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On the Acceptance of Song Dynasty Buddhism in Japan: With Special Reference to

the Complete Collections of Scriptures in Hiraizumi in the 12th Century

Teshima, Takahiro

(Kyung Hee University)

This paper discusses the three Complete Collections of Scriptures in Hiraizumi in the 12th
Century. When Emperor Taizong granted the rescript edition of the Complete Collection
of Sutras called Kaihozo (Tripitaka Kai bao) to Japan at the end of the 10th Century, the
rulers of Japan did not accept its authority as a cohesive whole but just utilized individual
sutras. In the early 12th Century, the Cloistered Emperor Shirakawa attempted to relativize
the authority of the Kaihozo published by the Imperial ordinance of Song Dynasty through
making his gold on dark-blue paper sutra Collection primarily based on ancient sutra
manuscripts. The gold- and silver- lettered Collection dedicated by Fujiwara no Kiyohira
also succeeded to the authority of sovereignty in Kyoto even though some sutras quote
publication records of the Kaihozo in his Collection.

On the other hand, the Fujiwara clan in Hiraizumi had their eyes on other Complete
Collections published in the southern part of China, and they imported one printed
Collection dedicated to a temple in Ningbo. This Complete Collection was a private edition
through the dedication of believers, as opposed to publication as a national project like
Kaihozo. The Fujiwara clan imported the new printed Buddhist Canon ahead of influential
families or temples in Kyoto or Nara so that not only to try to copy the sutras with gold
paint but also to place it with the existing Complete Collection by Kiyohira as one pair. The
rulers of Hiraizumi aimed to promote a new style of Buddhism based on both two Collections
that were the frameworks of knowledge in both Japan and Song China.

In the Japanese archipelago, there were many cases where a privately printed edition
of the Complete Collection of Sutras was imported and dedicated to temples or where a
transcribed copy was made using the printed edition as the base from the end 12th Century.
In these cases, the images of the Kaihozo edition and the private edition are almost fused,
and Japanese rulers and temples used the private edition as a figurative inheritance of the
once unacceptable authority of Song Buddhism. Furthermore, the images of the manuscript
and printed versions of Complete Collection also began to overlap. Song and Japanese
Buddhism, which different knowledge systems had originally supported, began to be
regarded as the same through these cases. This paper deduces that the Buddhist projects of
the Fujiwara clan in Hiraizumi were the forerunners of these phenomena seen in medieval

Japan.
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