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A Cross-Cultural Study on the Degree of Fluid Residential Groupings of Settlemént

Dwellers among Hunter-Gatherers with Special Reference to the Ainu and Orochon

Masatoshi ENDO* and Zheng ZHAN **

Membership within a residential group was not stable in hunter-gatherer societies, such as those of
the San (Bushman), Mbuti Pygmy, Hadza, Hare Indian, Inuit, Orochon, and Ainu. So far the differences
of the degree of fluid residential groupings among hunter-gatherers have not been revealed well. The
purpose of this study was to measure the degree of fluid residential groupings of settlement dwellers
between the Ainu and Orochon by making use of a co-residing ratio (U), and to consider the backgrounds
of their differences.

The numerical value of the co-residing ratio (U) of the household ¢ was calculated as follows :

Ui=m,/M;

M;: the number of households that resided with household 7 at the same settlement in one year and
also resided at any settlement after a given number of years. M;=1.

m; : the number of households that resided with household 7 at the same settlement in one year and also
resided with household ¢ at any settlement after a given number of years, including household 7.

The numerical value of the degree of the co-residing ratio (I) per household was within the range of 0 to 1.
When the degree of the co-residing ratio (U) increases from 0 to 1, the fluidity of residential groupings of
settlement becomes lower.

When we focused on the 74 Ainu households that resided at any settlements in 1856, 1862, and 1868 in
the Monbetsu district, a given number of years of the co-residing ratio (/) was six years for each time
frame 1856-1862 and 1862-1868. The co-residing ratio () was 0.9~1.0 in about 73% of 144 households.
Samely when we focused on the .46 Ainu households that resided at any settlements in 1856, 1858, 1864,
1865, 1868, and 1869 in the Mitsuishi district, a given number of years of the co-residing ratio (U) was two
years, six years, one year, three years, and one year for each time frame. The co-residing ratio (U) was
0.9~1.0 in about 43% of 230 households. On the other hand, when we focused on one Orochon household
in 1910, 1925, 1928, 1932, 1935, 1938, 1945, 1947, and 1957, one Orochon household in 1900, 1920, 1921,
and 1931, and one Orochon household in 1908 and 1913, the co-residing ratio (I/) was 0.9~1.0 in only
about 25% of 12 households. In the Orochon households 33.3% of 12 households showed 0.1~0.2 degree
of the co-residing ratio (U).

Next, when we focused on the 46 Ainu households that resided at any settlements in all time frames
1856, 1858, 1864, 1865, 1868, and 1869 in the Mitsuishi district, and one Orochon household that resided at
any settlement in all time frames 1925, 1928, 1932, 1935, and 1938, the numerical value of the co-residing
ratio (U) of Orochon was lower than that of the Ainu in the Mitsuishi district during almost all thirteen
years.

Therefore it is postulated that the degree of fluid residential groupings of settlement dwellers was higher
in the Orochon than in the Ainu, and was higher in the Mitsuishi district than in the Monbetsu district.
And also it is estimated that the Orochon settlement was formed mainly by moved households and the Ainu
settlements in the Mitsuishi district were formed by moved households and stayed households, and the
Ainu settlements in the Monbetsu district were formed mainly by stayed households.

Key words : Ainu, Orochon, fluid residential groupings, co-residing ratio, cross-cultural study
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