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Sudden check given to the stream of the
Japanese cultural tradition and unconditi-
onal adoption of what is given from without
——these are the two main features brought

about by the catastrophe of the world war

. Under these unfavorable conditions, it
is quite mnatural that Japanese classical
education has suffered from  helpless

lethargy. But the sluggishness of classical
education is not a new state that has begun
with the end of the war. Even before and
during the war, the educatiou remained
quite superficial. The problem of classical
education, therefore, is old as well as new to
what makes it
for us to find and establish the

right way of classical education.

our mnation, and this is

necessary

When we speak of a classic in reference
to the education of the Japanese language,
we mean by it a masterpiece which was
created in a certain period in the history
of Japanese literature. It is a literary work

which not only served as mental pabulum

to  sustain  the spiritual life of its
contemporaries, but also has continued ever
since to enjoy an immortal life. The
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primary objective of eclassical education is
to make students realize this immortality
of a classic and rightly inherit the noble
And it is

only those teachers who combine passion

tradition of the past culture.

and proper understanding of classics  that
can attain this objective. k
Nowadays we are apt to lay too much
stress upon the value which a classical work
But  the
being the

has in the present age. present

age, far from apex  of the

pyramid which is formed solely by the
good things in the past culture, contains lot
of things to be criticized and rectified. The
immortality of a classic is not the same
thing as its modernity. It rather ineans
something noble which the modern age has
lost. To let the modern people find out this
noble thing, to elevate their mind, and to
correct the errors of the modern age-—these
are the missions of classical education.

A classic is universal as well as immortal
at  the

time, it is endowed with power which

It is something racial, but, same
enables it t0 be a global classic. It is this

universality of a classic that makes - the
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adoption of foreign classics possible, as is
exemplified by the Japaneseé nation who
has made constant efforts to introduce the
western culture through the studies of its
classical works ever since the Meiji era.
But our attitude toward our own classical

should
toward foreign

works, as is mnaturally expected,
differ from our attitude

classics. Classical

education will become
sound and healthy when we regard our own
classic as a clear image of our race itself
and attach importance to self-examination
through classical studies, while we regard a
foreign classic as a norm and lay emphasis
on its modern value.

New language education greatly differs
from the old one in  its direction and
methods, but even the new education dare
not, in principle, exclude classics from
language educatin. It only accuses the old
education of its narrow-mindedness when,
the latter was desperate enough to confine
alone. The

urgent need of the moment is to know the

language education to classics

true character of new language education

and give a proper position to classical

education in the whole scheme of language

educa tion.
Thus
essential points in the theory of classical

far I have discussed some of the

education. Now I am going to give an
appreciation of a paragraph in PBasho’s
journal entitled “Oku-mno Hosomichi”

(=Narrow Passages in North East Japan)

as an illustration. In this paragraph the

author describes a historical village of
Hriaizumi. Here we find two Bashds. One
is a Rasho who sees the village of Hiraizumi
in its aspect of inconstancy and vicissitudes,
and the other with a

profound  yearning, what is

is a Basho who,
seeks for
eternally constant in Hiraizumi which is.
constantly changing. But these two Bashos
are fused into one without any coutradiction
and form a single flawless personality, for
it is confirmed by the consciousness of
immortality which the true life of human
spirit enjoys so long as it is a human spirit
which has realized itself in the lonesome
high

way for classical education will be paved

wored of absolute inconstancy. The

when the students are made to realize this

noble mind of Bashd’s.





