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“Faulkner, sui gemeris. One of the unquestionably great writers of the twentieth
century, The extraordinary range and versatility of his work—the brilliance of his
formal experimentation— the very ambition of his novels’ structural designs: these are
but the outward aspects of the man’s genius. And that, born in Oxford, Mississippi,
Faulkner should have spent virtually all of his writing life in that town, creating an
immense body of work out of the soil of an undistinguished rural county in
Mississippi, only deepen the wonder of his achievement” (The Oxford Book of American
Short Stories, ed. Joyce Carol Qates, Oxford University Press, 1992, p.334).
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“Faulkner’ s mythical kingdom is a county in northern Mississippi, on the border
between the sand hills covered with scrubby pine and the black earth of the river
bottoms, Except for the storekeepers, mechanics, and professional men, who live in
Jefferson, the county seat, all the inhabitants are farmers or woodsmen. Except for a
little lumber, their only commercial product is baled cotton for the Memphis market. A
few of them live in big plantation houses, the relics of another age, and more of them
in substantial wooden farmhouses; but still more of them are tenants, no better housed
than slaves on good plantations before the Civil War. Yoknapatawpha County — “William
Faulkner, sole owner and proprietor,” as he inscribed on one of the maps he drew—has a
population of 15,611 persons scattered over 2400 square miles. It sometimes seems to me
that every house or hovel has been described in one of Faulkner’s novels and that all
the peopie of the imaginary county, black and white, townsmen, farmers, and housewives,
have played their parts in one connected story” (Malcolm Cowley, “Introduction,” The
Portable Faulkner, p. xi).
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