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Summary

In recent years, a series of very short, localized torrential rainstorms, or what the
Japanese have labeled "guerrilla” storms, have occurred in Japan. These storms have
caused significant damage. As a result of heavy rainfall on July 17, 2010, in the center of
Iwate-machi, a town in the northern part of Iwate Prefecture in Japan, landslides in
mountain areas caused major damage, such as flooding of housing and damage to roads.
Damage was particularly serious along the Yokosawa River, which runs through the
northern part of the town, with serious sediment damage, driftwood, and flooding. In
addition, many issues arise concerning natural disasters in mountainous regions. In this
case, the only road to the evacuation center was cut off, isolating many houses, and a
lack of communication occurred due to power outages in areas without mobile phone
reception. A written and interview-style survey of residents of the 3rd district in the
Yokosawa River region was conducted to analyze residents’ awareness and actions during

the disaster.





