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Summary

This study examined indices correlated with the degree of crowding in Japanese larch
(Larix kaempferi) and Japanese red pine (Pinus densiflora) plantations. We propose
convenient indices of stand density for the management of overcrowded Japanese larch
and Japanese red pine plantations. The analysis included the relative spacing index, the
ratio of mean height to mean diameter, and stand basal area. Analysis of the degree of
crowding and onset of tree mortality revealed that the relative spacing index and the
ratio of mean height to mean diameter were the most convenient of the three variables.
The maintenance of Japanese larch and Japanese red pine stands with a relative spacing

index =20% effectively prevents self-thinning mortality.





