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A Bibliographical Review of Studies in Pedagogy and Psychology of Newborn Babies in For-

eign Countries

Fumisato KAMADA

Faculty of Education, lwate University

The burpose of the present bibliographical review is to elucidate the trends in overseas
studies of normal and handicapped newborn babies in pedagogical and psychological areas.
DIALOG was used to survey the literature, which covered the period 1919-1989. The following
are the results. The first study of newborn babies was by Christian F. J. Lasse in 1919. How-
ever, there have been only 75 cases of study on the subject since then (68 on normal and 7 on
handicapped newborn babies). Among them, 20 were on “orienting reflex responses” (19 on
normal and 1 on handicapped newborn babies ; 9 on visual orienting, 10 on auditory orienting
and 1 on another topic). As for visual orienting, it has been found that binocular fixation,
convergence, pattern perception and visual discrimination responses to visual stimuli are
already observed for normal newborn babies. As for auditory orienting, it has been found that
cardiac orienting responses to auditory stimuli have some correlation with age while breathing
and sucking responses to auditory stimuli have a higher correlation. There has been no previ-

ous study on such matters for handicapped newborn babies.





