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That Day, That Time" and "The Future

SASAKI Rikiya

Keywords: Looking back on that day, School management, Reconstruction education, Records and
memories, Aims and objectives

Abstract

It has been almost 10 years since the Great East Japan Earthquake. At the time, I was the principal of Taro
Daiichi Junior High School. T would like to look back on the situation of the school and students at that time, based
on my memories and the various documents I recorded.

First, I will describe in detail the actions from the time of the earthquake until the evacuation to the Taro City
Hall, the response from the next morning, and the dissolution of the teaching staff. I will also give special mention
to the students who volunteered to carry relief supplies after the earthquake. In 2011, the school year began at
Taro Daiichi Elementary School. Although the Taro Daiichi Junior High School was still in the midst of restoration,
it was able to return to its junior high school building on September 21, 2011. This section describes the situation of
the students from the time of the earthquake until they returned to school.

In the 2012 school year, I set up 11 school management policies and promoted a variety of educational activities
with the aim of developing people who can contribute to the reconstruction and development of Taro and Iwate.
Based on the school management policy, we promoted reconstruction education at Taro Daiichi Junior High School.
The following are some of our practices:

1. Publication of a collection of student essays entitled "Tnochi"

2. Observation of disaster waste shredding and sorting operations

3. "Storyteller" activities

4. Participating in the Miyako City Union Concert

5. Establishment of an exhibition room for disaster materials

In particular, thanks to the support and guidance of many people involved in the creation of the essay collection,
we were able to publish it on March 11, 2013. Also the Earthquake Exhibition and Resource Room is used as a
starting point for new students to learn about the disaster every year.

In order to improve education in the future, it is essential to further promote the quality of teachers and disaster
prevention education. The following is a proposal for improving the quality of teachers and disaster prevention
education. It is important to make efforts to connect the lessons and learnings from the disaster. I would like to
describe the value of the 22 murals of the seawall and the Taro Tsunami Journal. Education that only improves
academic performance will have no future. In the current trend of only requesting issues, there is a disparity in
the awareness of teachers. In such a situation, what are teachers and parents thinking about raising their children?
For the 10th anniversary since that day, it seems worthwhile to look back and consider the future of disaster
prevention and education, as well as how to live.
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