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Name-giving Prohibition as an Element of Ainu Culture
and Assimilation Policy in the Nemuro District of Hokkaido, Japan, 1848-1858

Masatoshi ENDO

The Tokugawa Shogunate assumed direct political control over parts of the Ainu land
in response to a perceived threat from Russia in the nineteenth century (1799-1821 and
1855-1868). The assimilation policies of the Tokugawa Shogunate were to try to change
the culture of the Ainu people to Japanese style, such as hairstyle, clothing, and individual
name-giving. There was name-giving prohibition as an element of Ainu culture in the
Nemuro district of Hokkaido, 1848-1858. Name-giving prohibition among the Ainu dictated
that the name of a living neighbor or a dead person should not be given to another
individual. The purpose of this study is to investigate how the assimilation policy of
the Tokugawa Shogunate influenced the name-giving prohibition as an element of
Ainu culture. The findings of the analysis are as follows:

(1) The ratio of Japanese names(the number of persons who have Japanese names,the
total number of inhabitants) of the Ainu people was 18.6% in the Etorohu district in
1800. That ratio was very small in the Akkeshi district in 1803, Shizunai district in
1812, Takashima district in 1822, and in the east coast of the southern Sakhalin
(Karahuto) in 1828. Therefore, it was recognized that the first assimilation policy
during the period of 1799-1802 on changing their Ainu-language names to
Japanese-language names was not successful.

(2) So far, the Ainu in the Nemuro district had been thought to have changed their own
culture more significantly to Japanese culture, because the ratio of Japanese names
was higher there in 1858. In the Nemuro district, the number of persons who had
Ainu names only was over 90% of the total number of inhabitants from 1848 to 1855,
but was about 30% of the population from 1857 to 1858. The ratio of Japanese names
were 67.8% in 1857 and 69.3% in 1858. These numbers indicated that the second
assimilation policy during 1855-1859 seems to have been successful. However, many
of the persons who had Japanese names, had Ainu names in practice, too. The Ainu
people who had Japanese names only were 3.7% in 1857 and 8.1% in 1858.

(3) The second assimilation policy on the individual names was accepted well by men,
young women, and infants under 5 years of age in the Nemuro district. Women over
26 years of age did not easily obey the assimilation policy of the Tokugawa Shogunate
that tried to change their Ainu-language names to Japanese-language names. The
ratio of Japanese names was large in the heads of the “special” households and
their sons but was very small in the wives of heads of the special households.
In special households one or more members played an important role both in
Ainu society, and in the interrelations between the Ainu and the Japanese.

(4) The name-giving prohibition was applied and well maintained, not only among
individual settlement dwellers, but also among the inhabitants of each district in
the broad part of the Ainu land from 1856 to 1858. Focusing on the Japanese
names only in case of the two names holders who had both Ainu names and
Japanese names, the ratio of the persons against the name-giving prohibition on
a living persons(the number of persons whose names were same with living



persons, the total number of inhabitants) were 9.4% in 1857 and 9.6% in 1858 in
the Nemuro district. Nevertheless, focusing on the Ainu names only of the two
names holders, that ratio were only 0.8% in 1857 and 1.1% in 1858.

(5) It was concluded that as far as the name-giving prohibition was concerned, the Ainu
culture was sustained in the Nemuro district from 1856 to 1858 even under the
assimilation policy of the Tokugawa Shogunate.

Key words: Ainu, name-giving prohibition, Japanese-language name, assimilation policy,
Nemuro district





