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Grassland revival and roof thatching worker cultivation based on cooperation between a
variety of actors and the establishment of business.

—The mechanism in Kanegasaki Town, Iwate Prefecture as a case study—

Shinji YAMAMOTO
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Summary

Many grasslands in Japan are artificially maintained bucolic landscapes. We recently
have been faced with the crisis of their disappearance due to a decline in their utilizati
on. Hayfields, a type of grassland, have come to be maintained as a place for the gath-
ering of materials used in thatched roofs. Amid the current reexamination of thatched
roof construction in the creation of traditional scenery, the maintenance of hayfields and
their creation has come to be regarded as necessary. Kanagawasaki Town, Iwate Pref
ecture, has successfully commoditized miscanthus sinensis as a roofing material and cre-
ated hayfields. However, there is a partial tradeoff between this commoditization and

the maintenance of ecosystems, so sufficient care is necessary.





