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Development and Issues of the Timber Production and Distribution Policies since the 1990’s
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This study is to review the timber production and distribution policies since the 1990’s and to examine these issues and perspec-
tives for the new stage. Due to the globalization of world economy and liberalization of timber trade, the importance of Japanese
forestry in the national economy has been declining and the forest policy to the 1980’s which forced on restructuring the forestry
industry through modermnization lost its rationale. On the other hand, there is an increasing importance of forest practice policies to
cope with the global warming. However, the timber production and distribution policies still aim at modemnization of the industry.
This is because the forest practice policy and the timber production policy have been separately developed after the new Forest
and forestry basic law (enforced in 2001), which used to be integrated into one system under the River basin management system
(enforced in 1991). One of the problems of such policy change is that large integration of forestry and timber industry may be
accompanied with risk of large failure, which is not appropriate for the rural society and forest management. The timber produc-
tion and distribution policies need to be placed under the same policy system that aims at sustainable forest management.
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