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The change of construction of the Artificial lakes during the Pre-Qin

to the Western Wan dynasty of ancient China

Zhang Jian-feng

Artificial lakes(ancient Chinese name is Chi), a water-storage building, can also beautify
the environment, were usually necessary in the ancient garden(ancient Chinese name is Yuan).
A garden whith artificial lakes was usually called as a Chi-Yuan. At the same time Chi-Yuans had
the function of adjusting water, supplying water, drainage, controling fire and so on. Therefore,
Chi-Yuans were built in and around the capitals of the ancient dynasties. Jiu-Chi(Alcohol lake)
were built in Xia and Shang dynasty. Western Zhou dynasty built Hao-chi and Biao-chi. Chi-Yuans
were also built in many vassal states during the Western Zhou dynasty. At the Qin dynasty, Lan-
chi was built. During the Western Han dynasty, there were more Chi-Yuans such as Cang-chi,
Kunming-chi,Taiye-chi, Baizi-chi and Ten-chi in imperial park in Chang 'an city. Archaeologist
have found ancient remains of Chi-Yuans in Yanshi Shang city, Zhengzhou Shang city, Qin
Xianyang city and Han Chang 'an city. These discoveries proved the relevant records in the
ancient documents.

From the Pre-Qin period to the Western Han dynasty, there was obvious difference in the
the Construction of Chi-Yuans during the different periods, mainly in such aspects as follow.
First of all, the size of Chi-Yuans were becoming larger and larger.The Chi in the neolithic age
was very small and gradually increased as the time elapsed.At last, a large reservoir as large as
more than sixteen square kilometers.was built at the Western Han dynasty.Secondly, the shape
and structure of Chi-Yuans in different periods were also different. The pond in the neolithic
period was simple, while that in the shang dynasty was more complicated.At zhou dynasty, Chi-
Yuans was simple again. Complicated and extravagant Chi-Yuans were never digged until the Qin
and Western Han dynasty. Thirdly, the functions of Chi-Yuans varied significantly in different
times,especially between the Western Han dynasty and her predecessors. Before the Western
Han dynasty, Chi-Yuans was mainly built for recreational aims.And after that some Chi-Yuans
were also built for supplying water for palace area and the city. And fourth, the location of the
Chi-Yuans before the western Han dynasty and after that has also changed obviously. Before the
Western Han dynasty, Chi-Yuans were mostly located at the back pat of the palace area or the
capital which was lower than other arias. At the Western Han dynasty, some Chi-Yuans appeared
in the front of the palace area or the highland of the whole city area. Fifth, public attitude

towards the construction of Chi-Yuans was never changeless.Before the middle of wester Han



dynasty, the construction of Chi-Yuans was looked on as a luxury and hedonistic behavior which
wasted too much labor and wealth, and was usually disdained and criticized. At middle of the
western han dynasty and after that,the highest rulers sometimes built a few Chi-Yuans much
larger and more luxury than before, but they were no longer criticized as before.

The above differences in the construction of chi yuan reflect the great changes in social
productivity, politics and ideological culture from the pre-qin dynasty to the western han

dynasty, especially between the early and middle of the western han dynasty.
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