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1.ARevivedGuruin仙eComputerAge:

一一The'90Sarehere,andthedoctorisin...一一(WilliamGib呉on)

Maybeit'samerecoincidencethatWilliam GibsonTsNeuromancer(1984)

waspublishedonlyayearafterTimothyLeary'sautobiographyFZashbacks

(1983). Itseems,however,thatthiscoincidencemaysuggestinteresting

synchronicity.Neuromancerisaclassic,abible,andaforefatherofthe1980sI

Cyberpunks,whichatonceopenedupnewterritorylnnotOnlythefieldofSF
●

butthewholefieldofcontemporaryfiction.Andin.90sitisstillre-presenting

itselfasafast-speakingyettrustworthyprophetastheCyberspaceactuallykeeps

expandingtowardsthecloslngOfthetwentiethcentury.FZashbacks,onthe

otherhand,thoughordinarylnStylecomparedwithNeuromancer,survivesas

alsoaclassIC,irnotabibleanymore,or血osewhobelieve,orbelieved,inthe
I

potentialitiesorthe●60S-PsychedelicRevolution.

Betterknown asan anti-Establishment"LSD-guru"andpsychedelic

"doctorlltothepublicandlessasafarsightedpsychologistandscientist,

TimothyLeafycametobuildupasolidreputationqsheexploredthepotential

forpsychedelicdrugsasanew therapeuticpsychiatricattheCenterfor

PersonalityResearchintheHarvardUniversity.As theroaring160Sdiminished
●

intotheratherexhausted170S,however,Leafywentthroughapolitical

crackdown from theU.S.govemment,mainlyfrom theDrugEnforcement

Administration,andspentmostofhistimeaseitheranescapeeoraprisoner.
●

BeforeFZashbacks,Learyhadpublishedmorethanadozenofmajorbooks

startingin1956,suchasInterpersonalDiagnosz'sojPersonaZz-5,('57),The

PsychedelicExperience('64),Hz-ghPrz'est('68),NeuroZogic(173),InteZZz-gence
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Agents('79),andChangingMyMind,AmongOthen('82)I Thebasicattitudes

andassertions也atallofhisbookshaveincommonmaybesu血marizedas

follows: (1)Freewillonindividualsovereigntyshouldbeheldin.thehighest

･regard;(2)Hum an mindisthesumofbrainactivities,andweareallneur0-

geneticrobotswhosebrains/bioICOmPuterSarere-Programmable;(3)The

govemment,themilitary,religlOuSSects,massmediaando仏ertotalitarian
●

forcesareallbrain-washersandtheyconditionapersontotheiradvantages;(4)

LSDandotherpsychedelicdrugsdrastically,though temporarily,expandthe

brainfunction,andthrough thisawakenlngPeopleknowbettertheirsocialand
■

culturalenvironmentsinwhichbrainwashersareactive.

Though Leary'sassertionsandsuggestionsgainedlargepopularitywiththe
∴

generationofcounterculture,sincetheuseofLSD andotherpsychedelic

chemicalsbegantobeseverelyrestrainedandcontrolledbytheauthority,his

theoriesandhisown publicfigure,togetherwiththelimageofLSD,hadbeen

labeled(withpositivehelpfTrommassmedia)ratherascriminalandimmoral.1)

AfterFlashbacks,Leafyeventuallydidnltpublishanybookthrough the

endofthel80S.Duringtheseyears,however,hismaininterestshadshifted

fromdrugstopersonalcomputers･2)■ In1986,h声eVenreleasedasoftwarecalled

MindMi汀Or･3) Leary■SomcialsiteontheWorldWideWebexplainshowhis

researchsubjectchanged:

Durlngtheeighties,Timwentoncollegelecturetoursandforetoldof
■

thefuturethatcomputerswouldbringtotheworld.Hestartedhis

own SoftwarecompanycalledFutiqueandhelpeddeslgnProgramsthat
●

woulddigitizethought-images. Hebelievedtheintemetwasgoingto

beliketheLSDofthe901sempowerlngPeopleonamasslevel･4)

●

Learylsfascinationwithpersonal computerssubsequentlyleadtothe

potentialitiesofthecomputernetworks:theIntemetandthecyberspace, In

1994,hepublishedoneofhislasttwobooks,Chaos&CyberCulture. Ithasan

interviewwithWilliamGibson,creatorofthecyberspace,andLearyrepeatedly

admiresNeuromancer. Heremayarisetwocontroversialquestions. First,
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whylnthe'80S,afterFZashbacks,didLearyconvertfrom thedrugstothe
●

computer,tothecyberspace,andtothecyberpunk? Second,whydoesthe'60s

psychedelicrevolutioncometofinditsvoiceinthe90S'computerteclmology?

ThesequestionsmaycomefTromabasicrecognitionofthedifferenceincultural

andpoliticaltendencies. The'60scan beobservedassopoliticaland
●

countercultural,whilethe-80stol90ssotechnologlCalandmainstream-oriented,

intermsofthegeneralsocialvalues.Whatfollowsisaratherafirst-step

attempttogropeforpossibleanswerstotheabovequestions,whichmay

hopefullycontributetoknowlngabitofthisglgantic,consum er-orientedand
■

infわrmation-dominatingera.

●
2.TechnologICalCounterculture:

..The'90Sarejustthe-60supsidedown一一(PhilipProctor)

MarkDery,inhisEscapeVeZocib/(1996)analyzeshowthecounterculture

isreconciledwiththecybercultureandforms"Cyberdelia,..acoinedwordfTrom

cyberandpsychedelia.

Theretumofthesixties,andtheculturewarraglngaroundthememory
■

ofthatturbulentdecade,isattheheartofthecyberdelicwlngOf丘inge

computercultllre.Notsurprisingly,manyofcyberdelia■smediaicons

arefamiliarfacesfrom thesixties:Nomagazinecoverstoryonthe

phenomenoniscompletewithouttheseptuagenarianTimothyLeary,

admonishingreadersto''tum on,bootup,Jackin"andproclaimlngthat
●

也eI-PCistheLSDof也e1990S,…‥.5)

ObviouslyitisessentialforthecounterculturetostayI.fringe''ofthemainstream.

Learylswell-known PiedPiperspielinthe'60S,.TTurnon,tunein,dropout,"or

rather,''Tumontothescene;tuneintowhat'Shappening;anddropout-ofhigh
■

schools,college,gradeschool",''wasoriginallymeanttoadvertisethe

importanceofconsciousnessexpansion(viaLSD),ofgettingfullawareofthe
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surroundingreality,andofquestionlngauthority･̀) The90S'versionofthis

catchphrase,.'tum on,bootup,Jackin,I.canbeunderstoodentirelylntermsOf

computers:turnonthemachine,andbootupboththesoftware(OS:Operating

System)andthehardware,andconnecttotheInternet(TTtojackin''wasfirstused
●

inNeuromanceranditmeanstogetintothecyberspacebyphysicallyconnecting

onersbrainstothecomputernetworks).Thus,PersonalComputercanbethe

bestequivalentforLSD (idealconsciousnessexpander),aspeople,Onand

through the former,net-Surfoutto notonly unknown rleldsoftheir

consciousness/もrainsbutalsoalmostthelimitlessseaofintelligenceand

imfbrmation,whichwasexactlywhatthelatteraimedfわr.

The160S'counterculturemovementor''Hippiedom..,accordingto DeryTs
■

analysts,''inheritedtheBlakeanvisionofareturntoEdenandtheEmersonian

notionoratranscendentunionwithNattlre.■■(Dery,25) But,irso,仙e'90S■

cyberculturefacestowardsacompletelyoppositeoratleastdifferentdirection:

apparentlyneitherEdennorNatureshouldhaveanycomputersortechnologleS.
■

How;血en,canthereconciliationbepossible?

"Thecountercultureofthe1960swasrural,romanticizedanti-science,

anti-tech. Buttherewasalwaysalurkingcontradictionatitsheart,symbolized

bytheelectricguitar," saysBruceSterling,SFwriterwhofirstusedtheword

cyberpunk.7) Though theback-to-the-landhippleSandflOwerchildreninfact
I

livedincommunesseparateformtechnology,theyhadtheirownmusicenhanced

byelectricinstruments,Rock-n-Roll,justasthelegendaryWoodstockconcert

tellsitall. Thoseex-hippleSandtheirchildren-in-cultureare,Sterlinggoeson,

nowI.specialeffectswizards,mixmasters,tape-effectstechs,graphicshackers,
▲

emerglngthroughnewmediatodazzlesocietywithhead-tripextravaganzaslike

FXcinemaandtheglobalLiveAidbenefit.Thecontradictionhasbecomean

integration.H8)

Itmayberelevant,accordingly,toobserveinthel60slcounterculturesome

subconsciousdependenceonandunquestionedassimilationtoitsown enemy

teclmology.Atthemomentthatthe■■contradictionhasbecomeanintegration,…

thecounterculturehas,too,becomeintegratedtothemainstream.Thisisnot

surprlSlngOrcontradictory,forthe"PowertothePeople"orlglnallymeantto
●■ . ■■_ ノ■ .一 ■■- ..■ - ■■▲ ■●
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takeoverthepoweroftheauthority.Butwhatcanbecontradictory,wasthat

theywerenotfullyconsciousofthisirony:desirefortakingovertheauthority

will,whenfulfilled,inevitablyleadtobanishingtherebelliouscore,theessential

justificationforbeingthe'rcounter-･'■ As aresult,wheninthelate180sthe
●

pro-technologlCaltendenciesbeganpouringfromthebrokendamof"lurking

contradiction"andfloodingln,thoseex-hippleSOreX-beatnikstookfull
●

advantageofthenewhigh-techmediainstillacounterculturalway,asSterling

explainsabove.But,thoughinthe.80sthecomputercultureandtheIntemet
∵

stillstayedrather■■fTringe,"OratthemarglnOfthewholesociety,theywere

alreadyforetellingthefuturehegemony,absorbingdaybydayalargerandlarger

territoryofthemainstreamculture.Inthe.90S,now,ifyouknowtheword

■'computerilliterate,H youshouldknowtherestor仙estory.

3.TheCountercttltureLives!:

l'Allmediaaretheextensionsofourownbodiesandsenses.-T

(MarshallMcLuhan)

Themainstreamculturethatisstillthecountercultureatitsheart:thisis

exactlythepractical"upsidedown "ofthe.60S. Suchself-contradictory

attitudescanalsobeseenthroughoutLeary'sChaos& CyberCulture. For

example,hede丘nesinhisownway也eword-■Cybemetic,''as-■Mapplngand
●

colonizingmedigitaldata-worldslocatedontheothersideorscreens.I-He

subsequentlygoesontohisowndefinitionofthewordrrPsybernetic,.. a

coinagefrompsychedelicandcybemetic,as"MapplngandcolonlZlngthenext

fTrontierMonelsown brain.1.(p,84) Comparingtheboth,theword"fTrontier..

drawsimmediateattention. NottomentionHoraceGreely,仙iswordis

connectedtoandassociatedwith theAmerican斤ontier,theWest,andthe

Wilderness,Leafy,takingadvantageofsuchhistoricalconnotations,Seemsto

sodifferentiatePsybemetic=fTrontierasNaturefTrom Cybernetic="thedigital

data'■asCivilization.It-らneedlesstosay也atoneorthehippies■assertionswas

togobacktotheNatureawayfTromtheCivilization.Alreadyan■■amphibian■-
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(Leary'stermthatliterarymeans"doublelife;''i.e.onewhoinhabitsbothin

flesh-materialrealityandincyberspace(p.3))inthetechologicallyadvanced

cyberneticspaceconstructedbythedigital-data,Leafytriestoputhimselfeven

fartheraway,probablyfartherouttothefTrontier,thellfringe,"the..counter-"

positiontothedigitalcivilization. BlltWhydoeshehavetodothis?

DeryintroducesLeary'sadvocacytothepsychedelicasthebasisforthe

computerculture:

...TimomyLearysees〔也ePCrevolution】asavindicationofthe

counterculture;withoutthepsychedelicrevolution,hesuggests,the

personalcomputerwouldhavebeenunthinkable. 'lIt'swellknown

thatmostofthecreativeimpulseinthesoftwareindustry,andindeed

muchorthehardware,particularlytheAppleMacintosh,derived

directlyfTromthesixtiesconsciousnessmovement,.-heasserts. "lThe

Applecofbunder]SteveJobswenttoIndia,tookalotofacid,studied

Buddhism,andcamebackandsaidthatEdisondidmoretoinfluence

thehum anracethantheBuddha.AndlMicrosoftfounderBill]Gates

wasabigpsychedelicpersonatHarvard. Itmakesperfectsenseto

methatiryouactivateyourbrainwi瓜psychedelicdmgs,theonlyway

you'Can describeitiselectronically.(Defy,27-28)9)

PresentingJobsandGates,thebigtwoPCrevolutionists,aspsychedelic

pupils,LeafyistryingtOreinforcethecomectionbetweentheemergenceof
■

personalcomputersinthe'80sandthe'60slconsciousnessmovement,soasto

reevaluateandrenew也eachievementsorthepastpsychedelicrevolution.By

doingsointhispatriarchic,remember-who-your-father-isdiscourse,LeafylS
●

alsosuggestingandevokingnotonlytheimagethatthecomputerisinorlglnal
●●

conceptanti-totalitarianandcountercultural,butalsotheonethatthereliesthe

psychedelicidealismattheheartoftoday'scomputertechnology.

Leary'Sargumentsfortherevivalofthel60slcountercultureseemstobe

derivedfromhisviewmainlyonthe2:eitgeistofthe'80S. Lookingoverthefour

andahalfdecadesfromthef50S,LearyfirstdefinestheWoodstockconcertin
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August1969,atwhichllfourhundredthousandenergeticl,educatedyoungpeople

assembled"fortheSummerofLove,asthemonumentalachievementofliberty,

andasmtherolemodelofthecountercultureofthattime.M Thenhereevaluates
● I - .. .■ ■ ●

thehippleSin contrastto thedepressing Situationsdurlng theReagan

administrationinthe180S. Leafyexemplifiestheaccomplishmentofthe

countercllltureasfわllows:

Hippiesstartedtheecologymovement. Theycombatedracism.

Theyliberatedsexualstereotypes,encouragedchange,individualpride,

andself-confidence. Theyquestionedrobotmaterialism. Infour

yearstheymanagedtostop.theVietnamWar.TheygotmarlJuana

decriminalizedinfourteenstatesdurlngtheCarteradministration,
●

Etc.(pp.53-54)

Thenhestartswithcondemnlngthewarsduringthe180S,whichexpelledthe

virtueoftheWoodstockrevolution:

I
Duringthe1980sthegentletoleranceofWoodstockwasreplacedbya

hard-lineMarineCorpsattitude. Thepacifism of.TGivePeacea

Chance"gavewaytoaswaggeringmilitarism. Theconquestof

Grenada.ThegloriousbombingofQaddafilstent.Thecovertwar

againstNicaragua. StarTrekgavewaytoStarWars.(p,54)

As ifexpostulatingontheirdetachmentfTromsocialissues,Leafymildly

criticizesuniversitystudentsinthe180S,remindingthemofthehistoricalfact

thattheT60S'counterculturewasalwayscenteredonthecampuses:TIWhilebrave

studentsinSouthKorea,China,theSovietUnionwereexhibitingtheidealism

theydutifullyleanedfTromWoodstock,backinAmericanstudentshavebecome

conservative,materialistic,career-oriented,liketheJapaneseuniversities,and

liketheRussiancollegesunderBrezhnev."(p,55)

Finally,the180S"havegivenusasequeltoMcCarthyisml.(p.55),

Sum marizesLeafy. "Thepoor,conservative,fearful,confomingcollege
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studentsoftheReaganyearswerestuckwithMomsandDadswhogrewupinthe

blandEisenhower1950S. Theghostsofthatdecade--Senator(Red-Scare)

McCarthyandGeneralDouglas('nuketheslant-eyes■)MacArthurandJolm

WayneandFatherKnowsBestcamebacktohauntthecollegesinthe1980S･-I(p･

54)

Ithastobeadmitted,moreorless,thatLearylsinsightsintothe.80S'

zeitgeistarehittingthemark･TheMcCarthyisticallyconformingforce,both

politicalandsocial,thesinglewhitemaledominance,andthetelevision
●

dictatorshipsthatrequireuniformityandpassivity:theseareallnegative

characteristicsofthe.80swhichcanbecommonlysensed.

Suchrecognitionorthedecade■szeitgeistmighthavedrivenLearytothe

Cyberpunk･ GibsonlsNeuromancerwaspublished in 1984,10) and this

cyberpunkstarterdepicts仙evirtualnetworkspacegovernedbysomealltOCratic

artificialintelligence,towhichthemaincharacter,outlaw cybernautand

..consolecowboy,I. triestobreakitsICE,thefatal securitysystem. The

''cyberpunkcontroversyT'tookplaceimmediatelyafterNeuromancer,and,not
I

onlytheliteraryInnovationitcansuggest,butalsotheideologyandhegemony

ofthepostindustrialcapitalism,andalsothewaystheactualcyberspaceproject
I

shouldtake,becomethemainconcem･H) Thecounterculturewithacybergear

onshouldbebestsuitableforLearyrsanti-180scircumstances,forhenowexpects

ther90sTkidstointurntakerevenge. Though Leary'soptimismaboutthefuture

ofCyberspaceoftengoestoofar,hisbasicandultimateassertion,"Thinkfor

yourself,questionauthority..Willnotbemisdirectinglnaninformation-oriented,
●

media-dominating,totalitarian-comptlterage.
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novel.ThistelevisioncommercialisstillavailabletowatchatuTheMuseum

orAppleComputer<http://the一mac.home.ml.org/>.■■
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