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Outline of the Excavation Results of the Erlitou Site in the Last 20 Years

Zhao Hai-tao

Since the fall of 1999, Erlitou Archaeological Team,IA,CASS,has carried out a series
of field archaeology work around the settlement form and evolution process of the Erlitou
site, and has achieved many important results. We investigated the geomorphological
environment of the site, ascertained the existing scope and area of the site, and analyzed
its cause. A trench-shaped relic was found in the east of the site as the eastern edge of
the site. Based on these, we continued to explore the central area of the site.We have
discovered the " J} " -shaped road system in the central area, the Palace area walls, multiple
groups of foundations of rammed-earth palace constructions in the Palace area, the state-
run workshop complex surrounded by rammed-earth walls, the turquoise manufacturing
workshop, the giant pit No. 1 in the northeast of the Palace area, the foundation of Palace
No.5 in the middle of the east, the rammed-earth wall around the other area west of the
workshop area and other important relics. Based on these field work, we outlined the overall
appearance, general layout, and functional zoning of the Erlitou site as the capital, and
gained a better understanding of the structure, layout, and evolution of the central area.
Erlitou Capital planned a “Jiugongge” -pattern basic pattern and basic framework based on
a “J” -shaped trunk road network system. The most three important areas in the capital,
including the sacrificial area, the Palace area and the state-run workshop complex, lie in
the middle of the “Jiugongge” pattern. The Palace area is located in the core region of the
Erlitou Capital, the sacrifice area, the noble settlement and tomb areas, and the state-run
workshop complex surrounded by rammed-earth walls for making noble luxury goods are
all guarded around the Palace area. The large scale, strict and orderly layout of the Erlitou
Capital, and the supreme specifications indicate that it is likely to be the center of the
political, cultural, and spiritual domination of the Erlitou country, and a dynasty etiquette
unique to the ancient Chinese political civilization has been formed.

Keywords: Field archaeology at Erlitou ( —HH) site,History,Results, Significances
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