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A Study on Fujiwara Kiyohira and Heisen Thought

ITO Hiroyuki

A Study regarding the geographical name of Hiraizumi(Hiraizumi,Iwate Prefecture)
during the Middle Ages and my thoughts about the origin and principles of naming during that
era from a historical perspective.

The name of Hiraizumi itself, has to date, not been sufficiently examined. Before it came to
be known as Hiraizumi, the area had been known as Koromogawa or Kinugawa since ancient
times. When the first Kiyohara of the Oshu Fujiwara made a political and religious base in the
southern end of the Koromogawa region, it is my belief that it was named Heisen (*[-%%) .The
meaning of the name is calm world with no winds which refers to the idea of peace without war
and the desires of the world. Further, we can trace the origin of the name back to Luoyang &%)

Heisen, China, where it referred to a mountain cottage or “Heisen Sanso (PR 7.

133



