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The Study of One’s Own University Education
in Japan
— According to a Survey of Japanese Universities, 2008 —

Kazuki Ohkawa

(Iwate University)

The universities which have adopted courses in the study of their own institution are
increasing. The Central Council for Education report of December, 2008, referred to the
role of this study as a first-year university experience. This research is aimed at
determining how many universities offer a course about the study of own university. For
this study, questionnaires were given to all 752 universities in Japan, including national,
public and private universities and 373 universities replied. 196 courses were confirmed
at 136 universities as a result of the analysis. They adopted a variety of aims, forms and
contents according to each university’s situation. Many different people often teach the
It is not uncommon to have a president, trustee or dean lead a lesson. Some
The study or
education of one’s own university has many possibilities and is becoming a part of the

courses.
courses are planned and administrated by university staff and alumni.

academic foundation at many universities.
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