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Two Years after the Great East Japan Earthquakes:
Japanese School Psychologists’ Support Growth and Recovery Activities for Children and Schools.

The Great East Japan Earthquakes Children and School Supports Team Members:
Hisako NISHIYAMA, Noriaki AZUMA, Yozo TAKINO, Bill PFOHL (USA), Seiichi ONO, Toshinori ISHIKUMA

Activities following the Great East Japan Earthquakes Child using the School Support Team used a team building
process and international supporting experience. The recovery and growth activities were reviewed by outside
supporters as well as inside supporters who were also affected by this event: Cross-cultural consultation was
provided by an international crisis intervention specialist over two years. This entire process was reported at the
36th International School Psychology Association annual meeting held in Porto Portugal in which the practical
specialists of the psychology and the education were gathered. It is believed that the team building process which
included on-going communication of narratives and reports on every aspect and progress concerning the difficulties
in supporting children and schools in the affected areas facilitated recovery and provided the necessary
psychological support. As a result of the overall consultation and supporting process both within Japan and from
outside, the findings showed team facilitation and the abilities and knowledge of the Japanese school psychologists
using assistance of outside and overseas supporters helped the main supporters in the affected areas, and gave
important information about the psychological and physical needs of those in the affected areas. Finally, in order to
make this experience useful for future help to people from different cultural backgrounds, it was shown that our

experience was common to others experiencing overwhelming natural disasters.
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