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Eugenia Menjivar

We visited Osawa Elementary School to watch # & S:41 . This is a very impressive musical that the school has been
performing for many years. This plays gets all the students of the elementary school involved to ensemble a high
quality musical. For me, it was the second time | had the opportunity of attending. | must say this time it was even
more impressive than the year before that. I think I got a deeper perspective of this experience.

We arrive several minutes before, and we were able to walk a little around the school. | was able to see the computer
room, the library and the music room. Amazingly, the computer room and the library were small but they had
everything necessary for students. The music room, however, was pretty large and full of instruments and space. |
remember thinking, “well, this explains why this performance has the quality it has.” Another feature the school hall
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had was a bulletin board with Book Recommendations by both Teachers and Students. This impressed me the most,
I must say; because students were given the opportunity to express their opinion in terms of literature. This is real
evidence that students’ opinions are so valuable that they deserve a space in the bulletin board. This bulletin board
made me smile greatly.

Afterwards, we went outside to see the students warm up for their performance. They were practicing how to project
their voices. | love seeing the teachers encouraging the children before the performance. | truly believe they are the
ones responsible of this play’s success. Teachers are the ones who inject enthusiasm to students and guide them to
doing great things.

It was soon time for the performance, and once again it was great! | remember last year performance clearly, and |
could see how performers have changed, and grown. | even remember that the student playing the principal of the
school, this year, changed his “move” when he got the squid as a present. For me, this experience is one of a kind
for everyone involved in it, either as an organizer, a performer, or a spectator. For the ones responsible of organizing
every single section from the position students must be in, to the last detail of the costume must feel proud when
seeing this play come to life. For the performers, it must be great to understand how important each one of the roles
is and how all of them, together, send this unique message to others of how adversity must never be an excuse for
giving up. | really hope students get the chance to realize they are making a difference in other people’s lives as they
learn all these lessons themselves. And as for the spectators, it is just a delight to be part of this experience. First,
we get to see students take a negative experience and transform it into an educational one; not only for them but for
everyone else. Also, it is very evident all the values they have acquired by just preparing this performance: discipline,
respect, responsibility, cooperation, empathy, among so many others. Finally, the message this play transmits is
undoubtedly the most important of all: “How to respect and appreciate the ocean as a source of living (Tyler Gilbert
2014).”

As | was watching the video an American friend prepared about this performance, last year, | couldn’t help feeling
blessed. He mentioned this experience was one in a life time; and immediately after I thought, “Wow! | got the
chance to experience this performance not once in a life time, but twice. Now that can only be called a Blessing.”
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LESSON PLAN

DATE: 22 February, 2016

CONCEPTUAL CONTENT: Critical Thinking
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OBJECTIVE(S):

1.
2.

To recognise reasoned arguments or flaws in them in order to select believable explanations.
To understand and clarify key terms and expressions in order to analyse and evaluate evidence to be able to

infer, deduce, and draw conclusions

INTRODUCTION/ PRESENTATION

Approximately 10 minutes

1. Welcome students and start the class by explaining that today they will have a class on Thinking Skills. Briefly
explain the class is to develop critical thinking in a fun way.

2. Next, explain to students that today they will be working on solving a case, as if they were investigators. Then,
ask students to think about the following terms and what their meanings are:

(] crime scene

0 investigator

[ murder

[]  stabbed

3. Elicit from students a brief explanation. Then, quickly, ask them to match these words with their correct
definitions.

[ crime scene a detective responsible of a case

0l investigator attacked with a knife

l murder a place for an illegal action happens

[ stabbed a crime where someone is killed

4 . Then match:

[] crime scene a detective responsible of a case

] investigator attacked with a knife

l murder a place for an illegal action happens

0l stabbed a crime where someone is killed

DEVELOPMENT

15 Minutes

1. Hand out worksheets to each student and ask them to complete the matching of the key words studied at the
beginning of the class.

2. Next, explain to students we will work together on a typical thinking skills exercise. First, students will be
explained the exercise consists of a series of evidence taken from a crime scene. We’ll start by reading each
evidence source. After reading each source, we’ll discuss a little.

3. After each of the five sources are read and discussed students will proceed to complete the question/answer
question in their worksheet.

10 Minutes

4 . Go over each of the four questions and ask students to work in groups of four in order to complete their work

sheet.
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10 Minutes

5. Take turns answering the questions and sharing them with the class.

ATTITUDINAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

Through this class students will demonstrate interest in understanding the evidence being presented in order to solve

a crime case.

ASSESSMENT:

As students are listening and following the reading there will be some follow up questions to make sure students

understand the vocabulary and the sequence of events.

Monitor students as they are working in groups completing their worksheet.

Motivate students as they are presenting their theories to the class.

RESOURCES:

1. For this lesson, students will use exercise 1 of Paper 23/4 of a Thinkinking Skills: Critical Thinking Exam of
2013. (see the next page)
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-international-as- and-a-level-thinking-skills-

9694/past-papers/
2. Also, they will complete a worksheet, one worksheet per student.

NOTES:

Due to the difficulty of the language of the original exercise, it was simplified with the aid and supervision of the
class teacher.

Thinking skills: Critical Thinking
Exercise 1 (441%)

(LA F-)
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