
providesapointofviewofhowtheNativepeopleregardedtheiroⅥnplacein

thelm dscape:

Beingan Indian meansbeingabletounderstandandlivein

thisWOrldinaveryspecialway. Itmeanslivingwiththel早n.d,
withtheaninalS,with thebirdsandthefiSh,asthough they

wereyourSistersandbrothers.Thatishowwefeelaboutour
lm d.Itisourflesh.Gra88andthetreesareotuflesh.The

a血 alsa托Olげ皿esh.Thisk皿di80tUblood.Thelm dgive白

uslife.Wes七山 1iveonthesa皿elm dasourparents and

grandparents,SOitisjusthetheya托 Stinwithus.

Tome,theEarthislikeamother.Shegiveslife.Iamher
■

child.Ybs,theEarthisagoodmothertome.An dsheisalsoso
beaudfu1.EverydayIlookather血ce,andsinginmyheart.
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