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Rebuilding of transportation infrastructure in rural areas by local residents

—Private use fare-paying passenger transport in Kuchinaicho, Kitakami City, Iwate Prefecture—
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Summary

Since the share-ride bus project designed as a transportation infrastructure failed to
generate the anticipated profit, operators have been backing out and the frequency of
buses has been reduced. Following the loss of transportation lines, the transportation
infrastructure fell into the hands of municipalities who are unable to respond adequately.
In this study, we have examined the efforts undertaken by residents in Kuchinaicho,
Kitakami City, Iwate Prefecture, to rebuild the transportation infrastructure, in order to
clarify the relationship between various entities including local residents, government,
NPO, etc. As a result, it was determined that while the locals do need to exert their
independence, support by outside entities such as the government and NPO is also
necessary in order to supplement the know-how or networking which local residents may
be lacking. Cooperation between the government, corporations, local residents, etc., is

most desirable in the field of transportation.





