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Spatial Application of the Name-giving Prohibition of the Orochon in the Southeastern
Part of Greater Khingan Range, Northern China, in the 1930s:
Foreword to the Comparative Study of Culture between the Orochon and the Ainu

ENDO Masatoshi*

It is known that the the name-giving prohibition of the Ainu was applied, not only among
individual settlement dwellers, but among the inhabitants of each district during the early 1800s
and 1850s. The name-giving prohibition among the Ainu dictated that the name of a living
neighbor or a dead person should not be given to another individual. However, such culture as
name-giving prohibition among the Ainu has not been investigated among other societies.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the spatial range of the application of the name-
giving prohibition among the Orochon in the southeastern part of Greater Khingan Range,
northern China, in the 1930s. The findings of the analysis are as follows: .

The core members of the household consisted of the household head, his or her spouse, and
his or her son and/or daughter in many cases. The number of persons who lived in the same
household were within the range of 2 to 11 persons(mean 5.1 persons per household). The
number of settlement dwellers was within the range of 4 to 40 persons(mean 14.6 persons per
settlement) in summer, but was 4 to 66 persons{mean 19.4 persons per settlement) in winter.
The number of households within the same settlements was within the range of 1 to 9 households
(mean 2.8 households per settlement) in summer, but was within the range of 1 toll households
(mean 3.8 households per settlement) in winter. The settlement size of the Orochon was smaller
than that of the Ainu in the early 1800s.

No one had the same name as that of a living member within the same household. This was
true in spite of their having at least two clan names (family names) in the same household. The
Orochon individual has clan name and given name, but the Ainu has given name only. The ratio
of persons who contravened the prohibition against taking the name of a living neighbor within
the same settlement (the number of persons whose names were same as those of living persons in
the same settlement/total number of inhabitants) was 0% in summer, but was 0.6% in winter.
That ratio of the Ainu in the early 1800s was within the range of 0.3% to 1.69% by district. When
the study area is expanded from settlement to district, the ratio of persons who contravened the
name-giving prohibition was 1.194. That ratio of the Ainu in the early 1800s was within the
range of 0.39% to 1.69 by district in the early 1800s, and was within the range of 094 to 4.4% by
district in the 1850s. The name-giving prohibition of the Orochon was widely applied, not only
among individual household members and settlement dwellers, but also among the inhabitants of
the southeastern part of Greater Khingan range.

Key words: Orochon, 1930s, name-giving prohibition, hunter-gatherers, Ainu
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