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On the fall of the Western Zhou: from the perspectives of landscape and water

resources

SONG Jiang-ning

The fall of the Western Zhou actually did not mean the collapse of the dynasty; it in
essence much more revealed an important fact that both the Zhou royal court and the
elite abandoned the western land in North China where the capital was located and
migrated to the eastern land. With the benefit of access to fresh excavation materials,
this paper employs diverse approaches of settlement archaeology to unveil the Achilles’
heel of the Western Zhou state at its very beginning — the country consisted of the two
main parts, the west land and the east land, separated by a vast no-man  s-land.Due
to the geographical structure, the Western Zhou had to not only march eastwards but
also resist the assaults from the western barbarians (Xirong).Since the reign of the last
third king, the major cities and their habitants had endured numerous droughts and

earthquakes and therefore urban sustainability and resilience were problematic matters



