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A variety of cooperative ventures in municipal parks management

—Morioka Castle ruins park management as a case study—
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Summary

Amid the advancement of the decentralization of authority, a diversified response to
the needs of the populace is being pursued via collaboration between local governments
and nongovernmental organizations. In the management of municipal parks as well, a
variety of cooperation by actors (including park users) that not only entail facilitation of
parks functioning as places for people to go for strolls or to rest, but also enhancement
of the function of parks as places fostering “creative” activities that encompass learning,
exchange, culture, and art. This research cites the recent introduction of a designated
manager system in the Morioka Castle ruins park as a case study, and clarifies the vari-
ous actors involved in its management including administrations, designated managers,
NPO, corporations, and the like. Also, it analyzes the current state of the park's man-
agement system and considers the desirable state resulting from cooperation. Amid the
resultant establishment of a permanent place of discussion between the actors and the
sharing of information and visions, a conclusion is reached that the original goal of park

space and park territory creation should be pursued.





