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Two Types of Economical Ascension as the Result of

Emigration as Seen in that of Farmer-Carpenters of Kesen in Rikuzen
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ABSTRACT

The scasonal emigration of farmer—car—
penters of Kesen District, in the begin-
ning of its history, chiefly consisted of
the poor farmers, and its main role was
to save their scanty food.

(2) But afterwards, as the opportunities
for earning ready money increased as the
result of social and economical changes,
the poor farmers took to manual labor,
from which they could get cash more
readily. Carpenters are skilled laborers.
Acertain period (i. e. b or € years) of
apprenticeship must be spent before the
poor farmers become full-fledged emig-

rating carpenters and no wages is paid

during the apprenticeship. This is the
reason why the higher classes of farmers

show a higher ratio of emigrants.

(3) The money earned by emigratory far—

mers is spent first in acquiring farm
land (about five tan) which is necessary
for securing sufficient amount of food
for self-support. Then tow types of far—
mers come into existence:

A type of farmers who purchase more
farm land and become upper class emig—
ratory farmers with the farm products as
their main source of income and A’ type
of farmers who, restraining themselves

from buying more farm land than is
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necessary for securing self-sufficient
food, expand their forest land and be-
come prof essional emigratory carpenters.
f4) The degrees of economical ascension
by means of the profit of emigratory
labor are in direct proportion to the
number of the generations engaged in
this kind of labor. And it is noteworthy
that many of the A’ type emigrating
farmers assume the character of a forest
landlord and adopt this farm of

emigration as an item in the capitalistic

farm-managing system.

(5) Thus we may safely conclude that

the profit gained from this emigration
not only constitutes an important source
of income for the maintenance of the
economical independence of the family,
pbut also eunables the emigrating farmers,
by continuing. this practice fore several
generations, to enjoy the blessedness of
entering the upper economical classes of

farmers.
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