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“Then it’s the old memento mori, the monk’s skull on the table, brought up to date.
And what good is that? It all goes back to those German existentialists who tell you
how good dread is for you, how it saves you from distraction and gives you your
freedom and makes you authentic. God is no more. But Death is. That’s their story.
And we live in a hedonistic world in which happiness is set up on a mechanical
model. All you have to do is open your fly and grasp happiness. And so these other

theorists introduce the tension of guilt and dread as a corrective. But human life is
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far subtler than any of its models, even these ingenious German models.”

ZUA PRI DONA=Y 2T OEFEEIZOVTHELVBERIZL TIZWARY,
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Ramona’s face, relaxed by love-making and sleep, had a rich color. In one
hand she held the frilled binding of the summer blanket, and her head was
raised on the pillows in a thinking posture—it reminded him of that
photograph of the pensive child in the next room. One leg was free from the
covers—the inside of the thigh with its wealth of soft skin and faint ripples—
sexually fragrant. Her instep had a lovely freshy curve. Her nose was curved
too. And then there were her plump, pressed toes, in descending size. Herzog,
smiling at the sight of her, went back to bed with sleepy clumsiness. He
stroked her thick hair and fall asleep. (204-5)
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...Madeleine was not to be interested in Mother Herzog, twenty years dead,
however mother-bound this nostalgic gentlemen’s soul might be. Moses,
thinking, ruled against himself. He was a fatherly person to Madeleine—he
couldn’t expect her to consider his mother. She was one of the dead dead,

without effect on the new generation. (113-4)
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To haunt the past like this—to love the dead!  Moses warned himself not to
yield so greatly to this temptation, this peculiar weakness of his character.
He was a depressive. Depressives cannot surrender childhood—not even the

pains of childhood. (143)
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Th3b, BEREBALTWVWL Z L] (Tohauntthe past), T LT FEHEZ2FT
%1 (lovethedead)Z L iZ, "=V F T o THRERAFR LR -oTWS, 1B
ELRE~OFFIL, ARFC TDERAROERE) (the pains of childhood) #
MELTLESDOTHD, TLT, KIZED MFH KMbARVWEIBLIC
EReRTHOER, BRIIEO TFHR b5 RTERY, BEIC
BTINALRAMICKETIN-Y+TORIZ, HO~NLVDZ L ERVH
THTHE LN EHE—"He fought the insidious blight of nostalgia in New
York-—softening, heart rotting emotions, black spots, sweet for one moment but
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ARbhadXoic, BROKRMEWVWS#ELH L 5] RELNBZZE T, BY
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Mama's brother Mikhail died of typhus in Moscow.... When she read the news
[of her brother's death] she gave a cry and fainted. Her lips turned white.
Her arm lay in the water, sleeve and all. We two were alone in the house. I was
terrified when she lay like that, legs spread, her long hair undone, lids brown,

mouth bloodless, death-like. (139)

PUED XS it TE LB, BHFAOHmEICRTZEE, 29 &5
EDEFDOEIBANLIRF L TV, F LT, BMTRIE ENZF~DOBRFIL,
CILRESTRIEDOEE~LRETIOTHS, "~V T R16FDLE
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He [Herzog] came into her room when she was dying, holding his school books,
and began to say something to her.... Presently she began to stroke his hand. She
did this as well as she could; her fingers had lost their flexibility. Under the nails
they seemed to him to be turning already into the blue loam of graves. She had
begun to change into earth! He did not dare to look but listened to the runners of
children's sleds in the street.... (234)
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WBZEThHB,

Mother Herzog had a way of meeting the present with a partly averted face. She
encountered it on the left but sometimes seemed to avoid it on the right. On this
withdrawn side she often had a dreaming look, melancholy, and seemed to be seeing

the Old World.... (139)

...perhaps his mother had been struck, too, by the amount of melancholy, her
own melancholy, she saw in Moses. The family look, the eyes, those eye-
lights. And though he recalled his mother's sad face with love, he couldn't say,
in his soul, that he wanted to see such sadness perpetuated. Yes, it reflected the -
deep experience of a race, its attitude toward happiness, and toward mortality.

(232)
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To tell the truth, I never had it so good, he wrote. But I lacked the strength of
character to bear such joy. That was hardly a joke. When a man's breast feels
like a cage from which all the dark birds have flown—he is free, he is light.
And he longs to have his vultures back again. He wants his customary
struggles, his nameless, empty works, his anger, his afflictions and his sins.
In this parlor of Oriental luxury, making a principled quest—principled, mind
you—for life-giving pleasure, solving for Moses E. Herzog the puzzle of the
body..., he seemed to have found his object. But often he sat morose,

depressed, in the Morris chair.  Well, curse such sadness! (169-70)
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He'd have to get used to odors of soil and flowers. Thirty-some years ago,
when he was dying of pneumonia and peritonitis, his breath was poisoned by
the sweetness of red roses. They were sent, probably stolen, by his brother
Shura who worked, then, for the florist on Peel Street. Herzog thought he
might be able to stand the roses now. That pernicious thing, fragrant beauty,
shapely red. You had to have strength to endure such things or by
intensity they might pierce you inside and 'you might bleed to death.
(203)
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